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NELSON books 


A NEW General Book List of Nelson’s 
publications is now ready, and may be 





obtained from the publishers at the 
address below 


ATLAS of the BIBLE 


by L. H. GROLLENBERG OP translated and edited by Joyce M. H. Reid BA 
and Professor H. H. Rowley DD This unique book provides the most modern, 
original, and exhaustive background history to the Bible available. It draws 
from the vast fund of discovery and research accumulated during the last fifty 
years, including the El-Amarna archives and the famous Dead Sea Scrolls. Maps, 
illustrations and text together lead the reader on an absorbing journey of 
exploration and rediscovery. 35 maps in eight colours, two end-paper maps 
in six colours, 408 photographs in gravure, 26-page index. 

144 x 10}” 166 pp Jos 


—— — > — 


Arthur Stanley Eddington 


by A. VIBERT DOUGLAS Eddington’s life as a thinker was filled with 
adventure, suspense and achievement; stellar movements, radiation pressure, 
the physics of the stars, nebulae and galaxies, relativity, quantum theory, the 
significance of the constants in nature—to harmonise all these was the vision 
towards which he pressed with supreme confidence. With 15 half-tone plates. 
207 pp 26s 


Human Types 


by R. W. FIRTH This new and revised edition of Human Types presents the 
outline, main problems and conclusions of modern social anthropology. Much 
new material has been embodied and there are 14 half-tone plates. 

vii +224 pp 8s 6d 


36 Park Street London Wi 
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History of the 
Byzantine State 


2nd German edition 1952 
By G. OSTROGORSKY 
Translated by J. M. Hussey 
Ostrogorsky gives an integrated 
and fascinating picture of more 
than a thousan« id years of Byzan- 
tine history, admirably bringing 
out the essential interdependence 
of events at home and abroad. 
84s. net 
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Cometh 
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4 The Messianic Hope in the Old } 
t Testament and in the Time of Jesus y) 
By S. MOWINCKEL 
Translated by G. W. Anderson é 
*‘Mowinckel gives a detailed sur- : 
4 vey of the origin, development, y) 
and content of the idea of the 
f Messiah, and of its relation to 
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They Saw it 
Happen 


Compiled and edited by C. R. N. 
ROUTH 
This book is the first of a series 
which will contain authentic eye- 
witness accounts of major events 
in British history. Mr. Routh’s 
volume deals with the Tudor and 
Stuart periods and contains much 
that has not been available before. 
Apart from its obvious use to the 
teacher, this book will appeal to 
all who interested in history. 
15s. net 


BASIL BLACKWELL 


49 Broad Street 








FOR CHRISTMAS 


Fiction 








Monica Dickens 
THE ANGEL . THE CORNER 
15/- 


Penelope Mortimer 
THE BRIGHT PRISON [12/6] 


Norah Lofts 
AFTERNOON OF AN 
AUTOCRAT [15/-] 


John Wyndham 
THE SEEDS OF TIME [12/6] 


John Christopher 
THE DEATH OF GRASS [10/6] 


C. E. Vulliamy 
BODY IN THE BOUDOIR [12/6] 


Max Murray 


BREAKFAST WITH A CORPSE 
[12/6] 


Gladys Mitchell 
12 HORSES & THE HANGMAN’S 
NOOSE [12/6] 











General 


The Duchess of Windsor 
THE HEART HAS rs REASONS 
30/- 


Edward Crankshaw 
RUSSIA WITHOUT STALIN 
18/- 


David Low’s 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY [30/-] 


Hugh Ross Williamson 
THE WALLED GARDEN [15/-] 


E. S. Turner 
GALLANT GENTLEMAN ([i8/-] 





£ MICHAEL JOSEPH 








Outstanding 
technical books 
from the 
Newnes autumn 


programme 


A different kind of 
gift book for the 
right person ! 








NUCLEAR ENERGY IN INDUSTRY 
J. G. CROWTHER 


The aim is to give some impression of what is afoot, and this book is written not for 
the nuclear scientist, but for those who will benefit from his work. It tells the story 
of development culminating in the building of nuclear power stations. 

With 100 photographs and diagrams, of plant and equipment. 17s. 6d. net. 


RADIO AND TELEVISION ENGINEERS’ 
REFERENCE BOOK 


(2nd Edition) 
General Editor E. MOLLOY, Advisory Editor W. H. PANNETT, A.M.1.E.E. 
This new 2nd Edition has additional material on V.H.F./F.M. receivers; colour television; 
transitor circuitry; single-sideband transmitters; printed circuits and components, etc. 
About |,672 pages. 1!,000illustrations. 46sections. 30s pecialist contributors. 70s. net 


THE ELEMENTS OF MECHANICS AND MECHANISMS 
F. J. CANNON 


An elementary guide to the Laws of Motions, Friction, Mass and Momentum; Force, 
Energy and Power, the Lever; the Wheel and Axie; the Gear; the Inclined Plane; 
Hydraulics and many other aspects of the subject. 30s. net. 


V.H.F. TELEVISION TUNERS 
D. H. FISHER, A.M.I.E.E. 


A study of television tuner design including full mechanical details, with an exhaustive 
treatment of servicing problems and methods. The tuning section of up-to-date 
receivers is covered as well as convertors for older sets. 2Is. 


—NEWNES 





























Country Life 


New Books of Distinction 


: ‘ - 
inglish Country 
Houses 
MID-GEORGIAN, 1760-1800 
Christopher Hussey, C.B.E. Mlustrates 
and describes great country houses such 
as: Uppark, Arbury Hall, Hatchlands, 
Tabley House, Harewood House, 
Kedleston, Shrugborough, Syon House, 
Hersham le Hatch, Brocket Hall, 
Peper Harow, etc. 500 photographs 
12x10". £6 6s. Already Published 
English Country Houses, Early Georgian 
(£6 6s.) “As close to perfection as may 
be expected in our lifetime.”’— 

Saturday Review (New York) 


The Waterfowl 
of the World 


VOLUME TWO 

Jean Delacour. Illustrated by Peter 
Scott. The second volume in a new 
series that provides a summary of the 
world-wide scientific and field studies 
of the characteristics and behaviour of 
waterfowl. Deals exclusively with Dab- 
bling Ducks or River Ducks. World 
Distribution Maps. 24 Colour Plates 
10° x74". £6 6s. 


English 
Gardens Open 
to the Public 


A. G. L. Hellyer. A companion volume 

to English Country Houses Open to the 

Public (25s.) and Scottish Country 

Houses and Gurdens Open to the 

Public (25s.). It describes 96 gardens, 

together with their en oe” pp 
230 photographs. 11}” 30s. 


Picture Books 
of Britain 


All-British quality productions. Larg- 
est monochrome plates (11}” x9”) by 
the best photographers. Unsurpassed 
portrayals of the British scene. 


Combined Editions 


Magnificent gift books containing in 
one volume ali Picture Books of 
Britain and London yet published. 
BRITAIN 343 photographs. £2 2s. 
LONDON 247 photographs. 30s 
Other titles, single volumes. Britain, 
Series I, I], Il & IV and London, 
Series I, 11 & Ill. 15s. each. 

Also Picture Books of West Country, 
Lake District, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, 
12s. 6d. each 








2-10 TAVISTOCK STREET, 
COVENT GARDEN, London, W.C.2 














Book Society Recommendations 


THE NUDE 


A Study of Ideal Art 
KENNETH CLARK 


Author of ‘Landscape Into Art’ 
As in all Sir Kenneth’s writings, 
art is not considered in isolation, 
but as a necessary part of life. In 
his latest book, the history of the 
Nude in Art from the Greeks to 
the present day, a wide range of 
learning is presented with warmth 
and clarity. The reader is swept 
along in an exhilarating adventure 
of ideas. 

298 illustrations 635 net 


SAINTS 
OF SIND 


PETER MAYNE 


Author of 

‘The Alleys of Marrakesh’ 

and ‘The Narrow Smile’ 
This unusual book contains three 
main elements; it is a personal 
quest, a personal adventure, and 
an account of travel among the 
hereditary ‘saints’ and pirs of Sind, 
in West Pakistan. ‘He has an 
original eye, a touch of travellers’ 
flair, a subtle style.-—Sunday 
Times. 18s net 


THE PIKE 
IN THE REEDS 


JAMES KINROSS 
Author of 
*The Boy from Greece’ etc. 
A powerful novel of the disillu- 


sionment of an ex-prisoner of 
war returning to present-day 
Germany. 16s net 


JOHN MURRAY 




















Critical Approaches 
to Literature 


DAVID DAICHES 


Dr. Daiches has written a clear and well-documented study of the 
whole field of literary criticism. Two main sections consider respectively 
the philosophical foundation for criticism, and practical criticism. A 
consideration of the relationship between criticism and the other 
spheres of learning, and an epilogue in which the author makes a valuable 
statement about the aims, value and responsibility of the art complete 
the study. John Holloway has written of David Daiches: ‘(he) is among 
our major unexpended reserves as a critic and scholar.’ 25s. net 


Fabulous Originals 


IRVING WALLACE 


A combination of literary detection and biography, this book recaptures 
the extraordinary lives of some of the world’s greatest eccentrics—poets 
and men of sciences, rogues, mistresses and adventurers—all of them 
models for characters famous in literature. In each case Mr. Wallace 
reveals how the novelist came upon the prototype and how he made 
use of it, then he gives an account of the original’s amazing career. 
. his style i is crisp and his subjects well chosen’ Cyril ss. 
Is. net 


Right Word, Wrong Word 


V. H. COLLINS 


This book completes the author’s scheme for bringing together, with 
explanations, the words whose meanings are today most commonly 
confused with those of other words with which they are synonymous. 
Employing the same general principles of selection and treatment used 
so successfully in the CHOICE OF WORDS and ONE WORD AND 
ANOTHER, Mr. Collins has again produced a lucid guide to English 
usage. “The clear and unpedantic explanations and the careful choice 
of word groups make the book a valuable supplement to a dictionary’ 
British Book News. 10s. 6d. net 


Bellows’ New German Dictionary 


*By the inclusion of numerous idioms and phrases the dictionary is 
also to be commended for what it does in extending the user’s facility 
in comprehension and expression. 

‘The main work is usefully supplemented by a brief section outlining 
the main rules in German grammar with the several declensions, con- 
jugations, auxiliaries, etc. In all there are about 700 pages in a com- 
pact crown octavo volume.’—Jnvestor’s Chronicle. 

THIRD EDITION I5s. net 


* * * s LONGMANS 7 * * * 
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TUPARI 


Franz Caspar 
The remarkable story of an ethnologist’s 
stay with a primitive Stone Age tribe in 
the remote forest country of Western 
Brazil. 16 pp. of photographs. 18/6 net 


A Short Way to 
BETTER ENGLISH 


Raymond Chapman 
‘An excellent summary of the many pit- 
falls for the unwary in our language. . .’ 
—MANCHESTER GUARDIAN. 
‘A most useful distillation of wisdom .. .’ 
—HIGHER EDUCATION JOURNAL. 6/- net 


Ready early 1997-——— 
HUSKIES 


Robert Dovers F.R.G.S. 
The author was official Australian observer 
with the Third French Antarctic Expedi- 
tion and had three teams of huskies in his 
charge. He has written a most exciting 
and interesting account of his adventures 
there. 16 pp. of photographs. 21/- net 


SIMON OF SIMONSTOWN 
Marjorie Sankey 


A children’s mystery story set in South 
Africa—continuing our series of tales of 
adventure with overseas backgrounds by 
authors who know their settings at first- 
hand. Illustrated. 11/6 net 





How to Build 
DOLLS’ HOUSES 


Audrey Johnson 
We believe this is the only book on this 
subject. Full practical instructions are 
given for making a variety of most attrac- 
tive dolls’ houses, from the quite simple 
to the more elaborate. Approx. 12/6 net 
115 drawings, 8 pp. of photographs. 


THE RUDIMENTS OF MUSIC 


William Lovelock p.mMus. 
A new fundamental text-book for students 
designed specially to meet examination 
requirements, which, as a past examiner, 
Dr. Lovelock is well qualified to know. 
Illustrated with musical examples. 10/- net 
























COLOURFUL 
SCOTLAND 


W. S. Thomson 


This is the ideal gift for Scots 
at home and abroad. In fifty- 


at every season of the year. 
1 


LITERARY 
ESSAYS 


David Daiches 


i “ . . . the range, intelligence 
|} and humanity of this book 
prove once and for all that its 
author is among our major 
unexpended reserves as a critic 
and scholar’’. John Holloway 
in the Spectator. 16s. 


MUSIC HATH 
CHARMS 


Norman Hyde 


An informal history of music 
in Britain in which the emphasis 
| is laid as much upon ballad 
singers, street musicians and 
| the more humble contributors 
i | to our musical heritage as upon 
i, | the famous composers. Un- 
usual features include sections 
on campanology and hanging 
songs. 12s. 6d. 


| Send for list of new books 
| OLIVER & BOYD 
|, Tweeddale Court, Edinburgh, 1 























A. L. ROWSE 
The Early Churchills 


The first of two volumes about this remarkable family. 


ANDRE MAuROoIs writes: ‘Nothing is more difficult than to combine 
accuracy of historical information and charm of narrative: A. L. 
Rowse is one of the few historians who achieve such a perfect com- 
bination, and never better than in the present book’. 

16 plates 36s, 


* 


STORM JAMESON 
The Intruder 


‘Steeped in the sun-baked, cruel solitary atmosphere of the Provencal 
hill-country . . . an admirable novel.’— Daily Telegraph. 13s. 6d 


WINTER’S TALES 2 


*An excellent collection’—Evening Standard. 


Stories by John Bayley, Mary Clive, Gabriel Fielding, Rumer Godden, 
Maurice Kennedy, Rosamond Lehmann, Olivia Manning, William 
Plomer, J. D. Scott, Godfrey Smith, Muriel Spark and John Wain. 
Illustrated. 16s. 


* 
R. F. HARROD 


The Foundations of Inductive Logic 


Mr. Harrod demonstrates the validity of inductive inferences— 
arguments based on experience—with the full cogency and rigour to be 
found in deductive logic, yet without depending on any a priori first 
principles of presuppositions about nature. 24s. 


A. J. AYER 
The Problem of Knowledge 


‘It is always an intense intellectual and aesthetic pleasure to read 
Professor Ayer. . His writing is as fine as his wit and the extreme 
lucidity of his style should help to promote that intense concern with 
linguistic usage which he has always recommended.’—PuiLip TOYNBEE 
(The Observer). 18s. 


MACMILLAN & CO. LTD. 
St. Martin’s Street London WC2 
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CHILDREN’S READING AND THE 
NATIONAL BOOK LEAGUE 


ANTONY KAMM 


THOUGH John Buchan, Rider Haggard and Conan Doyle are among the 
authors most widely represented in school libraries today, none of them 
wrote consciously for children. So we find the adult reading of a former 
generation has become the children’s reading of today. Jonathan Swift's 
Gulliver's Travels was originally written as a political satire by that caustic 
Irish dean. One might be forgiven for picturing the author of Alice’s Adven- 
tures in Wonderland as a benign family man, whereas Lewis Carroll, or Charles 
Dodgson to give him his proper name, was actually a bachelor lecturer in 
mathematics. But if the question of children’s reading may seem at first 
sight paradoxical and illogical, one thing will always remain true. A book 
that can be enjoyed by adults as well as by children is a book that will live. 
It will have the ‘quality’ that is often lacking in books published for children 
today. 


It is to these works of ‘quality’ that children must be guided. That is the 
first problem. The second is greater, and consists in wooing the many 
thousands of children who apparently have no interest in books. The National 
Book League, a non-commercial organisation working independently with 
the interests of everyone in mind, regards the solution of these problems as of 
vital importance. There is no cause for complacency simply because more 
books are being published today than ever before. For one thing the problem 
of selection has become even more difficult. Again the children of today do 
not take kindly to reading. There is so much else to do, and books face the 
challenge of the cinema, television and other visual aids. Though the posses- 
sion of a television set in the house may deny the child both place and time 
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for reading, in effect the cinema and television in moderation can and do 
encourage reading. I wonder how many children have read and enjoyed Jane 
Eyre or Great Expectations simply because they have first seen the film based 
on them. But the books must always be available, if not in the home, then 
at school. Public libraries will of course have a large selection of books for 
children to read. But the public library is often far away; it will certainly be 
too far away for the child who is not interested. Encouragement must start 
in the home or in the school. 


The League recognises in television a valuable ally, and during last Easter 
holidays there appeared an entirely new programme entitled ‘Spot the Link’, 
devised by the National Book League. This took the form of a quiz. Two 
children competed against each other in answering general knowledge ques- 
tions, supplying also the title of a book which had some bearing on the subject 
in question. Holding the balance was a celebrity, who supplied further titles, 
commented on the books named and judged the relevance of far-fetched 
answers. The ‘parlour-game’ technique is very popular with children and on 
television, and this highly original version will probably be repeated on other 
networks. In particular it showed children the close connection between 
knowledge and experience on the one hand and books on the other. The 
same was true of a larger scheme organised by the League in conjunction 
with one of London’s biggest departmental stores. Each day for almost a 
fortnight children answered questions on a different subject. Many of the 
questions were based on books, the titles of which had been given in lists 
distributed some wecks before. Each subject had its Question Master and 
a celebrity to judge the answers, both well known in their particular fields. 
These included James Laver, James Fisher, Maxwell Knight, Wilfrid Noyce, 
Eric Williams, Godfrey Evans and E. W. Swanton. Not all the questions 
were in straight oral form; tunes were played on records and had to be identi- 
fied, pictures of foreign parts and stills from films were flashed on to a screen, 
and recordings played of great moments in sporting events. Some 120 
children took part, many of them more than once, and audiences reached as 
many as 200 for a single session. Books themselves were displayed round the 
room, and none could fail to recognise this as a ‘bookish’ occasion. 


Probably the most important thing about this scheme was the subjects on 
which each day’s questions were based. Most children have an interest of 
some sort. It is for the parents or the teacher to find out what that interest 
is; the National Book League can provide the titles of the books on that 
subject that will appeal to the child. A child that does not seem to want to 
read may not have been provided with the right books. This may seem rather 
a sweeping statement, but in the light of a recent experience of one of the 
League’s staff it may not be unjustified. She went on behalf of the League to 
talk to a gathering of children at a Secondary Modern School in North 
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London. They were not very book conscious, and after about twenty 
minutes she realised that interest in the talk was flagging. So she brought it 
to a close, ending on the line that there is a book for everyone and on every 
subject. The result was as electric as it was unexpected. Children scrambled 
over the desks in an effort to get to the front first, all crying, “Please, Miss, is 
there a book on... .2, ‘Is there a book on... .?’ 


Competitions will always interest children, and the League has sponsored 
Book Competitions for children of all ages. In the last series there were three 
subjects, Prose, Verse and Illustration, and the children competing were 
divided into four age groups. In the prose section the under 9’s were asked 
to make up a new adventure for Peter Rabbit or Tom Kitten (few children 
cannot have been nurtured on Beatrix Potter), while the next age group wrote 
a story about Diana Ross’s Miss Pussy or Barbara Eupham Todd’s Worzel 
Gummidge. One interesting fact that arose out of the subject set for the 12 to 
14's (Who do you think is the best writer of family stories, and why?) is that 
Louisa Alcott and Susan Coolidge still lead the field in popularity. In the 
Verse section the winning poem by a ten-year-old on “Noah and the Flood’ 
was in the form of a calypso, which its author was prevailed upon to sing at 
the prize-giving. The competitors in the Illustration section were set varying 
tasks according to their age. Some were required to illustrate a nursery rhyme, 
others The Wind in the Willows. The two older age groups designed book- 
jackets or posters. In all 2,664 entries were received for these competitions, a 
number which probably caused more satisfaction to the organisers than to 
the two judges, whose task was gargantuan. 


There are many lectures given in the League’s headquarters, and a recent 
series about various aspects of the world of books was intended specially for 
children. The series was introduced by Sir Basil Blackwell, and the lecturers 
included John Connell on Authorship, Christina Foyle on Bookselling and 
Philip Unwin on Publishing, all these probably almost as well known 
overseas as at home. But most of the children who have entered for the 
League’s competitions or who have attended the lectures have books in their 
homes and parents who encourage their full use. For many thousands of 
children awareness of books can only start at school; only at school can they 
first discover the peculiarly difficult art of choosing a book for enjoyment 
and then applying themselves to it, or of getting from a work of reference 
exactly what they want. And the schools in their turn start out with the dis- 
advantage not only of lack of funds, sometimes so ungenerous as to be posi- 
tively frustrating, but also of the barrier that must be broken down between 
the teacher and the child. For at school a book often means work, and work 
is to be avoided at all costs. 


So teachers must be helped and encouraged in their fascinating but un- 
enviable task, for few of them have the experience required to build up their 
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libraries adequately, even if they had the time. And each year thousands more 
books are published to add to the confusion. One day someone will write a 
full-length article on the League’s Information Bureau. It certainly deserves 
at least that. Some fifty thousand queries are answered every year, varying 
from requests for authors, titles or publishers, to those for book-lists on any 
subject. If more teachers were aware of the services offered to members of 
the League by the Information Bureau and Education Department, they 
might be able to go about their task of finding books with more confidence, 


The League publishes useful book-lists, among them several of particular 
value to teachers. Parents too will be in*erested in the new and up-to-date 
edition of Kathleen Lines’ Four to Fourteen, which contains a selection of about 
2,000 titles under various subjects, with details of editions and prices, an indi- 
cation of the age of child by whom each book would be most appreciated, 
and sufficient annotation to give a very good idea of the full worth of the 
book and what it is about. Especially for teachers is the Education Book Guide, 
an annual publication containing full details of every book published during 
the previous year which is considered suitable for school use, both in the 
classroom and in the library. They will also be helped by the series of anno- 
tated subject lists of books recommended for school libraries. Four of these, 
Popular Science, Art, Reference and General Knowledge, and Handwriting and 
Lettering are still available, and further lists are published at regular intervals. 


Properly used, lists and reviews will often produce what is required, but 
few teachers and parents can be so little struck with conscience as not to feel 
regret at being unable often to see books before buying them. Nothing can 
make up for the chance, denied by circumstances to so many, of being able 
actually to see and handle books first. The League has many small exhibitions 
of books on all subjects, some especially for children, touring the country. 
The advantage of these is that teachers and parents not only can see the books 
themselves, but can also gauge the reactions of the children to them. These 
exhibitions are shown in schools, education offices and libraries, while a 
special van containing an exhibition of current books for children and driven 
by a lecturer has enabled organisations even in small and remote villages to 
see the books and hear about them. 


The problem for the school librarian himself is slightly different, though 
one of the solutions is much the same. Two identical School Library Exhibi- 
tions, each containing about 3,000 books for children of all ages up to and 
including those in Vth forms, have been built up and are constantly revised. 
These travel round Great Britain in specially designed bookcases, and are lent 
to Education Authorities. The printed catalogue of the Exhibition is also avail- 
able as a separate publication. It is not intended to represent a ‘model’ library, 
any more than the catalogue should be taken as a school library list. Every 
school library is different from the next; its contents are governed by the 
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children who use it, their interests, the subjects they study, and above all by 
the area in which the school is situated. No single exhibition could satisfy 
every school in England, nor would the library of a school in England be 
acceptable in Scotland or Wales. Rather here is an opportunity for teachers 
to study a large and representative collection of books, all of them recom- 
mended for school libraries by a panel of expert selectors. But the final 
decision must always rest with the teacher. 


Many schools from abroad are members of the National Book League, 
and receive lists and other benefits that accrue from membership. By force 
of circumstances many of the League’s activities are confined to Great Britain, 
but this outline of some of the many ways in which children are being 
brought to an awareness of books may prompt bookshops, libraries and 
teachers overseas to use for themselves some of these ideas and other similar 
ones. In particular the importance of exhibitions of books, especially mobile 
exhibitions, cannot be emphasised too strongly. 


It is heartening to find that the problem today is always that of wondering 
what to exclude. Almost every subject in which a child could possibly be 
interested is covered in a book not necessarily written for children, but one 
which children can read. Charles Lamb wrote of the delights of being 
‘tumbled early into a library of good books’. Every child has the right to 
know these delights, which today are so easy to obtain. 


Mr. Kamm is Education Secretary of the National Book League. 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 
Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th )Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 


* New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 


Knowledge and Learning 
INFORMATION THEORY. Papers read at a Symposium on ‘Information 
Theory’ held at the Royal Institution, London, September 12th to 16th 1955. 
Edited by Colin Cherry. Butterworth, 70s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 414 pages. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. 
The techniques of information theory, first investigated by the communications 
engineer, have been applied to a wide variety of disciplines and some of the results 
are embodied in the proceedings of this third symposium. There are five major 
sections containing papers on probability and randomisation, coding and classification, 
mechanical translation, semantics particularly in relation to speech, and the nervous 
system as a communication network. The majority of the papers are given in slightly 
shortened versions with notes of the discussions and all are by acknowledged authori- 
ties in their particular subjects. The book should be of interest to students and experts 
in all those fields in which information theory is playing an increasingly important 
role. (001) 


Bibliographies 
A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES OF 
GREAT BRITAIN. H.M. Stationery Office, $s. 1956. 24-5 cm. 62 pages. 
Chart. Index. Paper covers. (House of Commons Library Document, No. 2) 
The reports of Parliamentary Debates before the days of Hansard fall into numerous 
series, edited individually by Sir Simonds D’Ewes, E. Timberland, R. Chandler, 
William Cobbett and others, which may be bewildering both to the librarian and the 
research worker, and a guide such as this has long been needed. It lists most of 
the printed sources for the debates since 1066, together with the relevant diaries, 
official and miscellaneous notes of proceedings, newsletters and periodicals, provides 
a bibliographical description of each and a general index, and gives helpful notes on 
the value of many of the items recorded. (015-42) 


*BULLETIN OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. A Collection of 


Source References and Occasional Papers. Vol. 1, No. 1, covering the period 

January-April 1956. Department of Extra-Mural Studies, Nottingham University. 

7s.6d. per annum for 3 issues. 21-5 cm. 
The first part of this new bulletin is devoted to a broadly classified list of articles on 
international affairs in twenty British and four American periodicals which appeared 
during the first four months of 1956, with a short note on the scope of each article. 
It is intended to augment the list in future issues. In the second part there is a paper 
on the Antecedents of the Geneva Conference and another entitled The 20th Congress 
of the Soviet Communist Party, a survey of comment and evaluation in the British 
press. (016-327) 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO THE LAW OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM, THE CHANNEL ISLANDS, AND THE ISLE OF 
MAN. University of London, Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, 30s. 1956. 25 cm. 
232 pages. Index. 

This important work of reference is published jointly by the United Kingdom 

National Committee of Comparative Law and the Institute of Advanced Legal 

Studies, under the auspices of Unesco. It consists of twenty main sections, coveri 

all aspects of English law, and has chapters on the law of Northern Ireland, Scotland, 

the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man. Each section is sub-divided as necessary and 
consists of narrative introductions prepared mainly to introduce English law to foreign 
lawyers. They draw attention to peculiarities of English legal arrangement and, where 
necessary, give a general outline of the law or an account of legal doctrine. Full 
reference is made in the text to books and articles classified according to their elemen- 
tary or more advanced character, and merit, and lists of these are given at the end of 
each section. Professor F. H. Lawson, of the University of Oxford, is the general 
editor. (016-346) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE HISTORY OF BRITISH ART. VI. 
1946-1948. Part I. Nos. 1-2109. General, Architecture, Sculpture. Part II. Nos. 2110- 
3974. Painting, Drawing, Engraving, Applied Art. Courtauld Institute of Art. 
Cambridge University Press, 42s. 1956. 21-5 cm. 424 pages. Index. Paper covers. 

The sixth volume contains a total of 3,974 classified references to books and articles 

on the history of the fine and applied arts in Great Britain. Arrangement and layout 

are the same as in Volume V (issued in 1951) with a 15-page list of periodicals con- 
sulted, both British and foreign, and an index of subjects and authors. During the 
period covered important material began to appear which has done much to stimulate 

the development of art historical studies in Britain. (016-70942) 


Children’s Books 
BOOKS FOR YOUTH. A Guide for Teen-age Readers. 2nd edition. 
Toronto Public Libraries: Circulation Division (Toronto, Canada), $1-00; soc. to 
students. 1956. 20 cm. 124 pages. Illustrations. Index. 
This annotated bibliography, prepared by a group of Canadian librarians experienced 
in young people’s work, is intended as a guide for librarians and teachers as well as 
for young readers. Nearly 900 books, English, American and Canadian, are listed. 
Sections are: Fiction, Short stories, Mystery stories, Biography, Your world, Poetry, 
Plays, Essays and humour, History, Historical fiction, Canada, Adventures and other 
lands, Science, Nature and wild life. Arrangement within sections is alphabetical by 
author. No bibliographical information is given, but the current publisher and price 
are noted. No book known to be out of print is listed except in the section “Canada’. 
The books were selected for their interest to various types of reader between the ages 
of 13 and 18; for quality; and for lasting rather than transitory value, especially in such 
rapidly changing fields as science. Textbooks are not included. (028-5) 


Journalism 

THE NEWSMEN OF QUEEN ANNE. William Bragg Ewald, Jr. 
Blackwell (Oxford), 22s.6d. 1956. 22-5 cm. 256 pages. Index. 

This unpretentious work provides the general reader with a glimpse into the early 

18th century from a very special point of view. It consists of extracts from the news- 

papers of the period. This is a source of great value to the historian, but one that is 

not very accessible, for many of the newspapers now only survive in a number of 
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widely scattered libraries. The extracts are arranged under subject headings, and give 
a very interesting picture of the news and advertisements of the period. The editor 
provides a useful introduction on the origins of English journalism, and a descriptive 
list of the periodicals of the time. (072) 


Miscellanies 
FROM THE THIRD PROGRAMME. A _  Ten-years’ Anthology. 
Imagination; Argument; Experience; Exposition. Edited by John Morris for the 
Nonesuch Press, 21s. 1956. 23 cm. 350 pages. 
The Third Programme of the B.B.C. covers such a wide range in the arts and sciences 
that the editor finally abandoned the attempt to represent it fully and chose from those 
broadcasts which had given him the greatest pleasure. Among the best things in a 
very distinguished list are Sir Max Beerbohm’s reminiscences of Yeats, Bertrand 
Russell’s dialogue with Father Copleston on the existence of God, and Laura 
Bohannan’s exposition of Hamlet to a West African tribe. Perhaps the selection is a 
little overweighted with talks compared with other forms of writing for radio, but 
the pieces chosen are all models of clear and incisive communication. (082) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


A HISTORY OF ESTHETICS. Katharine Everett Gilbert and Helmut 
Kuhn. 2nd edition, revised and enlarged. Thames & Hudson, 35s. 1956. 22 cm. 
638 pages. Index. 

Creative writers often express distrust of the science of aesthetics, but this is largely 

because of their natural antipathy to theorising. The merit of the present book lies 

in its recognition that there is no one definition of beauty. Taking the first coherent 
aesthetic doctrine to be that of Pythagoras, the authors pass from a detailed study of 

Plato and Aristotle to the medieval, neo-classical and romantic eras, culminating in 

chapters on more general themes such as Society and the Artist, and Symbolism. 

The ideas of Cassirer, Collingwood and Langer are examined. With its useful biblio- 

graphy and full index, this is an excellent guide for the university student. (ror) 


CHRISTIAN ESSAYS IN PSYCHIATRY. Edited by Philip Mairet. 
S.C.M. Press, 15s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 192 pages. Indexes. 
These ten essays have been written over a period of two years by a number of leading 
psychiatrists, theologians and other professional people working together on a prob- 
lem crucial to our time: the reconciliation of the theories put forward by Freud, Adler 
and Jung with the tenets of Christianity. The contributors include the Roman 
Catholic, Victor White, O.P., author of the classic God and the Unconscious, the well- 
known Methodist, Erastus Evans, and doctors on the staff of various hospitals. Written 
in clear, non-technical English, the essays can be understood by anyone with any 
interest in the subject and will prove invaluable to those caught in the tension between 
religion and psychology. (131) 


EMOTIONAL PROBLEMS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD. Edited by 
Gerald Caplan. Tavistock Publications, 42s. 1956. 24 cm. $58 pages. Charts. Dia- 
grams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Although many of the contributors labour the commonplace in pretentious language, 

this collection of papers is very valuable as a survey of progressive work in child 

psychotherapy in a large number of centres, mainly American. The chief emphases lie 
on preventive psychiatry, on problems of maternal deprivation and on psychosis in 
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early childhood, chapters being devoted to individual cases and to research pro- 
grammes in all these fields, together with discussions and commentaries. The volume 
will be of direct use to child guidance workers, and of great interest to nurses and 
teachers who want to keep up with a field of work bordering on their own. (136-7) 


PROTAGORAS and MENO. Plato. Translated from the Greck, with 
an introduction, by W. K. C. Guthrie. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 158 pages, 
Paper covers. (Penguin Classics) 

These two dialogues are of considerable dramatic interest, and their theme, which is, 

broadly speaking, the nature of human excellence and the method of its transmission, 

has a certain topicality. The translator is Professor of Ancient Philosophy in the 

University of Cambridge. As well as an introduction of some length, he gives us a 

summary of each dialogue and notes on the characters introduced and on other 

matters about which general readers need information. The translation is elegant and 
lucid, and the book will be valuable both to students of Plato and to all readers 

interested in ancient philosophy. (184) 


LANGUAGE AND THE PURSUIT OF TRUTH. John Wilson. Cambridge 
University Press, 8s.6d. 1956. 20 cm. 106 pages. Bibliography. 
This is a deliberately popular treatise on semantics or the science of meaning. It has 
the great merit of brevity: to learn to use words is above all to use them sparingly. 
While owing much to the ‘analytical’ philosophers, the argument is free from 
technical jargon. The analysis of types of words and statements is based upon the idea 
of empirical verification; but the author argues that value statements and metaphysical 
statements must depend upon other criteria. Some will reject his claim that meta- 
physical statements are those whose meaning is ‘dubious’; but Mr. Wilson, himself 
a teacher, has written a book which should be of considerable use in schools as well 
as in institutions of higher learning. (190) 


RELIGION 


THE SIEGE PERILOUS. Essays in Biblical Anthropology and Kindred 

Subjects. S. H. Hooke. S.C.M. Press, 21s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 264 pages. 6 illustrations. 
Dr. Hooke, sometime Samuel Davidson Professor of Old Testament Studies in the 
University of London, has collected nineteen of his occasional papers written between 
1931 and 1954 on anthropology, archaeology and biblical studies into a volume 
which serves as a fascinating commentary on modern developments in these fields. 
A man of wide learning, he illumines all his themes, but many will turn first to the 
contributions on ‘Myth and Ritual’, for Dr. Hooke led the investigation of culture 
patterns in the ancient Near East. Here are recorded the modifications in the author’s 
position and his divergences from the school which his work originated. This book 
will delight both the expert and the educated general reader. (220) 


THE OLD TESTAMENT IN MODERN RESEARCH. Herbert F. 
Hahn. S.C.M. Press, 16s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 280 pages. Bibliographical notes in text. 
Index. 

It is becoming increasingly difficult to keep abreast of developments in all aspects of 

Old Testament scholarship, and books which provide a general survey are therefore 

necessary to many and useful to all. Dr. Hahn, a graduate of Yale and Columbia, 

puts the expert as well as the general reader in his debt by examining work done on 
the Old Testament along various approaches, critical, anthropological, religio- 
historical, sociological, archaeological and theological. Here is a clear, balanced, 
well-documented guide, which by summary and appraisal enables the reader to 
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appreciate the present position in Old Testament study and, in particular, matters 
relating to the basic problems of interpretation. (221) 


THE LIVELY ORACLES. Ernest Marshall Howse. Allen & Unwin, 20s. 
1956. 22 cm. 224 pages. Index. 
In eloquent, vivid style, with many references to modern parallels, the minister of 
Bloor Street United Church, Toronto, conducts his readers through the Old 
Testament, setting each book against its historical background and bringing out the 
teaching so that the Old Testament is seen as a whole, as ‘a record of the progressive 
unfolding of God’s truth’. This is a book for preachers and Sunday-school teachers; 
they will find it full of illuminating insight and useful illustrations. (221) 


THE FAITH OF ISRAEL. Aspects of Old Testament Thought. The James 
Sprunt Lectures delivered at Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Virginia, 
1955. H. H. Rowley. S.C.M. Press, 18s. 1956. 22° cm. 220 pages. Indexes. 

This is a timely and important book. No one is better qualified than the present 

occupant of the Chair of Hebrew Language and Literature in Manchester University 

to deal with such major topics as revelation and its media, the nature of God, the 
nature and need of man, individual and community, the good life, death and beyond, 
the Day of the Lord. His knowledge is encyclopedic, as the range and profusion of 
footnotes show; yet his strong grasp of what is essential makes for lucidity and 
preserves a right proportion. The result is a welcome contribution towards a theology 
of the Old Testament. It will be studied eagerly and with profit by student and 
teacher, minister and layman. (221) 


EARLY ISRAEL IN RECENT HISTORY WRITING. A Study 
in Method. John Bright. S.C.M. Press, 9s.6d. 1956. 21-5 cm. 128 pages. Index. 
Paper covers. (Studies in Biblical Theology, No. 19) 

The Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament Interpretation at Union Theological 

Seminary, Richmond, Virginia, examines the historical value of the carly traditions 

of Israel and asks how far they may be used as evidence in reconstructing Hebrew 

history. Giving first a gencral review of work done on this subject during the past 
twenty-five years, he then deals in detail with the writings produced by the Alt-Noth 
school and by Y. Kaufmann. Finally, Professor Bright attempts a sketch of methodo- 
logical principles which should guide the historian of Isracl’s origins. This is an 
excellent analysis which will be useful particularly to those who do not have access 
to the German and Hebrew investigations. (222-1) 


THE MESSIAH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. Helmer Ringgren. 
Translated from the Swedish by the author. S$.C.M. Press, 7s.6d. 1956. 21-5 cm. 
72 pages. Index. Paper covers. (Studies in Biblical Theology, No. 18) 

For English readers perhaps the chief merit of this small book is that it gives a survey 

of Scandinavian researches on the Messianic passages in the Old Testament. Divine 

kingship in Isracl is seen as the idea from which the Messianic hope grew. Against this 
concept and the background of Semitic and Egyptian religion are discussed the Royal 

Psalms, the Messianic passages in the Prophets, the Servant Songs in Deutero-Isaiah 

and the so-called Servant Psalms. Some parts of the argument may not convince 

everyone, but no student of the Old Testament will wish to ignore this attempt to 

provide a new defence of the Messianic nature of these Biblical passages. (2321) 


I CHOOSE THE CLOISTER. Rosemary Howard-Bennett. Hodder & 
Stoughton, 10s.6d. 1956. 20 cm. 126 pages Frontispiece. 


The author entered an Anglican convent soon after leaving the university. Against 
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the routine background of community life she describes her own experiences as 4 
novice, a professed nun, and finally Reverend Mother with humour and spirituality, 
This book should help to clear away the fog of prejudices and misconceptions which 
still unfortunately surrounds the life of a Religious. (271-98) 


GOD'S FOOL. George N. Patterson. Faber, 18s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 252 pages, 
12 plates. 
Mr. Patterson is the author of the thrilling travel book Tibetan Journey which described 
the unimaginable privations of the overland journey from China to India with 
refreshing candour, shrewdness and modesty. Here he tells us how it came about 
that he and his friend Geoffrey Bull came to be in Tibet on the eve of the Chinese 
Communist invasion. The book is largely a rmligious autobiography and, while there 
are graphic descriptions of people, scenery, and fantastic adventures, the author's 
main object is to unveil the simple faith which was the source of his high endeavours 
as a medical missionary. (275-15) 


THE INDIAN CHRISTIANS OF ST. THOMAS. An Account of the 
Ancient Syrian Church of Malabar. L. W. Brown. Cambridge University Press, 40s. 
1956. 22 cm. 328 pages. 8 photographs. Map. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 

The ancient Christian Church on the Malabar coast in south-west India, which traces 

its origin to the alleged visit to India of Thomas the Apostle, richly deserves the care 

and scholarship bestowed upon its history by the Bishop of Uganda. The first part of 
this important volume deals with the St. Thomas tradition and the development of 
the Church from the sixteenth century to the modern period. The second part contains 

a lively and first-hand account of the social life of the St. Thomas Christians, and the 

concluding section provides us with details of the Sunday service, the daily prayers, 

the occasional offices and the beliefs of contemporary St. Thomas Christians with 
those of their predecessors before 1600. The Christians in Malabar, as the author 
reminds us, have already made an important contribution to India and to the World 


Church. (281) 


THE SPIRIT AND FORMS OF PROTESTANTISM. Louis Bouyer. 
Translated from the French by A. V. Littledale. Harvill Press, 18s. 1956. 225 cm. 
248 pages. 

The writer first endeavours to show in this competent work that the rise of the 

Protestant movement is to be traced to a reaction against a theology which, if left un- 

checked, could have undermined the essential elements of the Christian Faith. What, 

it is contended, Protestantism rediscovered was vital to the Catholic Faith. 

Nevertheless, in the course of its history, it has been confronted by a series of crises 

due to its failure to resolve the problem of the Church or religious authority. Only, 

we are told, as Protestantism brings its insights into submission to the one Church 
will they find balanced expression and scope for full expansion. While historically 
and theologically the treatment is open to criticism, the sympathetic approach to the 

Protestant position and the evident desire to do justice to a form of religion no longer 

embraced by the author call for high commendation. (284) 


CONFUCIUS, Shigeki Kaizuka. Translated from the Japanese by Geoffrey 
Bownes. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 192 pages. Frontispiece. 2 maps. 
Chronology. Index. (Ethical and Religious Classics of East and West) 


Books on Confucius are numerous, but this study is of particular interest as being an 
English translation from the Japanese. Close attention is paid to the historical and 
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social conditions in which Confucius lived, and a commendable effort is made to 
disentangle the man from the legends which have grown up concerning him. 
Confucius died a disillusioned sage, but within three centuries his teaching was 
accepted by millions. At a time of ideological change in the country of his birth, his 
ideas merit special consideration. This is a useful and illuminating addition to this 


series. (299°s1) 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Sociology 

THE CLOTHES OF GOD. A Treatise on Neo-analytic Psychology. Alice 
E. Buck and F. Claude Palmer, with contributions on special aspects by P. R. M. 
Groom. Peter Owen, 30s. 1956. 22°§ cm. 238 pages. Glossary. Index. 

Although readers of this book ought to have some prior knowledge of psychology, 

the subject-matter is well within the reach of all. Threatened with extinction on 

account of the manufacture of thermo-nuclear weapons, men are inclined to ‘dismiss’ 

the thought of so appalling a prospect and to act as if nothing revolutionary had 

happened. The writers are concerned with what this ‘dismissal’ implies for the human 

psyche; they deal with dreams, the death-instinct, extra-sensory perception and 

precognition. Being of composite authorship, the book suffers from some variation 

of style and an occasional repetition: but it is a responsible and interesting study of a 

matter of obvious general concern. (301-1) 


Rural Community 


HERE’S A NEW DAY. Alison Uttley. Faber, 15s. 1956. 21 cm. 160 pages. 
Illustrations by C. F. Tunnicliffe. 
Alison Uttley needs no introduction as a perceptive recorder of the country scene. 
She writes delightfully of the pleasures of the English countryside, moving now into 
the past of her childhood in the north, now into the present in the south, describing 
customs and traditions that one cannot but regret are falling or have fallen into 
oblivion, taking with them something of the ‘simple belief and gaiety of life’. 
Particularly pleasing are the chapters on the personality of trees, the character of 
Sunday or washday, November and Guy Fawkes, and Christmas in the village 
churches. To read her is always rewarding, for she communicates an awareness of 
significant things that is a stimulus to the reader’s own. The illustrations are a perfect 
accompaniment to the text. (301-35) 


Political Science 


THE WISDOM OF WINSTON CHURCHILL. Being a Selection 
of Aphorisms, Reflections, Precepts, Maxims, Epigrams, Paradoxes and Opinions 
from his Parliamentary and Public Speeches, 1900-1955. Edited by F. B. Czarnom- 
ski. Allen & Unwin, 25s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 428 pages. Chronology. Bibliography. 

This book contains 3,500 extracts from speeches made in the House of Commons 

and elsewhere. None is long: most are extremely short. Not all are examples of 

wisdom: many have been chosen to exhibit felicity of language or fecundity of wit 
and humour. Some few might well have been omitted. But the collection as a whole 
is rich and representative of the immense range of subjects on which Sir Winston 

Churchill has expressed himself during more than half a century of public life and 

of the equally great variety of his utterance—from the witty gibe at a political 

opponent to the simple but majestic words with which he sustained the courage of 

his countrymen in the perils of world war. (320) 
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POWER AND COMMUNITY. Robert Strausz-Hupé. Aflantic Press: 
distributors Thames & Hudson, 12s.6d. 1956. 21-5 cm. 144 pages. Index. 
Dr. Strausz~Hupé, author (with Stefan T. Possony) of International Relations, considers 
that the present preoccupation with ‘power politics’ is wrong, and that the pursuit of 
power is not, as some eminent scholars claim, an essential motive force of history, but 
rather an indication of social and moral decadence. In this short treatise, of interest to 
political philosophers and others, he discusses briefly the ‘power theory’ in relation to 
history, science and modern society, concluding with a warning of the dangers of 
obsession with power at the expense of the security and freedom of the individual. 
(320-157) 
SURVEY OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1939-1946. Four-Power 
Control in Germany and Austria 1945-1946. Michael Balfour and John Mair. 
Oxford University Press for the Royal Institute of International Affairs, 48s. 1956. 
24°$ cm. 390 pages. 2 maps. Index. 
This addition to the war-time series of Surveys bridges the gap between Hitler’s 
Europe and the Survey for 1947-48, the first in the post-war series. It differs from its 
predecessors because it is a much more personal account. Both authors served with 
the occupation commissions in the countries about which they write, but neither has 
had access to unpublished official papers. It is remarkable how little the British have 
written about the difficult early stages of the occupation of Germany and Austria, so 
this detailed account which has numcrous footnotes and zonal maps is all the more 
welcome. (327) 


THE YEAR BOOK OF WORLD AFFAIRS, 1956. Vol. 10. Edited by 
George W. Keeton and Georg Schwarzenberger. Stevens & Sons, 42s. 1956. 
25°5 cm. 432 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

Articles in this new edition, again published under the auspices of the London Institute 

of World Affairs, include The Geneva Meetings, by Lord Lindsay of Birker; Strains 

on NATO, by Susan Strange; The continuing ferment in Latin America, by Frank 

Tannenbaum; Bandung and the under-developed countries, by F. Parkinson; The 

Middle East in turmoil, by J. Frankel; Security in the Pacific, by J. G. Starke; India’s 

Himalayan dependencies, by C. H. Alexandrowicz; Commonwealth Conferences, 

1945-1955, by J. D. B. Miller; The problem of East-West trade, by I. Paenson; 

Limits of functionalism in international organisation, by W. Fricdmann. There are 

Reports on all aspects of world affairs, and reviews of books with an index to them. 

There is also a Consolidated Index to volumes 1-10. (327-058) 


BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY SINCE 1808. M. R. D. Foot. Hutchinson, 
10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 190 pages. Endpaper map. Chronological table. Bibliography. 
Index. (Hutchinson’s University Library) 

Mr. Foot, who is Lecturcr in Politics at Keble College, Oxford, is to be congratulated 

on writing this brief survey of what is in fact the international scene in the twentieth 

century. Obviously an author cannot avoid appearing to some extent dogmatic 
when he treats so complex a subject in under 200 pages. However, this book should 
serve both as an excellent introduction to the subject and also as a handy reference 
book. The chronology of prime ministers and foreign secretaries and the dates given 
in the index are particularly useful. (327-42) 


THE INDIAN PARLIAMENT. Edited by A. B. Lal. Chaitanya Publishing 
House (Allahabad, India), Rs.15: 30s. 1956. 23 cm. 320 pages. Index. 

Though representative institutions are no new thing in India, the coming of inde- 

pendence in 1947 has inevitably brought about great changes in the function and 
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significance of the Indian parliament. This symposium describes the history and 
working of the present parliamentary system, and its contributors include members 
and officers of parliament and lecturers in history and politics in Allahabad University. 
The result is a very useful survey which is particularly interesting at a period when 
elected representative bodies are being created in many countries of Asia and Africa. 
(328-54) 
Economics 
CANADA’S CENTURY. D. M. Lebourdais. McClelland & Stewart 
(Toronto, Canada), $5.00. 1956. 23 cm. 214 pages. Frontispiece. 18 photographs. 
Bibliography. Index. 
At the beginning of the 2oth century, Sir Wilfrid Laurier claimed that this century 
was Canada’s. Half-way through the century the publication of this book showed 
that (1) the mineral, forest and water resources of the Canadian Shield, (2) the 
petroleum and natural gas of the prairies, and (3) Canada’s strategic position and 
increasing importance in aviation had more than justified Laurier’s prophecy. The 
fantastic strides made in all three since the book’s first appearance have necessitated a 
revised edition. Additional and changed paragraphs with new facts and figures about 
industries and developments non-existent five years ago appear in every chapter. 
The facts have been brought up to date but the theme remains the same: the 2oth 
century is increasingly Canada’s. (330-971) 


TRADE UNIONS. Eric L. Wigham. Oxford University Press, 7s.6d. 1956. 
17 cm. 278 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Home University Library) 
The standard works on trade unionism are mostly too long and detailed for the 
ordinary reader, who will accordingly welcome this concise yet authoritative book 
by the Labour Correspondent of The Times. Apart from a chapter on the great 
international unions, Mr. Wigham confines his attention to those of the United 
Kingdom, summarising the history of the movement and then describing more fully 
the membership of the unions and their significance in industry and the state. His 
conjectures on the future of the unions, and of their relationship with the Labour 
Party, will provide a stimulating basis for discussion. (331-88) 


TAX PLANNING WITH PRECEDENTS. 2nd edition. D. C. Potter 
and H. H. Monroe, assisted by H. G. S. Plunkett. Sweet & Maxwell, sos. 1956. 
25*5 cm. 438 pages. Tables. Index. 

A new cdition of an authoritative manual on English tax law whose purpose is to 

illustrate the principles concerned with tax planning, which the authors define as the 

appreciation of tax incidence as a factor in the disposition of property. It also provides 
the legal draftsman with a large number of precedents to be used when tax considera- 
tions are of prime importance. The work covers deeds of covenant, separation deeds, 
infant settlements, discretionary trusts, marriage settlements, variation of existing 
settlements, partnerships, pension schemes and wills. (336-276) 


THE THEORY AND WORKING OF UNION FINANCE IN 
INDIA. R. N. Bhargava. Allen & Unwin, 30s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 308 pages. 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The coming of Indian independence has brought about great changes in the structure 

of the nation, and the relation of the Central government to the States has involved 

many administrative adjustments. The author, who is Reader in Economics in the 

University of Allahabad, has studied in detail the financial aspect of the relationship 

of the Central government and the States, and this valuable exposition not merely 
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examines the theory of the position but assembles a mass of statistical material regard- 
ing the post-war years which would otherwise be extremely difficult to obtain. 


(336-4) 


THE MIDDLE EAST, OIL AND THE GREAT POWERS. Benjamin 
Shwadran. Atlantic Press, 42s. 1956. 23-5 cm. $12 pages. § maps. 19 tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This new contribution to the literature on oil and the Middle East is by the editor of 

the American journal Middle East Affairs, who has long studied the affairs of the area. 

The book is the result of careful research and is extremely well documented, with 

footnotes and sources of statements and fifty-three pages of bibliography. There are 

a few unhappy errors in proper names, and some of the author’s conclusions on 

profits and the use of royalties invite criticism and his interpretation of historical facts 

may be challenged, but so great has been the impact of the oil industry on undeveloped 
communities that experts will differ in their views. The book’s publication at the 

present time is of great importance and it should be widely studied. (338-27) 


ANTI-TRUST LAWS: A Comparative Symposium. Edited by W. 
Friedmann. Stevens & Sons, 80s. 1956. 24°5 cm. 642 pages. Index. (University of 
Toronto, Faculty of Law, Comparative Law Series, Vol. 3) 

The preface claims that hardly any topic requires more urgently a comparative survey 

and critical analysis than this subject. Since its beginning in the United States, anti- 

trust legislation has been extended to many other countries. The first part, up to 
page 468, gives a survey, and in most cases a critical analysis, of the national legislations 
of ten countries and their theory and practice. These are by experts from each country. 

The second part is an article on international cartels and combines, by the editor and 

P. Verloren van Themaat. The third part, by the editor, gives a comparative synthesis 

and analysis. Appendices give the text of certain significant documents. This is the only 

publication giving in English and in an up-to-date form a considered account of the 
legislation of different countries. This work will be of the first importance to academic 

and practising lawyers and to national governments. (338-8) 


STUDIES OF OVERSEAS SUPPLY. H. Duncan Hall and C. C. Wrigley 
with a chapter by J. D. Scott. H.M. Stationery Office and Longmans, 37s.6d. 1956. 
24°5 cm. $50 pages. 2 charts. 15 tables. Index. (History of the Second World War: 
United Kingdom Civil Series) 

Complementary to North American Supply, this further addition to the War Produc- 

tion Series shows in more detail than that work how policy was translated into action 

and how methods necessarily changed as the war progressed. Later Lend Lease came 
into being and had to be fitted into the scheme that already existed. The book also tells 
how it became possible to integrate British requirements into the American War 

Production scheme. There are also long chapters on such subjects as boards, and 

scientific collaboration between the United Kingdom and North America. The 

authors have succeeded in giving as clear and concise a picture as is possible of this 
most complicated question and the book makes a valuable addition to the history of 

the war. (338-9) 


FOOD. Volume II. Studies in Administration and Control. R. J. Hammond. H.M. 
Stationery Office and Longmans, 50s. 1956. 24-5 cm. 850 pages. 5 charts. Diagram. 
Tables. Index. (History of the Second World War: United Kingdom Civil Series) 


Students of administration are among the many readers who will find this volume 
of absorbing interest. It describes in great detail the methods of control devised in 
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Great Britain during the war to cope with different food problems: regulation 
through statutory rules and orders of fish, milk, eggs and potatoes, of which physical 
control by the Ministry of Food was impossible; arrangements for emergency and 
communal feeding; and the rationing system, with the tremendous administrative 
difficulties involved in registering consumers, issuing coupons, supplying retailers, 
and rationing those commodities, such as tea, which could not be brought into the 
general plan. (338-9) 


THE COLOMBO PLAN and other essays. Frederic Benham. Royal Institute 
of International Affairs, 7s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 90 pages. 
The Colombo plan has been in operation for six years and Dr. Benham, who was 
economic adviser to the Commissioner General for the United Kingdom in South 
East Asia from 1947 to 1955, is well qualified to write of its progress and prospects. 
The other four essays deal also with economic development, mainly in the Far East, 
and two of them have already been published in journals. The collection makes a 
useful introduction to the subject, to be followed, it is hoped, by a more thorough 
treatment at a later date. (339°3) 


Law 
RECORD OF THE COMMONWEALTH AND EMPIRE LAW 
CONFERENCE, London, 2oth-27th July, 1955. Solicitors’ Law Stationery 
Society, 358. 1956. 25 cm. 472 pages. 11 illustrations. 
The first Commonwealth and Empire Law Conference was held in London in 1955 
and attended by over one thousand delegates and guests. A full programme of 
meetings and discussions included plenary sessions on professional ethics and the 
fusion of the two branches of the legal profession and there were eleven Committees 
which considered a wide range of problems of law and legal procedure and matters of 
professional interest to lawyers. The papers submitted to this important Conference 
and the Chairmen’s reports to the final plenary session are printed in this volume, 
together with other proceedings. (340-063) 


A CONCISE HISTORY OF THE COMMON LAW. sth edition. 
Theodore F. T. Plucknett. Butterworth, 47s.6d. 1956. 25-5 cm. 828 pages. Tables. 
Index. 

A new edition of the standard history of English Common Law, by the Professor of 

Legal History in the University of London, who, since the last edition in 1948, has 

thoroughly revised the text (now printed in larger type) and has incorporated many 

references to recent literature. The general plan of the work remains as before, the 
first half being an historical introduction to the study of English law, covering the 
crown and the state, the courts and the profession and factors in legal history, such as 
common law, custom, and precedent. The second part consists of introductions to the 
history of sgme of the main divisions of the law comprising procedure, crime and 
tort, real property, contract, equity, and succession. (347) 


THE QUEEN’S COURTS. Peter Archer. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 
300 pages. 2 charts. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 

A useful introduction, by a barrister, to the working of the English legal system: 

it covers the history, jurisdiction and procedure of the various courts and tribunals 

which administer English law. There are six parts. After an introduction, the second 

section deals with the Supreme Court of Judicature in London, the third section is on 

the local administration of justice, section four shows how the courts work, and the 
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fifth section is on specialist bodies, such as the ecclesiastical and administrative courts, 
The last section compares the English system with that of the United States, France 
and Soviet Russia. (347°97) 


Public Administration 
DELEGATION IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT: County to District 
Councils. Peter G. Richards. Allen & Unwin, 20s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 184 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. (The New Town and County Hall Series.) 
Dr. Richards, Lecturer in Government in the University of Southampton, devotes 
particular attention in this book to the increase in delegation of functions from county 
to district councils which has arisen in Great Britain as a result of the Education Act, 
1944, the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, and the Civil Defence Act, 1948. 
He discusses the desirability of extending this system in the course of a general reform 
of the machinery of county government, showing the Icgal and administrative 
problems involved in such an arrangement. The book provides a new approach for 
students and members of local authorities. (352-042) 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN ALBERTA. Eric J. Hanson. McClelland 
& Stewart (Toronto, Canada), $2.50. 1956. 23 cm. 158 pages. Index. 
This study in the evolution of local government in Alberta by the vice-president of 
the Institute of Public Administration of Canada has been written for the general 
reader. From the North-West Municipal Ordinance of 1883 to the far-reaching 
re-organisations of the last twenty years, the social, economic, and political develop- 
ment of the province is traced in the changing concepts and structure of local govern- 
ment. Separate chapters deal with such problems as the enlargement of school and 
hospital districts, urban local government, and provincial local government finance. 
A memorandum tabled in 1956 in the Alberta legislature is appended and points the 
way to future developments in the solution of the pressing financial and organisational 
problems of local government in all the Canadian provinces. (352°07123) 


THE MINISTRY OF WORKS. Sir Harold Emmerson. Allen & Unwin, 
15S. 1956. 22°5 cm. 172 pages. 3 charts. Index. (The New Whitehall Series) 
This admirable series, of which this is the fourth volume, is prepared under the 
auspices of the Royal Institute of Public Administration, and provides authoritative 
descriptions of the present work of major departments of the British central govern- 
ment. Sir Harold Emmerson, former Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Works, 
gives an instructive account of the many and varied functions of that Department, 
which include the provision, furnishing and maintenance of government office and 
other buildings, management of the royal parks, protection of ancient monuments, 
and consultation with industry on building research and the provision of technical 
information. (354°42) 


Social Welfare 

THE OFFICIAL HISTORY OF THE BRITISH LEGION, Graham 
Wootton. Macdonald & Evans for the British Legion, 25s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 366 pages. 
38 illustrations. Index. 

Since the Napoleonic wars voluntary organisations for ex-service men and their 

families have existed in Great Britain, but each was separately sponsored and covered 

a limited field. After World War I these were co-ordinated into one national move- 

ment as the British Legion for both men and women, which today has a membership 

exceeding one million. The present scholarly book deals in detail with the essential 
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facts. Prominence is given to the earlier history covering the fusion, not without 
disagreement, of three major groups into the Legion, its growth and difficulties, and 
the finally accepted unification. Particularly interesting is the record of the Legion’s 
efforts to improve inter-war relations with Germany. The book concludes with the 
Legion’s activities during and since World War II. (369-2) 


Education 


PIONEERS OF POPULAR EDUCATION, 1760-1850. Hugh M. 
Pollard. Murray, 28s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 310 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
Divided into two parts, this scholarly work first examines the chief sources, mainly 
continental, from which Britain drew educational inspiration (e.g., the Brothers of 
the Christian Schools founded by De La Salle in France, the originators of the state 
systems of education in Holland and Prussia, and the followers of Rousseau in 
Switzerland, among whom were Pestalozzi and, later, Father Girard who combined 
the methods of the monitorial and the nature schools). Dr. Pollard then shows how 
pioneers in Great Britain such as Andrew Bell, Robert Owen, Lord Brougham and 
Kay-Shuttleworth were influenced and inspired by the ideas and experiments of these 
continental educationists. This is an important book for students of the history of 
education in the early nineteenth century. (370-9) 


EDUCATION IN GREAT BRITAIN. W. O. Lester Smith. 2nd edition. 
Oxford University Press, 7s.6d. 1956. 17 cm. 214 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
(Home University Library) 

First published in 1949 and now brought up to date, this useful little book is a 

scholarly and successful attempt to give a brief but general survey of the development 

of education in Great Britain, and its relation to the social background. After an 
introductory chapter on the nature of the ideals, aims and principles of education, 
the author traces the history of past attempts to combine local initiative and natural 
direction, voluntary agencies and the State, of the part played by religion in shaping 
the schools, and the compromise between Church and State embodied in the Educa- 
tion Acts of 1870 and 1944. He then considers the lines upon which the curriculum 
has developed in nursery, primary and secondary schools, and, finally, discusses the 
implications of the Education Act, 1944. (370°942) 


GRADUATE EMPLOYMENT. A Sample Survey. September, 1956. 
Political and Economic Planning: Allen & Unwin, 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 314 pages. 
Diagrams. 106 tables. Index. 

PEP, an independent, non-party organisation, is well known for its researches into 

matters relating to public policy. The present book is the first of three on Industry 

and the University Graduate, the whole enquiry being sponsored by the Human 

Relations Joint Committee of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research 

and the Medical Research Council. The volume records a sample survey, from the 

universities of Great Britain, of the employment entered by male graduates of 1950, 

with details of salaries and subsequent changes of career. It provides data not previously 

available, and of obvious value to both employers and educationalists. (371-425) 


EDUCATING SPASTIC CHILDREN. The Education and Guidance of 
the Cerebral Palsied. F. Eleanor Schonell. Oliver & Boyd, 21s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 
258 pages. 11 photographs. 5 diagrams. 2 graphs. 29 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Schonell has written an authoritative study based upon ten years’ work in research 

departments and centres for spastics, mainly in the United Kingdom but also in the 
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United States, Canada, New Zealand, and latterly in Australia. She investigated 
incidence and intelligence level and related the latter to the child’s physical handicap, 
personality and opportunities at home and school. The larger part of the book is 
concerned with Dr. Schonell’s research into educational methods, curricula and 
equipment and into the psychology of the spastic. The study emphasises the im- 
portance of the home background and gives much useful advice to parents, as well as 
to educationists, psychologists and therapists to whom the book can be unreservedly 
recommended. (371-91) 


COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION: A New Approach. Robin Pedley. 
Gollancz, 13s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 204 pages. 
The major questions preoccupying British educators today are what form or forms 
secondary education should take, and how pupils should be selected for the forms 
now prevailing. Dr. Pedley, who has a wide experience of schools and a remarkably 
clear mind, summarises the devastating effects of selection at eleven, and is insistent 
that the attitude towards the education of the fifteen to nineteen age group especially 
should be drastically reconsidered. His own solution is a common school for all up 
to the age of fifteen followed by selective advanced work in County Colleges. His 
argument is forceful and stimulating, and his book should certainly be read by all 
who are interested in what has become known as ‘secondary education’. (373) 


A DESIGN FOR DEMOCRACY. An abridgment of a report of the Adult 
Education Committee of the British Ministry of Reconstruction commonly called 
THE 1919 REPORT, with an introduction, “The Years Between’, by R. D. 
Waller. Max Parrish, 15s. 1956. 22 cm. 222 pages. Index. 

This important report makes a welcome (abridged) reappearance with an introduction 

and assessment by the Professor of Adult Education in Manchester University. The 

report is far more than an examination of a national situation with recommendations; 
again and again one is struck by the depth and significance of its statements, and its 
language has a clarity and a sparkle seldom to be found in such documents. The original 
has been considerably shortened by the omission of details of interest only to historians 
of the subject, but that which remains is a thorough survey of the réle of adult 
education in a nation’s life, with a history of adult education in Great Britain from 

1800 as an appendix. No better man than Professor Waller could have been found 

to present this material, which is of great value to adult educators in all countries no 

matter at what stage of development they may be. (374) 


THE WHY AND HOW OF CHILD ART. Isabel Mackenzie. Angus & 
Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London). A1ss.; 12s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. $6 pages. 
Numerous illustrations. 

The author, who has been teaching art in schools in New South Wales for many 
ears and whose work is based on contemporary methods, has written this practical 
ittle book with the object of explaining to parents why children produce the work 

they do, and of showing the teacher methods by which young children can be 

inspired to express themselves in art. Chapters are devoted to picture-making, pattern- 
making and handicraft. Ways of developing original thought, feeling and expression 
are discussed and the importance of colour is stressed. A final chapter suggests how 
adults can help children to learn how to appreciate pictures. The illustrations are 
interesting. ; (375-7) 
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Transport 
RAILWAYS AND GEOGRAPHY. Andrew C. O'Dell. Hutchinson, 
10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 200 pages. 7 maps and diagrams. Tables. Glossary. 
Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson's University Library) 
This is the work of a geographer whose hobby has been the collection of railway 
literature. The author has brought together and arranged a great body of facts 
relating to the history and economics of railways, and their relation to geographical 
factors. Much of the theme is a tale of eventual success in the face of seemingly 
insurmountable physical conditions. The great human effort that has gone to the 
construction, maintenance and operation of the railway systems is often ignored or 
unappreciated, and Professor O’Dell has done a service in present circumstances in 
directing attention to it so forcefully. His exposition of such topics as the development 
of the urban railway pattern and the strength and weakness of the rivals to the rail- 
road, though brief, is cogent. (385) 


AUSTRALIA’S TRANSPORT CRISIS. Australian Institute of Political 
Science, Summer School (22nd), Canberra, 28th to 30th January, 1956. Angus & 
Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), A22s.6d. 1956. 23 cm. 224 pages. 4 maps. 
11 diagrams. 

The transport system of any country is of vital importance to its economy. In 

Australia vast distances and sparsely settled population accentuate the need for good 

lines. These papers provide a critical survey of Australia’s present-day transport 

system. Road, rail, sea and air transport are discussed in great detail by the experts 
in each particular field. The basic facts are set out—distances covered, total cost and 


cost per head of population—prior to suggestions being put forwarded by which costs 
could be reduced and efficiency raised. (385-0994) 


Customs 


THE SCOTS CELLAR: Its Traditions and Lore. F. Marian McNeill. Richard 

Paterson, 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 300 pages. 13 illustrations. Musical examples. Indexes. 
A scholarly but intensely readable account of the convivial habits of the Scots by an 
author who has already delved deeply into the culinary side of Scottish hospitality 
in The Scots Kitchen. French wine—the blood-stream of the Auld Alliance—native 
ale and whisky are the stimulants which gave rise to the bacchanalian songs, poems 
and anecdotes that Miss McNeill has collected. In spite of a few surprising omissions, 
such as the Whistle contest commemorated by Burns and the notorious Beggar's 
Benison Club, there is a wealth of material both for the general reader and the student 
of Scottish social history. The author concludes with a discoursive list of recipes ranging 
from the elusive Heather Ale to Hippocras and Rowan Wine. The book is admirably 
illustrated. (394) 


LINGUISTICS 
GERMAN-ENGLISH MATHEMATICAL VOCABULARY. Sheila 
Macintyre and Edith Witte. With a Grammatical Sketch by Lilias W. Brebner. 
Oliver & Boyd, 8s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 108 pages. (University Mathematical Texts) 
This textbook is designed to enable an English student to acquire enough knowledge 
to follow German mathematical texts, if used in conjunction with a German 
mathematical work and translation. The vocabulary is brief, giving only basic words, 
and for compounds the student is expected to refer to the grammatical sketch. This 
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is arranged so as to be convenient for reference, and at the same time to enable the 
student to master the ows There are also a list of abbreviations, some sample 
passages of English and German texts, and a table of German type and script. (435) 


PURE SCIENCE 

Mathematics 

TOPOLOGY. E. M. Patterson. Oliver & Boyd, 8s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 136 pages. 

31 diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (University Mathematical Texts) 

Dr. Patterson has provided an admirable introduction to the study of topology, a 
discipline becoming daily of more importance in mathematics. It would be suitable 
reading for the undergraduate, or for the mature mathematician who is no topologist 
but needs or wishes to know the elements of the subject. New ideas are built up step 
by step from familiar foundations, until the reader is able to see the reasons for the 
abstract formulation of the concept of a topological space. Homotopy, as a study of 
continuous deformation, has a chapter, and the book concludes with an introduction 
to algebraic topology by means of simplicial complexes and their homology theory. 
Pains have been taken to make the exposition simple and lucid and to give it outlook 
value; exercises for the reader have been carefully selected. (513-83) 


STATISTICAL METHODS AND SCIENTIFIC INFERENCE. Sir 
Ronald A. Fisher. Oliver & Boyd, 16s. 1956. 23 cm. 184 pages. 5 diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This essay is an examination of the logical nature of uncertain inference written 

largely from a critical-historical point of view by one of the greatest contemporary 

statisticians. Beginning with the theorem of Bayes, the author discusses in turn the 
forms of quantitative inference, some misapprehensions about tests of significance, 
simple examples of inference involving probability and likelihood, and the principles 
of estimation. The concept of mathematical probability is strictly defined and its use 
in scientific inference is carefully considered. (519) 


Physics 
THE ATOM. Sir George Thomson. sth edition. Oxford University Press, 
7s.6d. 1956. 17 cm. 214 pages. 15 diagrams. Table. Bibliography. Index. (Home 
University Library) 
Although the previous edition of this book was published only a year ago, a great 
deal of information has since been made available in the field of nuclear and atomic 
physics as a result of the Geneva Conference on the peaceful uses of Atomic Energy. 
The present edition retains the original arrangement, but the chapters on nuclear 
energy and the structure of the nucleus have been expanded to include the newly 
available knowledge. The book, which has become a classic in the literature of science, 
is written primarily for the general reader but is equally useful as a student’s introduc- 
tion to the subject. (539°7) 


UNITED KINGDOM ATOMIC ENERGY AUTHORITY SECOND 
ANNUAL REPORT for the Period 1st April 1955—31st March 1956. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. 1956. 24°5 cm. 50 pages. Table. Paper covers. 

The rapid and spectacular progress in the peaceful applications of atomic energy is 

lucidly described in this report. Of many technological advances those connected with 

the separation and processing of fissile material, the development and production of 
suitable constructional material especially for reactors and heat exchangers, and the 
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production of new engineering items may be singled out. The progress of the reactor 
programme is well described. Defence activities are briefly discussed. Staff matters, 
relations with industry and international relations are dealt with. The report should 
attract not only those interested technically in some aspect of atomic energy, but 
also the intelligent layman. The basic reactions and facts applying to atomic energy 
which were well stated in the first report are not repeated here. (539-76) 


Chemistry 
ORGANO-METALLIC COMPOUNDS. G. E. Coates. Methuen, 
12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 206 pages. Diagrams. 10 tables. Bibliography. Index. (Methuen’s 
Monographs on Chemical Subjects) 
The author, who is Professor of Chemistry in Durham University, is a well-known 
authority on the subject matter of this little book, which, owing to its size, includes 
only compounds containing one or more carbon metal bonds, only those of ‘true’ 
metals coming within the definition of the title. The presentation follows the groups 
of the periodic table. The treatment is concise and fairly selective, special attention 
being given to methods of preparation and to physical properties and their significance. 
The references, remarkably numerous and well selected, add greatly to the value of 
the book. A special section is devoted to the metallic derivatives of cyclopentadienr 
and of related compounds. The book collects in a bricf space a great deal of infor- 
mation. It should be particularly valuable to those teaching organic chemistry, and 
to those seeking a good introduction to the subject prior to further reading. (547-8) 


Anthropology 
BANTU BUREAUCRACY. A Study of Integration and Conflict in the 
Political Institutions of an East African People. Lloyd A. Fallers. Heffer (Cambridge) 
for the East African Institute of Social Research, 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 298 pages. 13 photo- 
graphs. 16 diagrams. 8 maps. 20 tables. Index. 
The East African Institute of Social Research has recently sponsored enquiry into 
problems of leadership in modern African societies. In this book the present Director 
discusses what happens when traditional chiefs and headmen are required to assume 
the duties of civil servants within the framework of a wider political system under 
European domination. It is an impressive and well-documented study of the strains 
and inconsistencies produced by the resulting conflict of loyalties, and is of special 
interest both as an account of developments in one province of Uganda and as an 
informed comment on the present-day official policy of promoting ‘local self- 
government’. (572-967) 


ALUR SOCIETY. A Study in Processes and Types of Domination. Aidan 
W. Southall. Heffer (Cambridge), 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 416 pages. 14 photographs. 
16 diagrams. 4 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

Based upon two ae field research by a professional anthropologist, this well- 

written account of a Nilotic people inhabiting north-western Uganda and adjoining 

districts of Belgian Congo is of wider interest than the title implies. It deals mainly 
with the techniques by which the Alur gained control of other ethnic groups in their 
region, and shows incidentally how important in this connection were the ritual 
attributes of the chiefs, notably their command of rain-making magic. A good com- 

parison of the Alur political system with others found in primitive societies, and a 

lengthy discussion of how the people have reacted to the imposition of European rule, 

make the book a very useful contribution to the theoretical study of political develop- 


ment. (s72-967) 
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MEDICINE AND MAGIC OF THE MASHONA. Michael Gelfand 
Juta (Cape Town, South Africa), 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 266 pages. 25 photographs 
25 drawings. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 

The author has been physician to the Salisbury Native Hospital for fifteen years and 

in that capacity has studied the beliefs of the Shona concerning medicine and the 

treatment of disease. This book examines in detail the office of Nganga, the Shona 
doctor who is also a magician. After describing the background of tribal belief and 

magic the author outlines the native treatment for various illnesses, including a 

detailed study of the use of herbs for medical purposes. This is a valuable addition to 

the literature on the native races of Rhodesia. (572-9689) 


NEW LIVES FOR OLD. Cultural Transformation—Manus, 1928-1953. 
Margaret Mead. Gollancz, 25s. 1956. 22-5 cm. $70 pages. 60 photographs. 3 dia- 
grams. 2 maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Professor Mead, an eminent American anthropologist, has produced a popular, 

polemical and vivid account of her second visit to Manus (Admiralty Islands) after 

a lapse of twenty-five years. She writes engagingly as an American who believes that 

her country can provide an example of rapid and relatively painless assimilation of 

immigrants into a new way of life. She finds in a Manus another instance of a com- 
munity, albeit a very small one, which, in response to the experiences of the war when 

a million American troops passed through the islands, has created a ‘New Way’ of 

living under the leadership of Paliau. Her well-documented record of changes in 

village organisation, economy, social behaviour and values makes fascinating reading; 
her generalisations and hypotheses, if not always formulated with scientific rigour, 

will provoke the pundits but will demand serious consideration. (572-9937) 


Biochemistry 

QUANTITATIVE PROBLEMS IN BIOCHEMISTRY. Edwin A. 
Dawes. Foreword by J. Norman Davidson. Livingstone, 21s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 234 
pages. Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 

It is essential nowadays for the student to approach biochemistry as a quantitative 

study, for which purpose this book will be a valuable aid. The problems set are 

realistic, many of them being adapted from reported work to which references are 

given. The descriptive sections are also sufficiently full for the book to act as a useful 

introduction to the subject as a whole, particularly for the worker in other fields who 

needs a condensed summary of better than elementary standard. The book is well 

printed, with good diagrams and well-displayed tabular matter. (57419) 


Botany 
EVERYMAN’S WILD FLOWERS AND TREES. Five Hundred of the 
British Wild Flowers, Trees, Shrubs, Grasses and Ferns described and illustrated, 
384 in colour after Sowerby’s British Wild Flowers and 120 from line drawings by the 
author. Miles Hadfield. sth impression. Dent, 15s. 1956. 20 cm. 192 pages. Index. 
Since this handy little book first appeared in 1938 there have been many additions to 
the naturalist’s choice of flower guides. However, there are still many features which 
enable this book to do more than hold its own against its newer competitors. The 
illustrations taken from J. E. Sowerby are most attractively arranged and reproduced, 
though the blues and reds fall a little away from truth. The inclusion of many intro- 
duced species, liable to confuse the beginner, is useful, as are the indications at the 
beginning of each family section of the main members throughout the world useful 
to man. (581-942) 
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Zoology 
ANIMAL NAVIGATION. How Animals Find Their Way ag D. Carthy. 
Allen & Unwin, 18s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 152 pages. 18 photographs. 64 illustrations in 
text. Bibliography. Index. 
Here is a readable and concise book by an expert (Dr. Carthy is a Secretary of the 
Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour), drawing together and interpreting 
in straightforward language much important research, including Von Frisch’s results 
with bees and Kramer and Matthews’ results with orientation of migrant birds. The 
author is primarily interested in invertebrates (an early chapter describes some fasci- 
nating work of his own upon ants), but he takes as his field the whole animal kingdom 
and, since his outlook is objective, readers are not distracted by the fruitless philo- 
sophical wrangles which obscure much work on animal behaviour. (sors) 


ESCAPE TO ADVENTURE. Noel Monkman. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, 
Australia, and London), A2ss. : 21s. 1956. 24°5 cm. 192 pages. $5 illustrations. 
In the variety of wild life that abounds in the north of Queensland and the Northern 
Territory of Australia the author finds fascinating material for motion picture making. 
He describes with careful detail the animal life he photographs, his subjects ranging 
from the crocodiles that lurk in the northern rivers to the minute marine life of the 
Great Barrier Reef. His interest in natural history provides the theme of his work, but 
he also explains how he photographs and films the habits of the wild creatures. The 
pleasant style of writing and presentation and the excellent black-and-white and 
coloured illustrations make this book suitable for the general reader. (591-994) 


SWIFTS IN A TOWER. David Lack. Methuen, 21s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
240 pages. 19 photographs. 21 drawings in text. Graph. Chart. 3 maps. Biblio- 
graphy. Indexes. 

Dr. Lack, who is Director of the Edward Grey Institute for Field Ornithology at 

Oxford, has a happy way of making serious biological research interesting, even 

fascinating, to amateur naturalists as well as to professional biologists: His work on the 

robin is well known. The present book covers some ten years of study of the nesting 
of swifts, a colony of which he persuaded to adopt nest-boxes of a type which made 
continuous observation possible. There is much new information, especially on the 
remarkable adaptations shown by the swift to a variable food supply—it catches all 
its food on the wing—but other aspects, such as migration and systematics, have their 
share in the original discoveries reported here. (598-2) 


THE MAMMALS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. Ian McTaggert Cowan 
and Charles J. Guiguet. Queen’s Printer (Victoria, British Columbia, Canada), $1-00. 
1956. 18-5 cm. 414 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Index. (British Columbia Provincial 
Museum. Handbook No. 11) 

This conveniently sized guide is still another excellent addition to the series dealing 

with British Columbia, and is compiled by the head of the Department of Zoology 

at the University of British Columbia and the Curator of Birds and Mammals at the 

Provincial Museum in Victoria. Intended primarily for the layman, it sets out to 

identify any mammal inhabiting British Columbia by means of concise description, 

measurements, biology and distribution. Many illustrations are used to clarify sub- 
species, and the helpful distribution maps are as exact as possible. All entries are 
arranged in systematic groups by order, family and genus. A comprehensive intro- 
duction and an index listing both scientific and vernacular names complete this useful 


field guide. (s99) 
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THE RABBIT. Harry V. Thompson and Alastair N. Worden. With an appendix 
on the legal aspects by Valerie Worrall. Collins, 16s. 1956. 21 cm. 252 pages, 
16 photographs. Diagrams. Maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (New Naturalist) 

The first author has worked since the war at the Ministry of Agriculture’s Infestation 

Control Division ; the second was for a time Professor of Animal Health at Aberystwyth. 

In combination they have covered all aspects of the biology and ecology of the rabbit 

admirably. Of course, much space is given to the story of myxomatosis, but the 

background of population and physiological research is sketched in with considerable 
detail first and, although the book appears at a time when public interest has been 
stirred by myxomatosis, this aspect is kept in a reasonably subsidiary place. Both 

authors agree in regarding the rabbit primarily as a pest. (599-32) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medical Sciences 
CARDIOLOGY. William Evans. 2nd edition. Butterworth, 92s.6d. 1956. 25 cm. 
$84 pages. $69 illustrations. 21 tables. Index. 

Dr. Evans, Physician to the Cardiac Department of the London Hospital, to the 

National Heart Hospital and the Institute of Cardiology, has shaped and expanded 

lectures delivered to postgraduate students at the London Hospital into an excellent 

standard textbook for postgraduate and qualifying examinations; practitioners can 

also confidently refer to it. Methods of investigation and treatment whose value is 

established are emphasised, while reference is made to those not unreservedly accepted. 

The most marked development in this edition is the thoroughness with which Dr. 

Evans deals with the many advances of the last eight years in diagnosis. This is a well 

revised, much enlarged edition, competently illustrated and beautifully produced. 
(616-1) 


DISEASES OF THE HEART AND CIRCULATION. Paul Wood. 
2nd edition, revised and enlarged. Eyre & Spottiswood, 105s. 1956. 25 cm. 1,046 
pages. Numerous illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

The Director of the Institute of Cardiology, London, provides an authoritative study 

of modern British cardiology; it is comprehensive, clear and well documented and 

illustrated. All ranks of the medical profession, from students to cardiologists, will 
find it stimulating; for postgraduate students and younger specialists it is essential. 

The new edition takes cognisance of five years’ advances in physiology, investigatory 

techniques, and medical and surgical treatment—for example, in the physiology of 

congenital heart disease and acquired valvular disease, in pulmonary, mitral and aortic 
valvotomy, infundibular resection, hypothermia, surgical repair of atrial septal defects, 

and on the medical side, in hypertension. (616-1) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO DERMATOLOGY. G. H. Percival. 12th 
edition. Livingstone, 45s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 382 pages. 239 illustrations (most in colour). 
Index. 

The value of this reliable textbook by the Grant Professor of Dermatology in 

Edinburgh University is enhanced by the profuse and effective illustrations, many of 

them new. These greatly facilitate diagnosis, to which Professor Percival pays special 

attention. He also deals most carefully with treatment, and in this edition, which 
appears after an interval of nine years, he for the first time describes the uses of new 
antibiotics, the sulphones and quinine derivatives, ACTH and cortisone, and also the 
treatment of sensitivity to them. This is an essentially practical work in which facts 
are straightforwardly presented for practitioners and students. (616-5) 
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ALCOHOLISM. A Manual for Students and Practitioners. Lincoln Williams. 
Livingstone, 8s.6d. 1956. 22-5 cm. 72 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Here, very concisely, information is assembled for which the practitioner had hitherto 
to seek in periodicals. Dr. Williams discusses heredity and personality factors in 
alcoholism, its course, its physical and mental effects and medico-legal aspects. In the 
second and larger part of the manual, he elucidates current methods of treatment, 
including psychotherapy, group therapy, and the most successful form of group 
therapy, Alcoholics Anonymous. (616-86) 


POTT’S PARAPLEGIA. D. LI. Griffiths, H. J. Seddon, and R. Rooaf. 
Oxford University Press, 50s. 1956. 25 cm. 144 pages. Numerous illustrations (4 in 
colour). 32 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This important monograph from departments of orthopaedics in the Universities of 

London, Liverpool and Manchester is of exceptional interest to orthopaedic surgeons, 

particularly to those in Asia, Africa and South America, where tuberculosis of the 

spine is more frequently encountered than in the United Kingdom. Material for the 
study of the natural history of the disease and of older methods of treatment is pro- 
vided by Professor Seddon’s 175 unselected cases, while treatment by antero-lateral 
decompression, the technique of which they describe, is elucidated from Mr. Griffiths’ 
and Mr. Roaf’s fifty selected cases, and also from Mr. Roaf’s experience of this 
treatment in India. They also discuss the pros and cons and technique for costo- 
transversectomy and laminectomy from a series of twenty-eight and thirty-five cases 
respectively. (617-3) 


Engineering 

THE BRITISH CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTING 
INDUSTRY: Illustrated History. Federation of Civil Engineering Contractors, 
63s. 1956. 34 cm. 200 pages. Numerous illustrations. 

A handsomely produced volume illustrating in a wealth of photographs with descrip- 

tive text the achievements of the British civil engineering contracting industry, 

charting the industry’s growth from its origins in the pioneering of new modes of 

transport by water and land to its wide range in modern times. Its sections cover: 

Transport and Communications; Fuel and Power; Public Health; War (airfields, 

ordnance factories, shelters and fortifications, Mulberry floating harbour and Pluto— 

the pipe line under the ocean); and Industry (including atomic factories). (620) 


—— Electrical 


CALDER HALL. The Story of Britain’s first Atomic Power Station. 
Kenneth Jay. Foreword by Sir Edwin Plowden. Methuen, $s. 1956. 19 cm. 96 pages. 
24 photographs. 9 diagrams. 

The many steps leading to the completion of the first full scale electric power station 

operating on ‘atomic’ power make up the fascinating subject matter of this book. 

The presentation is not too difficult for the intelligent layman, and all those with some 

knowledge of physics and engineering should find it interesting reading. The author, 

who is on the staff of the Atomic Energy Authority, is already well known for several 
books on related topics and he shows great skill in presenting a complex subject in an 
intelligible and concise manner without sacrificing accuracy unduly to oversimplifi- 

cation. The text is supported by excellent photographs and clear drawings. (621-312) 
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FREQUENCY MODULATION ENGINEERING. Christopher E. 
Tibbs and G. G. Johnstone. 2nd edition. Chapman & Hall, 45s. 1956. 22 cm. 448 
pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

A survey of the whole field of frequency modulation engineering is provided in this 

second edition, the book having been revised and enlarged to include all the develop- 

ments which have taken place in the nine years since it first appeared. The theory of 
transmission, reception and measurement is covered in a readable manner, and an 
extensive bibliography is given at the end of each chapter. The revision is chiefly the 
work of the aaa author, a member of the B.B.C. staff intimately concerned with 
the commencement of the B.B.C. f.m. broadcasting station at Wrotham. The value 
for reference purposes of this excellent work would have been enhanced by a more 
extensive index. (621-384) 


—— Internal Combustion Engines 
NUCLEAR ENERGY IN INDUSTRY. J. G. Crowther. Newnes, 
17s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 176 pages. Photographs. Diagrams. Map. Tables. Index. 

A considerable amount of information on the practical applications of nuclear research 
was made available at the Geneva Conference on the peaceful uses of Atomic Energy, 
which the author attended, and this information is brought together in this book in a 
form suitable for non-technical readers. The first part of the book describes various 
types of nuclear reactors which have been built in Britain, the United States and 
Russia, their purpose, design and performance, and gives some idea of how this new 
source of energy will affect our present economy. The second part shows how radio 
isotopes are used in industry, and there are short chapters on uranium mining and 
extraction, and on the metallurgical and engineering problems which have arisen from 
the new technology. (621-48) 


—— Mining 
NORANDA. Leslie Roberts. Clarke Irwin (Toronto, Canada), $5-00. 1956. 23 cm. 
234 pages. Frontispiece portrait. 22 photographs. Charts. Endpaper maps. Glossary. 
Index. 
An attractively produced and illustrated history of the great copper and gold mine at 
Rouyn in northern Quebec which, from small beginnings, has expanded into a 
gigantic industry with interests extending from Ontario to Nicaragua. Along with 
financial and mining problems came social and economic ones as Rouyn developed 
into a town of 25,000 inhabitants with needs for a hospital, school, churches and 
recreation. The Rouyn rush came in the 1920’s but quickly assumed the wild and 
high-spirited qualities of the earlier California and Klondike gold rushes. This book 
will greatly interest miners, engineers and financiers, but, as the story of mining has 
always involved the romance of discovery and the chance of a fortune, it is also a book 
for the armchair adventurer. (622-34) 


Motor Vehicles 

THE RACING CAR: Development and Design. Cecil Clutton, Cyril 
Posthumus, Denis Jenkinson. Batsford, 25s. 1956. 23 cm. 288 pages. 66 photographs. 
39 drawings by George A. Oliver. Bibliography. Index. 

This admirably produced book traces the history of the Grand Prix racing car, with 

the influence of G.P. formulae on design, over a period of sixty years. It falls neatly 

into three parts: 1895 to 1915; 1919 to 1933; and 1934 to 1956. The great cars of these 

ycars are described and discussed and their story is told in a very readable manner with 
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ample technical data to make development clear. The Racing Car fills a need for a 
concise, well-illustrated, authoritative account of racing development and design. 
The photographs show the cars in action as well as mechanical details. (629-24) 


Agriculture 
OATS. Their Cultivation and Use from Ancient Times to the Present Day. 
William M. Findlay. Oliver & Boyd, 21s. 1956. 23-5 cm. 220 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
This posthumous work records a lifetime’s study of the oat crop and its cultivation. 
William Findlay took up advisory and experimental work in the early part of the 
century and eventually served the North of Scotland Agricultural College for over 
fifty years; his first publication, Experiments with Oats, was published in 1903. Apart 
from superintending field experiments at the Craibstone centre, he always maintained 
a close contact with practical farmers and was widely esteemed for his advisory work. 
Every aspect of the subject is dealt with here, including history, varieties, cultivation, 
milling, etc., and there is a wealth of statistical information supporting the text. 


(633-1) 
Fruit Culture 
PLANTING FRUIT TREES. The Amateur’s Handbook on the Planting 
and Care of Fruit Trees. Roy Genders. Hale, 15s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 160 pages. 
18 photographs. 16 diagrams. Index. 
This is a more comprehensive work than its title might suggest; it deals with fruit 
production at all stages from selecting and planting the trees to harvesting and storing 
the crops The author, a commercial grower of twenty-five years’ experience, has 
designed it as an ‘amateur’s handbook’ and has judiciously included sufficient infor- 
mation about modern research results to make clear the theoretical background, as 
well as the practical advantages, of the methods he describes The bulk of the space 
is given to apples and pears, but there are chapters on Plums and Gages, Damsons and 
Bullaces, and The Cherry. Soft fruits are not included. (634) 


Forestry 


SILVICULTURE. Josef Késtler. Translated from the German by Mark L. 

Anderson. Oliver & Boyd, 45s. 1956. 23-5 cm. 432 pages. 20 plates. 81 tables. Indexes. 
Professor Anderson is performing a valuable service in translating a number of the 
most up-to-date Continental books on forestry. The author holds the Chair in this 
subject at Munich and has for many years been concerned with German forestry pro- 
grammes. His book is based on his university lectures and covers the biological and 
economic study of forests in the widest sense. The introductory sections survey the 
world’s forests and their environments; he then considers in detail the main species 
of trees used in Europe and the associations they can form; part two studies silvi- 
cultural methods as the attempt by man to modify natural forest as little as possible 
consistent with the maximum yield of timber. 634°95) 


GENETICS IN SILVICULTURE. C. Syrach Larsen. Translated from 
the Danish by Mark L. Anderson. Oliver & Boyd, 30s. 1956. 23-5 cm. 236 pages. 
Numerous illustrations. Graphs. Tables. Index. 

Dr. Larsen is Director of the National Arboretum in Denmark. The general biologist 

will be greatly interested in the methods which have been developed to study inheri- 

tance in organisms with so slow a succession of generations and whose fertilisation 
often takes place eighty feet above the ground. The details of how pollination is 


733 








controlled on grafted ‘bush’ trees and how tests of genotypes are made by growing 
groups of vegetatively produced plants in close comparison (“tree shows’) are most 
illuminating. The subject is new, but vitally important to forestry, and already 
valuable discoveries have been made, particularly in the realm of hybridisation, which 
is well known to augment vigour. (634-95) 


ADELGES INSECTS OF SILVER FIRS. Isaac William Varty. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 8s.6d. 1956. 24°5 cm. 80 pages. 70 illustrations. 8 diagrams. 
32 tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Forestry Commission Bulletin, No. 26) 

The research reported in this paper concerns the life histories and economic importance 

of two species of this genus of Aphids in Scottish forests. It is concluded that one of 

the species is a serious pest of the Silver Fir, sufficiently so to render any widespread 
planting of this tree unwise at the present. Details are given of tests to discover the 
nature of the damage caused; there is a preliminary indication that the degree of 
resistance to Adelges is linked with the pH of the host tissues and, therefore, some 
species of Abies are safe to grow, while others are not. (634-975) 


Horticulture 


UNUSUAL VEGETABLES. Erma Harvey James. Hart-Davis, 9s.6d. 1956. 
19 cm. 144 pages. Index. (The Countryman Library) 
The unusual vegetables are those not regularly included in the British cuisine, but easily 
cultivated, e.g. calabrese, cardoon, celeriac, corn salad, kohl-rabi, orach, squash, 
sweet peppers, together with some less well-known varieties of more popular vege- 
tables—blue coco beans, nine star perennial broccoli, asparagus peas. The author gives 
brief descriptions of each plant, with good cultural notes, and adds a selection of useful 
recipes designed to exploit the particular qualities of each. There are also excellent 
sections on the herb garden and on the use of wild vegetables, fruits and herbs in the 
kitchen. (635) 


Livestock Domestic Animals 


BLACK’S VETERINARY DICTIONARY. William C. Miller and 
Geoffrey P. West. 4th edition. Black, 35s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 1,088 pages. 36 photo- 
graphs. 327 illustrations in text. 

Although the title describes this book as a dictionary it is really more of a one-volume 

encyclopedia. It covers the field of veterinary medicine for the farmer and stock 

owner and all who are in some way concerned with animals. This new edition has 
been extensively revised and newly recognised diseases and other advances in veterin- 
ary science have been included. The production is good and the diagrams are clear 
and simple. The volume will serve as a handy reference work for the layman, enabling 
him to recognise the more important diseases and initiate informed first aid till pro- 
fessional help can be obtained. (636-089) 


VETERINARY CLINICAL DIAGNOSIS. David Wirth. First English 
edition, translated from the German and revised by Annie I. Littlejohn. Bailliere, 
258. 1956. 23°5 cm. 240 pages. 213 illustrations. Index. 

A translation of the third edition (1949) of a students’ textbook written by a former 

Director of the Medical Clinic in the Veterinary High School, Vienna. Its purpose is 

to provide an introduction to clinical examination and diagnosis. It does this in detail 

with many illustrations, starting with methods of restraint and then considering the 
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general condition, regional examination, and various tests and what can be learned 
from them. It deals with farm and household animals and poultry. To adapt it to the 
needs of British students several chapters have been rewritten and others revised. 
As some of the original illustrations were not available, new ones have been made 
and the number increased. The book is well produced. (636.0896) 


Food: Cookery 
CAREFREE COOKERY. Meat, Poultry, Game. Monica Mawson. 
Heinemann, 15s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 192 pages. 15 illustrations. Index. 

The author, an English demonstrator and broadcaster, has written a most useful book, 
based on the scientifically determined nutritional values of foods. She dispels by 
analysis many old beliefs, and gives serious warnings of the dangers of twice-cooked 
meat. There are diagrams showing the different cuts of meat; also photographic 
illustrations. The many recipes are well chosen and easy to follow, and there is an 
interesting section on foreign dishes. (641-5) 


THE SCOTTISH COOKERY BOOK. Elizabeth Craig. Deutsch, 18s. 
1956. 22 cm. 376 pages. Glossary. Index. 
Elizabeth Craig is one of the leading cookery experts in Great Britain and in this well- 
written, authoritative book she gives a full collection of the recipes for which Scotland 
is famous. There are old Scottish names as strange as Cullen Skink (a fish soup); 
Feather Fowlic (another soup served at banquets); Roastit Bubbly Jock (turkey); and 
Het Pint—a beverage that was served on the eve of a wedding or New Year's 
morning. Not only are the recipes historically interesting but they are clear to follow 
and delicious to taste. A very useful book for the kitchen library. (641-59) 


COOKING WITH YOGURT. Irfan Orga. Deutsch, 9s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 
120 pages. Table. Index. 
Captain Orga gives clear instructions how to make this health-giving and delicious 
milk product, insisting that sweet, homemade yogurt is quite different from the sour 
substance sold in the shops. Turkish recipes in which it is used follow. Yogurt mixed 
with egg yolks thickens soups, stews and sauces and gives them a creamy consistency. 
It makes, too, an excellent dressing for salads and vegetables. There is an interesting 
chapter on Turkish savouries, among which Cheese Torte and Sultan’s Favourite 
should make useful additions to western repertoires. There is also a good recipe for 
Lokma—a succulent oriental sweet. (641-59) 


Advertising 


ADVERTISING AS A SERVICE TO SOCIETY. An Advertising 
Practitioner’s Views on the Essential Nature of his Work. John McEwan. 
Macdonald & Evans, 12s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 132 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

This is a common-sense approach to the subject by a director and planning head of a 

well-known advertising agency. Writing from many years’ advertising experience, 

he avoids the textbook sty Ne and describes clearly, for the benefit of both the student 
and the general reader, the broad developments of advertising from early times and 
the main forms which it takes today. While considering the varied influences of these, 
he discusses the present and potential importance of advertising in society as a whole, 
and gives a reasoned reply to critics who say that it should be abolished. (659-1) 
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Chemical Technology 
CATALYSIS. Vol. 4. Edited by P. H. Emmett. Chapman & Hall, 100s. 1956. 
23 cm. $76 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The fourth volume in this excellent series deals in detail with certain catalytic hydro- 
genation reactions, in the main with the Fischer-Tropsch synthesis, the related 
isosynthesis and the catalytic preparation of methane from carbon monoxide and 
carbon dioxide. The six chapters dealing with these topics are written by members of 
the U.S. Bureau of Mines, where a great deal of this work has been done. These topics 
are presented expertly and in considerable detail, and the accounts should be of great 
value to those working in these fields. The books ends with two much shorter 
chapters, also highly informative, dealing with ‘Liquid Phase Catalytic Coal and Tar 
Hydrogenation’ and ‘Catalytic Cyclisation and Aromatisation of Hydrocarbons’. 
Comprehensive bibliographies are again included. The book is beautifully printed and 
produced, and can be highly recommended. (660-28) 


—— Fuel 
AGARD SELECTED COMBUSTION PROBLEMS II. Edited by 
Members of AGARD Combustion Panel. Butterworth, 90s. 1956. 25 cm. $04 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. f 
Eighteen papers presented at the second Combustion Colloquium of the Advisory 
Group for Aeronautical Research and Development of NATO, held at Liége in 
December 1955, are given here, with the discussions on them. The papers are grouped 
under aircraft engines and fuels; ignition and flammability; transport properties; 
high altitude combustion problems; similarity, scaling and fundamental parameters. 
Five technical films shown at the Colloquium are briefly described. Four of the papers 
are in French, the rest in English. The volume provides a valuable summary of 
achievements and deficiencies in combustion theory and experiment. (662°6) 


—— Beverages: Wines and Spirits 
WINES FROM ITALY. Charles Bode. Peter Owen, 16s. 1956. 22 cm. 
136 pages. 6 illustrations by David Williams. Index. 

This short and very readable book should accompany the wine-loving traveller in 
Italy. As he moves from one region to another, from the Alps to Sicily, it will guide 
him to the best of the wines which each has to offer, describing their qualities, the 
manner of their making and the places in which they are found. The book has attrac- 
tive illustrations, but the lack of a map is regrettable. (663-2) 


AMATEUR WINE MAKING. An Introduction and Complete Guide 
to Wine, Cider, Perry, Mead and Beer making and to the Cultivation of the Vine. 
S. M. Tritton. Faber, 21s. 1956. 22*5 cm. 240 pages. 33 photographs. Drawings in 
text. Tables. Glossary. Index. 

Mrs. Tritton is an expert wine-maker and gives an interesting account of vines and 

how to cultivate them, the making of wine, in detail, and the chemical processes 

which it undergoes. She has chapters on Fruit, Vegetable and Cereal Wines, and on 
the making of cider and beer, with clear instructions as to the equipment needed and 
where it can be obtained. She asserts that it is well within the amateur wine-maker’s 
capacity to produce all the different types of wine desired for any social occasion. 
(663-2) 
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—— Gas 


GAS WORKS EFFLUENTS AND AMMONIA. Arthur Key. 2nd 
edition, revised and enlarged by P. C. Gardiner. Institution of Gas Engineers, 21s. 
1956. 21°5 cm. 198 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


This work gives a broad view of the nature and handling of gas works effluents and 
ammonia. The second edition (the first was published in 1938) has been enlarged and 
places more emphasis on practical aspects. After reviewing the general problems of 
gas 2fluents, the author considers such varied topics as the recovery, chemistry and 
general properties of gas works ammonia and its derivatives, the use of ammonia in 
gas purification, etc. Appendices provide information on methods of chemical 
analysis, the examination of sewage, and factors arising from legislation on sewage 
treatment and pollution prevention. The work is fully documented with references to 
the original literature and will prove an invaluable reference work to all technical 
members of the gas industry as well as those concerned with sewage disposal in 
industrial areas. (665-7) 


—— Ceramics: Cement 


THE CHEMISTRY OF CEMENT AND CONCRETE. Revised 
edition of Lea and Desch by F. M. Lea. Edward Arnold, 70s. 1956. 24 cm. 654 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 


Completely revised and brought up to date, this second edition contains an additional 
chapter reviewing the atomic structures of the cement compounds and their relation 
to cementing properties After a brief historical review and a general outline of the 
classification of cements, the book discusses in detail the raw materials and processes of 
manufacture of cements, their chemical construction and use The mechanisms of 
hydration, setting and hardening are dealt with in some detail as are the choice of 
aggregates and other compounding ingredients Subsequent chapters cover the resist- 
ance of concrete to various natural and artificial destructive agents and outline the 
causes of concrete failure and methods of examination Although primarily intended 
for the chemist engaged in the manufacture or use of cements and concretes, the book 
contains much information which will be of wider interest, particularly to those 
engaged in the building and civil engineering industries. (666-9) 


Metallurgy 


OXYGEN IN IRON AND STEEL MAKING. J. A. Charles, W. J. B. 
Chater and J. L. Harrison. Butterworth, 42s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 322 pages. Photographs. 
Numerous diagrams. 63 tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 


In recent years significant advances have been made in iron and steel metallurgy 
through the introduction of techniques based on high-purity oxygen produced by 
‘tonnage’ oxygen plant. This book collates and critically discusses almost everything 
published in the field. It is divided into three sections: treatment of molten metal 
with oxygen (pre-refining and conversion techniques) ; blast enrichment (blast furnace, 
cupola and gas producer); and flame enrichment (open-hearth combustion). Each 
section is introduced by a chapter dealing with the theoretical considerations involved, 
and many useful references are given. The book should prove interesting and generally 
useful to iron and steelworks operatives. (669-14) 
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Manufactures: Furniture 
CONTEMPORARY CABINET DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION. 
Edited by Denise Bonnett. Batsford, 50s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 238 pages. Numerous 
illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
Denise Bonnett, as editor of a leading weekly furniture trade journal, is well qualified 
to produce this book. All the contributors have extensive knowledge of their own 
fields. The result is a useful compendium aimed at the serious student of furniture 
making. The book covers the whole field from raw materials, including adhesives 
and plastics, through design to manufacture and factory management, and it includes 
a useful chapter on costing in the furniture industry. Well produced and extensively 
illustrated with working drawings and photographs, this is undoubtedly an excellent 
book for the student of British contemporary furniture. (684-2 


ARTS AND RECREATION 


City Planning Landscape Architecture 

THE ROYAL PARKS OF LONDON. Richard Church. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 2s.6d. 1956. 19°5 cm. 66 pages. 8 illustrations from prints in the British 
Museum and Guildhall Library. Drawings by Victor Cooley. 8 plans. Bibliography. 
Paper covers. (Ministry of Works Guide Book) 

The Royal Parks—St. James’s, Green Park, Hyde Park, Kensington Gardens, Regent's 

Park, Primrose Hill, Greenwich Park, Richmond Park, Hampton Court and the 

Bushy, Parks—are part of the greater glories of the British capital; but few Londoners 

even know much about their history or the different skills which are required to keep 

them fresh and blossoming. This book by a writer well known as a poet and auto- 

biographer is full of instructive and entertaining information, contains maps of each 

park, and is pleasantly illustrated. (7125) 


Architecture 

ARCHITECTURE, NATURE AND MAGIC. W. R. Lethaby. 
Biographical Note by Alfred Powell. Duckworth, 16s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 156 pages. 
15 photographs. 62 drawings in text. Bibliography. Index. 

William Richard Lethaby, architect, artist, inspired teacher, died in 1931, but is 

remembered with affection and admiration by the entire architectural profession. This 

book originally appeared as a series of articles in The Builder in 1928, although an earlier 

version with the title Architecture, Mysticism and Myth was published as long ago as 

1892. It comprises a collection of papers which discuss the human motives influencing 

the shape and appearance of buildings all over the world. Alfred Powell contributes 

some introductory notes on Lethaby’s life. (720) 


TROPICAL ARCHITECTURE IN THE HUMID ZONE. Maxwell 
Fry and Jane Drew. Batsford, 63s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 320 pages. Numerous illustrations. 
Maps. Tables. Index. 

The authors form perhaps the best-known husband and wife partnership in British 

architecture, and both have had wide professional experience in the tropics, especially 

in Nigeria, where they have done most interesting work. Their association with 

Le Corbusier in designing Chandigarh, the new capital of the Punjab, will also be 

remembered. The present book is, in general, the product of these important activities 

and, in particular, a detailed study of the many factors influencing the design of all 
types of building in the humid zone. Elegantly produced as well as informative, it is 
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generously provided with maps, diagrams, plans and photographs. Niemeyer, Levi, 
Burle Marx, Raymond, Neutra, James Cubitt, and of course, the authors are among 
the architects whose work is shown. Seventeen appendices summarize essential basic 


data. (729) 


Ceramics 
HANDBOOK OF POTTERY AND PORCELAIN MARKS. 
Compiled by J. P. Cushion in collaboration with W. B. Honey. Faber, sos. 1956. 
225 cm. 476 pages. Numerous illustrations. Maps. Tables. Index. 
This reference work, compiled by members of the Ceramics Department of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum, London, lists 3,500 marks used on European and Far 
Eastern pottery including many r19th-2o0th century marks hitherto unrecorded. The 
aim has been to produce a compendious rather than an exhaustive handbook. Arrange- 
ment is by country subdivided by factories in alphabetical order; each mark is repro- 
duced in facsimile with dates and brief notes concerning factory, individual potter, and 
type of ware on which the mark is usually found. A comprehensive index covers 
devices, initials, etc., as well as names. This authoritative new guide to the inter- 
pretation of marks would have been even more useful to the non-expert if a biblio- 
graphical note had been included indicating how to use it in conjunction with or to 
supplement the older established handbooks on marks by Chaffers and by Burton and 
Hobson. (738) 


ISLAMIC POTTERY from the Ninth to the Fourteenth Centuries A.D. 
(Third to Eighth Centuries A.H.) in the collection of Sir Edward Hitchcock. 
Introduction by Arthur Lane. Faber, 25s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 38 pages of text. 34 pages 
of plates (77 illustrations including 8 in colour). Map. Bibliography. 

An illustrated catalogue of specimens brought together during the last twenty-five 

years. Apart from the intrinsic beauty of glaze and sense of design, these jugs, bowls 

and dishes are of importance in illustrating the development of Islamic ceramic art 
in a period considerably carlier than that covered by public collections. An informative 
introduction by the Keeper of Ceramics at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, 
explains the historical and technical significance of these choice specimens, which have 
only recently been brought to light through excavations of ruined cities. The iridescent 
blue and green colours, admirably conveyed in the colour plates, will have an immedi- 
ate appeal to the connoisseur, while the monochrome plates, illustrating nearly the 
whole of the collection, supplement the catalogue text in providing material of great 
interest to the ceramics specialist. (738-3) 


Metal Arts 


DESIGN IN JEWELLERY. Peter Lyon. Peter Owen, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 
188 pages. 16 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
A popular introduction to the subject for all who have occasion to study jewellery— 
e.g. students in jewellery classes at art schools, fashion experts, apprentices in the 
jewellery business, collectors, and members of the general public interested in objects 
of personal adornment. There are chapters on jewellery design, techniques and 
materials, jewellery economics, fashion and costume pieces, collecting, and teaching 
methods for students. The author writes interestingly and practically on both the 
historical and present-day aspects of jewellery, but his text could have been served 
with better illustrations. (739°27) 
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Embroidery 
DESIGN FOR EMBROIDERY from Traditional English Sources. 
Constance Howard. Batsford, 45s. 1956. 26 cm. 208 pages. 284 illustrations. Index. 
This splendidly produced book, by a practising embroideress and experienced teacher 
of the subject, combines an historical survey of embroidery in Britain from medieval 
times to the beginning of this century and a manual for serious practitioners of the 
craft. The author describes, century by century, the kinds of materials and stitches 
used (with excellent diagrams to help teachers and students), the nature and quality 
of prevailing workmanship and design in each age, and shows how needlewomen can 
adapt ideas from historical designs to suit present-day conditions. The endless possi- 
bilities of this are well brought out in the really beautiful illustrations, which set 
examples of contemporary pieces worked or. these principles beside the historic 
designs which inspired them, ranging from the Bayeux tapestry and specimens of opus 
anglicanum to Victorian samplers, Ayrshire bonnets and Berlin woolwork. (746-44) 


Painting 

GENTLE FRIENDS. The Paintings of E. Box. Foreword by Robert 
Melville. Arthur Jeffress (Pictures) and André Deutsch, 10s.6d. 1956. Obl. 21 cm. 
28 pages. 21 illustrations (10 in colour). Paper covers. 

E. Box is the pseudonym of a woman painter who depicts a highly personal world in 

which such apparently incongruous elements as wild animals, angels and saints, 

flowers, children, and Victorian governesses are seen with an ‘innocent eye and 

blended into a childhood’s paradise of gentleness and calm domestic joys. The fusion 

of naivety with sophistication often appeals to fashionable taste and this attractive 

little booklet is, in some measure, a souvenir of the painter’s successful exhibitions held 

in London, New York and Rome. (759-2) 


MODERN ENGLISH PAINTERS: Lewis to Moore. John Rothenstein. 
Eyre & Spottiswoode, 35s. 1956. 23 cm. 358 pages. 32 plates. Index. 
This further volume of studies of modern English painters (the first was published in 
1952) deals with seventeen artists born before 1900. Between Wyndham Lewis 
(b. 1884) and Henry Moore (b. 1898), who open and close the book, come Duncan 
Grant, Nevinson, Wadsworth, Gertler, the Nash brothers, Ben Nicholson, David 
Jones, and others. All these, with one exception, have been personally known to the 
author, who discusses their background and work with refreshing sympathy. As 
Director of the Tate Gallery, London, he has had ample opportunity to assess the 
artists’ individual contributions to the development of modern English painting, but 
his two volumes will perhaps be most keenly appreciated as a series of first-hand 
biographical studies. (759°2) 


Photography 
EXAKTA HANDBOOK. K. L. Allison. Fountain Press, 15s. 1956. Obl. 
15*5 cm. 168 pages. 100 illustrations. Tables. 

The handbook is a complete guide to all modern and carly models of the Exakta, and 
for the benefit of the newcomer the author starts by explaining the basic principles 
of these world-famous cameras. In addition to the detailed information on the tech- 
nique of using the cameras, the book gives much valuable advice on photography in 
general. The experienced Exakta photographer will find the specialised knowledge 
and the information on equipment, accessories and materials very helpful. Chapters 
cover: Medical and scientific work, Stereoscopic equipment, colour, facts concerning 
exposure, depth of ficld and focusing technique, flash photography, and close-ups 
and the value of novoflex. (771°3) 
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Music 
A HISTORY OF RUSSIAN MUSIC. Richard Anthony Leonard. 
Jarrolds, 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 396 pages. 17 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

What Mr. Leonard, an American critic, has actually written is a comprehensive 
chronological study of the principal Russian composers, prefixed with chapters on 
church music and the importation of Italian opera during the 18th and early roth 
centuries. Each study is mainly biographical, with an outline of the chief charac- 
teristics of the music, but not analytically in its European context. With this reser- 
vation, the book may be recommended as accurate and well suited to the general 
reader. There is a lucid account of the bewildering influence of successive Communist 
regimes on Russian composers and musical life. The portraits are excellent. (780-947) 


THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF JAZZ. Leonard Feather. Foreword by 
Duke Ellington. Arthur Barker, 63s. 1956. 26 cm. 360 pages. 200 photographs. 
Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 

This is perhaps the most important contribution to the literature of jazz. It supplies 

information on every facet of the subject, including a brief history of jazz and over a 

thousand biographies of important figures in this colourful department of music. 

A chapter on “What is Jazz?’ presents a musical analysis of its technical aspects and 

gives a number of useful examples. The many photographs form a fascinating pictorial 

history in themselves, bringing to life the men and women responsible for the develop- 
ment of jazz. Leonard Feather, who has had more than two hundred compositions 
performed by the leading American bands, is a well-known writer, critic and broad- 
caster. His book is an invaluable work of reference for the jazz lover, and an easy and 
interesting introduction to the subject for the layman. (785-42) 


Puppets 
THROUGH WOODEN EYES. Jan Bussell. Faber, 18s. 1956. 22 cm. 
144 pages. 15 illustrations. 4 drawings in text by Francis Gower. Index. 

This ‘book of travel and encounter’ is lit with the author’s enthusiasm and enriched 
by his experience and skill, making its reading, whether one is a puppet enthusiast 
or not, a delight. Here are accounts of both historical (still extant) and modern puppets. 
They include descriptions of Georges Sand’s puppet theatre at Nohant, a performance 
by the Sicilian Marionettes in Naples, Guignol theatres in France, a student’s puppetry 
course in Switzerland, Obratsov’s Russian puppet theatre shows, and, lastly, an 
account of the author’s tour with his own ‘Hogarth Puppets’ in South Africa in 1954. 
The book is both stimulating and informative, a welcome addition to any puppetry 


library. (791°5) 
The Theatre 


GREAT OPERA HOUSES. A Traveller’s Guide to their History and 
Traditions. Spike Hughes. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 32s.6d. 1956. 22-5 cm. 362 pages. 
14 illustrations. Plan. Bibliography. Index. 

This account of nineteen opera houses, in Paris, Munich and Vienna and ten Italian 

cities, is packed with information about architects, singers, composers, conductors and 

producers who have contributed to their greatness. Mr. Hughes, a London critic, has 
written a most unusual book which includes details of local customs, cost of seats, 
and times of seasons. He has recently revisited all the houses that he knew before the 
war, so that he writes with up-to-date knowledge and the benefit of archival research 
in situ. The traveller with means and leisure to enjoy opera abroad will find 
Mr. Hughes an indispensable, entertaining and witty guide. (792-09) 
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THE VICTORIA THEATRE. A Survey. George Rowell. Oxford University 
Press, 258. 1956. 22 cm. 218 pages. 19 illustrations. Play-list. Bibliography. Index. 
The author enlarges his survey of the Victorian theatre to cover the period between 
1792 and 1914, thus tracing the growth of both theatre and drama from their origins 
in the late 18th century to their influence and demise at the outbreak of the First 
World War. Arbitrary or not as one may consider his chronology, the result is a 
well-balanced study of a period when drama was subordinate first to theatrical spec- 
tacle and later to the domination of the great actor managers. But it is a long step from 
Lewis's The Castle Spectre and Sheridan’s Pizarro to Shaw’s Pygmalion and Galsworthy’s 
The Mob, which are discussed in his final chapter, “The Era of Society Drama’, and 
having arrived here, he reaches a form of drama which has not ceased to be used up 
to the present day. His selective play-list and bibliography are useful appendices. 
(792-0942) 
Ballet 
BALLET IN MOSCOW TODAY. Héléne Bellew. Thames & Hudson, 
358. 1956. 25°5 cm. 204 pages. 156 photographs. 
The author, known to audiences of post-Diaghilev ballets-russes as the Danish-born 
dancer Héléne Kirsova, collected her photographs (of various dates) and other 
material for this book during a recent visit to Moscow. She translates the detailed 
scenarios of fifteen ballets danced there at the Bolshoi Theatre, and gives a brief 
account and appraisal of thirty-five leading dancers of the company, headed by 
Ulanova, Lepechinskaya, Plisetskaya and Struchkova; Yermolaev, Preobrazhenski, 
Kondratov and Lapauri. (792°8) 


BALLET TECHNIQUE. A Series of Practical Essays. Tamara Karsavina. 
Foreword by Dame Margot Fonteyn. Black, 10s.6d. 1956. 24:5 cm. 48 pages. 
27 photographs. 

This famous ballerina has rewritten for this volume the short articles she contributed 

to the Dancing Times on points of ballet technique and training seen in the light of 

her unique genius and experience. She is first concerned with perfecting the funda- 
mental exercises by which teacher and pupil together lay a secure foundation of 
technique capable of meeting the severest demands of nineteenth century academic 
choreography. Secondly she suggests, through analyses of movement, means of help 
for dancers with particular problems of balance, of elevation, or in pirouettes. She 
quotes for practice enchainements a number of challenging excerpts from lesser-known 

Maryinsky Theatre ballets, and describes various steps ‘lost’ from Giselle through the 

substitution of simpler versions. She offers lively and invaluable help to the qualified 

ballet teacher. (792°8) 


Sports and Games 

THE ELEMENTS OF CHESS. Julius du Mont. Revised edition with 
the collaboration of Leonard Barden. Bell, 15s. 1956. 19 cm. 144 pages. Diagrams. 

Julius du Mont, a prolific writer on the game for many years, has the gift of expound- 

ing general principles of chess for the benefit of the less advanced players or those 

below average strength. This book for the beginner was first published in 1925 and 

the collaborator in the revised edition was the British Champion in 1954. (794:1) 


THE SPECTATOR’S HANDBOOK. An Aid to the Appreciation of Athletics, 
Boxing, Cricket, Association and Rugby Football and Lawn Tennis. J. B. Pick. 
Phoenix House, 12s.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 144 pages. 21 photographs. 2 diagrams. 

In this pleasant and humorous book, the author answers a few of the hundreds of 
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questions asked by spectators when watching or discussing popular pastimes. Good 
spectators, he claims, are as necessary to the health of a game as good players, and 
his book will undoubtedly help to increase the enjoyment of sporting contests and 


matches. (796) 


SOCCER, THE WORLD GAME. A Popular History. Geoffrey Green. 
Revised edition. Pan Books, 2s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 252 pages. 26 illustrations. Paper 
covers. 

A slightly revised edition of an excellent history of Association football first published 

in 1953. The author, who has a wide knowledge of his subject, describes the rise of 

the game to world-wide popularity and the reasons for its great attraction as an 
entertainment and as a spectacle. The record of the early days of soccer and the 
formative period in the development of the game at the turn of the century is 

particularly interesting. (796-33) 


FOOTBALL YEAR. Percy M. Young. Phoenix House, 15s. 1956. 21 cm. 
160 pages. 12 illustrations by Reginald Haggar. Index. 

Dr. Young admits to being a football fan, just for unqualified love of soccer, and he 

writes enthusiastically, but delightfully, about the game wherever and whenever it 

is played. His twelve essays take us round the year, finishing in July with some 

thoughts on summer reading about what he calls a ‘whacking good game’. (796-33) 


NANGA PARBAT PILGRIMAGE. Hermann Buhl. Translated from the 
German by Hugh Merrick. Hodder & Stoughton, 25s. 1956. 23 cm. 360 pages. 
19 photographs. 3 maps. Index. 

Hermann Buhl, an Austrian, has from the age of sixteen dedicated his life to the 

mountains. Still a young man, he had his great reward in 1953 when he made the 

first ascent of the redoubtable Nanga Parbat in the Himalaya—the last 3,000 feet 
alone. Before this great feat he had trained himself to become a brilliant mountaineer 
on snow, ice and rock by ascending many of the most difficult climbs in the Alps, 
particularly in the Dolomite region. When he journeyed to the Himalaya he was 

therefore well equipped for the most difficult conditions. Hugh Merrick, himself a 

mountaineer, has rendered a good translation of Buhl’s vivid accounts of his exploits. 


(796-52) 


A PICTURE HISTORY OF MOUNTAINEERING. Ronald W. 
Clark. Hulton Press, 30s. 1956. 29 cm. 24 pages of text. 136 pages of illustrations. 
(Hulton’s Picture Histories) 

The author was undertaking an immense task when he set out to give the history 

of mountaineering, all over the world, almost entirely by means of pictures (353 in 

all). But although there are naturally a certain number of omissions in such an 
ambitious work Ronald Clark, has, on the whole, succeeded admirably. The prints 
of climbing in early times are particularly interesting, and these in conjunction with 
many fine photographs collected from numerous sources present in a pleasing way 
the main outlines of the story of mountaineering from its first days right up to the 
present time. (796-52) 


BIG FIGHT. The Story of World Championship Boxing. Denzil Batchelor. 
Revised edition. Pan Books, 2s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 254 pages. 25 illustrations. 
Chronology. Paper covers. 

A revision of a book first published in 1954 and written by a well-known sports 

journalist and broadcaster. It is a good history of boxing in all lands from the first 

championship fight in 1727 to the present day. (796-83) 
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ONE JUMP AHEAD. Pat Smythe. Cassell, 13s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 254 pages. 
66 photographs. Diagram. Table. 

Another very pleasantly written book by one of the greatest of British horsewomen. 

A sequel to her first book Jump for Joy, it tells of her experiences in many countries 

visited in order to take part in jumping competitions. It includes her own story of 

the great Equestrian Olympic Games held at Stockholm in June 1956 where she won 

the prize for the best lady rider throughout the show. (798-2) 


THE TAMING OF GENGHIS. R. Stevens. Faber, 12s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
128 pages. Title page illustration by C. F. Tunnicliffe. 
The author tells us how he caught a young Gyrfalcon in Iceland, brought it back to 
England and trained it for falconry. The details of this training will interest those who 
are not themselves falconers because they are written clearly and with intense 
enthusiasm. It is obvious that, even given equal zeal and perseverance, only the 
fortunate few would have the leisure for such prolonged devotion. It is all the more 
valuable, therefore, to have this expert account of the procedure placed on record. 
(799-25) 
LITERATURE 


THE MAN OF LETTERS IN THE MODERN WORLD. Selected 
Essays: 1928-1955. Allen Tate. Thames & Hudson, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 352 pages. 
Notes. 

Mr. Tate is a distinguished American poet and critic. This selection of essays published 

in the principal American literary journals has an extremely wide range, from the 

contemporary interest of Longinus’s criticism to the now celebrated award of the 

Bollingen prize to Ezra Pound. Although he is no partisan of ‘engagement’ in the 

French sense, Mr. Tate shows a particular awareness of the poet’s responsibility 

towards public themes, a responsibility which he sums up as discrimination, or in 

Yeats’s phrase the ability to hold justice and reality in a single thought. (804) 


A HISTORY OF WESTERN LITERATURE. J. M. Cohen. Penguin 
Books, 3s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 380 pages. Chronology. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican 
Books) 

Any account of nine centuries of European literature up to the present in three 

hundred and fifty pages or so can be attempted only in the broadest terms. Mr. 

Cohen’s scheme leaves out English and American literature except by allusion. He 

succeeds best in the earlier periods where the range of literature is still comparatively 

narrow, and his chapters, for example, on troubadour poetry and the rebirth of Italy 
are particularly interesting in explaining these influences on modern literature. Later 
the sheer volume of names becomes overwhelming, though the accounts of transitions 
from one century or movement to another are always valuable. There is a useful 
section on available English translations. (809) 


American Literature 
THE FABER BOOK OF MODERN AMERICAN VERSE. Edited 
by W. H. Auden. Faber, 21s. 1956. 21 cm. 336 pages. 

There is not a great deal of exchange in poetry between the U.S.A. and Britain, and 
in this anthology the majority of the poets born since 1900 will be strange to English 
readers. Professor Auden’s selection begins with the post Civil War generation of the 
1870's and no poet born later than 1923 has been included. Mr. Ezra Pound might 
have been more generously represented, but in general the choice is extremely 
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comprehensive. One notices in particular the absence of poetic groups, while the 
insistence on individuality by each writer seems considerably more pronounced than 
it is in Europe. Professor Auden contributes an excellent preface. (811-5) 


DARK OF THE MOON. Howard Richardson and William Berney. 
Heinemann, 6s. 1956. 18-5 cm. 80 pages. Paper covers. (The Drama Library) 
First presented in New York in 1945 and in London in 1949, this is an unusual play, 
combining superstition, lyricism and humour with a very vivid sense of primitive 
life; one feels that if one travelled to the Smoky Mountains one might chance on 
such scenes and such people, divided in themselves by their superstitious beliefs in 
witchcraft and Christian salvation. Based on The Ballad of Barbara Allen, the story 
concerns a witch-boy who is changed into a human being for a year, or for ever if 
he can keep the faithful love of a village girl. The words and music of the songs are 
printed at the end of the play. (812-5) 


English Poetry 
THE METAPHYSICALS AND MILTON. E. M. W. Tillyard. Chatto & 
Windus, 10s.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 96 pages. Index. 

The rise in esteem of the Metaphysical pocts during the present century took place, 
at least in its early stages, at the expense of Milton. For some years now there have 
been second thoughts and Dr. Tillyard in this series of lectures argues that the contrast 
in style and preoccupations between Milton and the Metaphysicals has been consider- 
ably overstressed. The lectures, sometimes intentionally provocative, are closely 
argued, and Dr. Tillyard, while finding Donne’s poetry sharply differentiated, points 
out common qualities, so far little regarded, between the poetry of Milton and of 
Herbert and Vaughan. (821-004) 


THE POETICAL WORKS OF JOHN KEATS. Edited by H. W. 
Garrod. Oxford University Press, 12s.6d. 1956. 18-5 cm. 490 pages. Chronology of 
Keats’s life. Critical notes. Index of first lines. (Oxford Standard Authors) 

Dr. Garrod’s complete, definitive text of Keats’s poems has hitherto been available 

only at a much higher price in the Oxford English Texts. It now supersedes H. Buxton 

Forman’s famous edition in the Oxford Standard Authors, for which it has been entirely 

reset. The variant readings have been omitted, and Dr. Garrod has revised Forman’s 

introduction and added valuable critical notes on the text. The most advanced 
students of Keats will still find the English Texts edition essential; for other students, 
and for the general reader this new edition is the most attractive and authoritative 

available. It is beautifully produced. (821-7) 


THE MASK OF KEATS. A Study of Problems. Robert Gittings. 
Heinemann, 16s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 188 pages. 9 illustrations. Index. 
Mr. Gittings’ study of John Keats: The Living Year (British Book News, April 1954) 
aroused much interest and controversy. He has now followed it with this collection 
of ten essays, which include studies of Keats’s debt to Dante, Keats and Chatterton, 
Keats’s ancestry, and a new interpretation of “The Cap and Bells’. Returning to the 
‘Bright Star’ sonnet, he replies to the attack on his critical methods made by John 
Middleton Murry in Keats (British Book News, May 1955). At his best Mr. Gittings is 
as illuminating as he is persuasive, and no close student of Keats’s life or work can 
afford to neglect the mass of new information and theory which the critic has brought 
together once again by very diligent research and ingenious conjecture. (821-7) 
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SELECTED POEMS. Lawrence Durrell. Faber, 10s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 
80 pages. 
Mr. Durrell is one of the most completely satisfying and accomplished of English 
poets. His work, which blends sensuousness with a keen sense of satire, catches the 
nuances both of landscape and the human mind with a brilliant, Mediterranean 
clarity. This selection, which contains some poems that have been out of print for a 
long time, is made up of work taken from the four books Mr. Durrell has published 
since 1943, in addition to a few poems which have not yet appeared in book form. 
It should prove an invaluable introduction for those unacquainted with Mr. Durrell’s 
work; for those who know it already, the poet’s selection and arrangement of his 
poems will be rewarding and stimulating. (821-9) 


POETRY NOW. An Anthology edited by G. S. Fraser. Faber, 15s. 1956. 
21 cm. 198 pages. 
This anthology takes 1939 as its starting point and aims at presenting what is new in 
English poetry since that date, consequently most of the poets represented are under 
forty-five. It seems clear that this period, while maintaining a fairly high standard, 
has produced no really outstanding poet and also that the short lyric has been the 
dominant form. Mr. Fraser’s choice is refreshingly unconventional and includes many 
poems not yet published in book form. One may regret the fact that only one poet 
is represented by more than two poems, but this is plainly a pioneer anthology designed 
to make new poetry better known. (821-9) 


A VISION OF CEREMONY. James McAuley. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, 
Australia), A1ss. 1956. 23 cm. 80 pages. 
This selection of McAuley’s poems, written between 1946 and 1955, is his second 
volume of published verse. McAuley is a poet sensitive to the lyricism of the Greek 
legends and in them he finds themes which provide a unity between the older cultures 
of the world and the modern era which he himself represents. With his use of 
symbolism, particularly that drawn from his Christian faith, he widens the vision and 
beauty of his lyrics. Yet he is concerned still about the role of the poet as an intellectual 
arbiter of society and this adds to his influence among his contemporaries in Australia. 
(821-9A) 
English Drama 
PERICLES, PRINCE OF TYRE. William Shakespeare. Edited by J. C. 
Maxwell. Cambridge University Press, 15s. 1956. 18 cm. 254 pages. Frontispiece. 
Notes. Glossary. (The New Shakespeare Series) 
Remarkably popular when it was first produced, Pericles is now one of the least 
performed plays in the whole Shakespearian canon. There is no play more contro- 
versial from the point of view of authorship or source-history, but at the same time 
it ushers in many of the themes which characterise the final group of romantic plays. 
Dr. Maxwell examines the historical and textual evidence at length and concludes 
that Shakespeare’s part in the play is confined to the last three acts, an anonymous 
contributor being responsible for the first two. His introduction also contains a 
valuable stage-history. (822-3) 


THE CHALK GARDEN. Enid Bagnold. Heinemann, 9s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 
96 pages. 5 illustrations. 

Finely written, this artificial three-act comedy set in an English manor house became 

almost simultaneously a hit in New York and London, being hailed by at least one 

critic as the finest English play in the tradition of and since the late 17th century 
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works of Congreve. The plot concerns the struggle for possession of an exhibitionist 
child by her very eccentric grandmother, and her own mother, with the child’s 
governess (obviously a woman with a past) playing a decisive role. One notices some 
indirect traces of inheritance from Bridie’s Daphne Laureola in the well-turned line, 
the adroitly conceived situation and the eccentricities of the characters. In its own 
genre it is completely successful. (822-9) 


English Essays 
ESSAYS AND CHARACTERS. William Hazlitt. Edited by Stanley 
Williams. Reprint. Nelson, $s. 16 cm. 378 pages. Facsimile title-page. (Nelson 
Classics) 
‘Though we are mighty fine fellows nowadays we cannot write like Hazlitt,’ said 
R. L. Stevenson eighty years ago, and many readers would echo this opinion still, 
for Hazlitt is not only a very entertaining essayist and a sound critic of literature but 
a master of English prose style. This useful and varied selection of twenty-four essays 
(all first published between 1817 and 1828) includes some of the best-known—‘On 
a Sundial’ and ‘On going a Journey’, for example, studies of Shakespeare and Milton, 
of Macbeth, Hamlet and Henry IV, and shrewd ‘characters’ of Wordsworth, Coleridge, 
Lamb and other contemporary writers whom Hazlitt knew well. There is no 
introduction. (824-7) 


MY AUNT’S RHINOCEROS and Other Reflections. Peter Fleming. 
Hart-Davis, 12s.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 190 pages. 
Mr. Fleming has made a selection of his regular Spectator essays written under the 
pen-name of Strix, a choice which cannot incidentally do justice to the high standard 
of entertainment he maintains every week. Like any good essayist he has his favourite 
subjects, which include travel, amateur strategy, blood sports and etymology, but 
his appeal derives not only from mere expertise but from a keen wit and a pronounced 
sense of style. This includes knowing where to stop and some of the most effective 
pieces here are no more than short paragraphs. A delightful book, more durable than 
many of its kind. (824-9) 


English Miscellany 
GHOSTS OF THE RIALTO. Daniele Varé. Murray, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 
224 pages. 13 illustrations. Index. 

Setting down his diplomatic reminiscences, or writing of his own country, Signor 
Varé, who died this year, has shown himself a raconteur skilled at retelling history in 
the form of a personal or ancestral anecdote. Historians naturally frown upon this 
procedure, but his books are never less than delightful reading. Venice was his home, 
and in the present volume he has assembled a brilliant pageant of figures from the 
past; but he is, it must be admitted,'a more reliable chronicler when he turns from 
the famous to describing the curious and little known customs and conventions of his 
city. (828-9) 


Icelandic Literature 


NJAL’S SAGA. Translated from the Old Icelandic with Introduction and 
Notes by Carl F. Bayerschmidt and Lee M. Hollander. Allen & Unwin, 30s. 1956. 
225 cm. 404 pages. 2 maps. Notes. Bibliography. 

This new translation of Njél’s Saga is likely to appeal to a considerably wider circle 

than that normally concerned with the saga period, for it aims at combining exactness 
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with a high degree of ‘readability’. By modern standards, this is a rambling tale, with 
an excess of characters and an almost bewildering variety, but it none the less remains 
one of the monuments of saga times, stirring, strong and memorable reading. The 
translators have therefore wisely included an admirable summary of the ‘story’ in 
their introduction, together with comment that the expert as well as the general 
reader will find useful. The translation is based on Finnur Johnsson’s outstanding 
edition of 1908. (839°6) 


French Literature 

NEKRASSOV. A Farce in eight scenes. Jean-Paul Sartre. Translated from the 
French by Sylvia and George Leeson. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
158 pages. 

M. Sartre’s play is a vigorous political satire directed against the French press and the 

practice of exploiting renegade Communists from the Iron Curtain countries as 

political heroes. The principal character is a swindler who masquerades as a Soviet 

ex-minister and the play centres upon his battle of wits with the Parisian evening 

paper which has “discovered” him. The plot is full of surprises and the dialogue is 

strongly reminiscent of Shaw in its argumentative brilliance and the audacity of its 

paradoxes. The translation is admirably lively. (842-9) 


Spanish Literature 
PLATERO AND I. An Andalusian Elegy. Juan Ramén Jiménez. Translated 
from the Spanish by William and Mary Roberts. Dolphin Book Co. (Oxford), 25s. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 160 pages. Drawings by Baltasar Lobo. 
Sefior Jiménez, Spain’s greatest living poet, was recently awarded the Nobel Prize 
for Literature. His Platero y yo is a masterpiece of poetic prose, a charming combination 
of humour and pathos. It consists of a series of poetic glimpses of life in an Andalusian 
village which the author shares with Platero, the charming little donkey who is also 
his friend and confidant. Platero has sufficiently captured the imagination of Spaniards 
to be the centre of an annual ‘pilgrimage’, a striking tribute to the author’s powers, 
for the Spanish are not easily inclined to sentimentality towards animals. The transla- 
tion is good and goes far towards the mood of the original; the delightful illustrations 
by Baltasar Lobo make one wish to know more of his work. (861-6) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


THE HUMAN PROSPECT. Lewis Mumford. Edited by Harry T. Moore 
and Karl W. Deutsch. Secker & Warburg, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 334 pages. 
Bibliographical note. 

This is an extremely enterprising and comprehensive selection drawn from the 

magazine articles as well as the books of one of the most versatile social critics of our 

time. Mr. Mumford possesses both the pioneering enthusiasm and the breadth of 
vision of some of the greatest American writers. He is fully alive to the initiative and 
the gigantic technical achievement of his countrymen, but he has spoken out with 
rare courage against the corrupting influences of materialism. He is probably best 
known for his writings on the nature of urban civilisation, and these are well 
represented. But there are also more specialised essays of very great interest on the 

American scene, including a brilliant critique of Moby Dick and descriptive essays on 

New York and New England. The final section deals with the problems of control 

of man’s ever increasing technical mastery. (904) 
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ENGLISHMEN AND OTHERS. A. J. P. Taylor. Hamish Hamilton, 18s. 
1956. 22 cm. 200 pages. 
The author is one of the most forceful and stimulating of the younger English 
historians. In this collection he has brought together some of his recent lectures, 
essays, and reviews dealing with men and questions concerned, for the most part, 
with his own special subject of diplomatic history. In his brief foreword he explains 
that he is not a philosophic historian, that he has no system or moral interpretation to 
expound, and that he is writing only to clear his own mind and to discover how things 
happen and how men behave. His own opinions he expresses with clarity and precision. 
(904) 
Geography Travel Description 
GRAPHIC ATLAS OF THE WORLD. John Bartholomew. roth edition. 
Bartholomew, 15s. 1956. 26-5 cm. 184 pages. 96 pages of maps in colour. 84 pages 
of index. 
This small, long established atlas has layer coloured maps of each continent, but the 
main purpose of the majority is to aid in locating places. International and some 
internal boundaries are emphasised by ribbons of colour; otherwise all the detail is 
in black. Sme plates are a mass of intricate detail with rather small lettering, ¢.g., 
eastern India and the United States, but most sheets are not overcrowded. The index, 
surprisingly, contains 30,000 names—and not all are included. If the general style is 
slightly dated, the atlas has its place in the now competitive field of small atlases. 


(912) 


THE' HERITAGE OF SCOTLAND IN COLOUR. Introductory 
Text and Notes on the Illustrations by John Kerr. Batsford, 16s. 1956. 25 cm. 
110 pages. 40 photographs in colour. Map. 


COLOURFUL SCOTLAND. Photographed by William S. Thomson. 
Introduced by Seton Gordon. Oliver & Boyd, 15s. 1956. 25°5 cm. 72 pages. $3 
photographs in colour. 

Both these books should appeal to nostalgic Scots and to anyone interested in the 

Scottish scene. Although both are devoted to photographs of Scotland in colour, 

there is surprisingly little overlapping. The first contains illustrations by a number of 

photographers which admirably convey the soft colourings of hills, sky and lochs, 
contrasting sharply with the grimness that characterises so much Scottish architecture. 

Each illustration is well described, and Mr. Kerr has written a thoughtful introduction 

on the need to preserve Scotland’s architectural and scenic heritage. Colourful Scotland, 

a companion volume to The Highlands in Colour, is altogether a more modest 

production, and is marred by a garishly coloured jacket. Mr. Thomson’s two-page 

illustrations of mountain scenery are first class, but the colouring of buildings and 
flowers is less successful. The text is limited to an interesting introduction by 

Mr. Seton Gordon. (914-1) 


IRISH JOURNEY. Halliday Sutherland. Bles, 15s. 1956. 22 cm. 194 pages. Map. 
Dr. Sutherland’s latest semi-autobiographical work is perhaps not quite the book 
suggested by the title. There is a journey in it, but it chiefly serves to link together a 
series of studies, reinforced by recollections of earlier visits, of weighty social and 
moral questions in modern Eire, approached in a direct and outspoken manner. He 
relates his encounters with the book censorship and the administration of justice 
without losing his sense of humour. All this is intermingled wi'h racing and other 
anecdotes, not all new, and sketches of outstanding personalities. Through it runs 
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also a shrewd assessment of the Irish character. The frequent changes of mood and 
theme, the expert story-telling, and the personality of the author combine to engage 
the reader’s attention from first to last. (914:15) 


COUNTRY LIFE PICTURE BOOK OF BRITAIN. Vols. 1, 2, 3, 
and 4. Country Life, 42s. 1956. 29°5 cm. 350 pages. Map. 

A further omnibus volume, containing all four of these popular books of photographs 

(the last omnibus edition, published in 1955, contained the first three) displaying the 

beauty and intercst of Britain’s towns and villages, buildings, coasts, level or 

mountainous country in well composed and attractive pictures. An excellent souvenir 

or introduction. (914:2) 


THE YORKSHIRE DALES. Marie Hartley and Joan Ingilby. Dent, 21s. 
1956. 22 cm. 336 pages. 45 drawings (1 in colour). 14 maps and endpaper map 
drawn by Marie Hartley. 9 plans. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Miss Hartley, who lives in Wensleydale and already has seven successful books on 

Yorkshire to her credit, has now taken Miss Ingilby into partnership in place of the 

late Miss Ella Pontefract. This volume is a serious and comprehensive study of the 

delectable limestone region, 680 square miles in area, that was designated in 1953 as 
the Yorkshire Dales National Park. Every village and hamlet, almost every old house 
and cottage, seems to have been dealt with, and much attention is paid to the flora 
and agriculture of the district, old characters and customs, by-gone and present-day 
crafts and industries. The appendices give architectural details of abbeys, castles, and 
churches (in many cases with useful ground plans); also population tables, regional 
recipes, and a list of dialect words. (914-2) 


DESCENT FROM BURGOS. Peter de Polnay. Hale, 16s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 
192 pages. 22 illustrations. 
An account of a journcy from Burgos through Estremadura, Old Castile, Salamanca 
and Western Andalucia. The author gives due prominence to Burgos, Valladolid, 
Salamanca and Cadiz, and there are interesting descriptions of other little known areas. 
The book is good reading for prospective visitors and for anybody interested in the 
districts described. Its chief interest lies in the author’s impressions of churches and 
cathedrals, but the day-to-day account of travels and contacts forms an interesting 
background. There are chapters on bull fighting and cock fighting. Mr. de Polnay 
has travelled widely in South America and Europe and uses the technique he has 
developed in his novels to good purpose. (914°6) 


VISA FOR PEKING. A. de Segonzac. Translated from the French by the 
author with the co-operation of Marion Barwick. Heinemann, 21s. 1956. 225 cm. 
220 pages. 38 photographs. 

‘To us the people of China are as mysterious as Martians,’ said the editor of France- 

Soir when he appointed M. de Segonzac to bring back a faithful account of everything 

he saw. Deliberately innocent-minded and obviously a complete stranger to China, 

the author relates everything he sees in a two-months’ stay, age-old and commonplace 
as well as revolutionary. Eschewing controversy and historical context, he gives the 
impression of having visited a Martian Utopia, unearthily hygienic and humourless, 
where all speak in slogans and even the hospitals breathe a political ether. The book 
provides clear facts and serious problems for the mature reader on China and inter- 


national affairs. (915-1) 
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CHINA’S CHANGING MAP. A Political and Economic Geography of 
the Chinese People’s Republic. Theodore Shabad. Methuen, 32s.6d. 1956. 23°5 cm. 
312 pages. 16 maps by Vaughan S. Gray. 43 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The establishment of the present Communist regime in China in 1949 has led to 

major political and economic changes. Mr. Shabad, of the foreign news staff of the 

New York Times, and author of A Geography of the U.S.S.R., gives full attention to 

them, quoting extensively from recent statistics. Against this background he shows 

the changes in the physical condition of the country arising from administrative 
developments, the building of new roads and railways, the planting of new crops, and 
so on. A geographical work with this approach has long been needed, and the author 

has provided information not easily obtainable elsewhere. (015-1) 


WHERE THE GODS ARE MOUNTAINS. Three Years among the 
People of the Himalayas. René von Nebesky-Wojkowitz. Translated from the 
German by Michael Bullock. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 256 pages. 
26 photographs. 2 maps. 

The author spent three years in and about the Himalayan states bordering on Tibet— 

Sikkim, Bhutan and Nepal. His principal base was at Kalimpong, the trade centre 

on the route to the Chumbi valley and Tibet. His object was to obtain material on 

the religious ideas and ceremonies of ancient Tibetan sects, and there is much about 
reincarnation, trances, black magic and ‘mystical marathons’. He was at Kalimpong 
at an interesting time, when China was annexing Tibet and there was unrest in the 
minor states. The book has a varied appeal since among other topics it describes the 
dwindling Lepcha people with their legends curiously resembling those of the 

Flood and the Tower of Babel; the Sherpas who have become noteworthy as climbers 

and mountain porters; and the ‘snow men’, wrongly termed abominable, the 

existence of which is still problematical. The translation reads easily. (915°4) 


LORDS OF THE MOUNTAINS. Southern Persia and the Kashkai 
Tribe. Marie Thérése Ullens de Schooten. Chatto & Windus, 18s. 1956. 24 cm. 
128 pages. 48 photographs (8 in colour). 2 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

The author, who is the widow of a Belgian diplomat, and is of Belgian and Austrian 

parentage, has travelled extensively in the Middle East and on her third visit to Iran 

she made the film Lords of the Mountains. Her book is charmingly written, and there 
is much to interest the reader in the chapters on the Kashkai Tribe, where European 
educated chiefs rule tribesmen living a hard life in contentment and loyalty, un- 
touched by the West save in improvements of veterinary science and medicine. 
Beautifully illustrated, the book should have a wide appeal. There are notes on the 
tribes of Iran. (915"s) 


UNDER THE AFRICAN SUN. Schuyler Jones. Hurst & Blackett, 21s. 
1956. 22 cm. 256 pages. 45 photographs (1 in colour). 4 maps. Glossary. 
The author is a young American who spent some three years wandering about 
Africa including the Sahara, Nigeria, the Congo, East and Central Africa and the 
Union. This record is concerned with the immediate impressions made upon him by 
the scenery, the animals and people encountered; politics and administrative problems 
are ignored. He writes vividly and entertainingly and the photographs are an excellent 
addition to the text. The book is above the average standard of the all too numerous 
and often superficial records of journeys in Africa which have recently been published, 
and the author emerges as an agreeable, though by no means unprejudiced character. 


(916) 
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THE ANDES, ROOF OF AMERICA. Photographs and text by Claude 
Arthaud and Frangois Hébert-Stevens. Translated from the French by Eric 
Earnshaw Smith. Thames & Hudson, 50s. 1956. 28-5 cm. 216 pages. 130 photographs 
(8 in colour). Frontispiece. Map. Bibliography. 

In spite of Inca socialist dictatorship, Spanish feudal paternalism and the Liberalism 

of the twentieth-century Republics, the twenty-million pure-blooded Indians who 

comprise the mountain folk of the Andes have preserved their ancient way of life, 
with an advanced technique of irrigation and a weaving and pottery handicraft made 
possible by their isolation and dispersion. The mysteries of their settlement at a mean 
altitude of 13,000 feet, of their survival and of their obstinate resistance to change are 
skilfully and subtly explored by the authors of this beautifully produced book. With 
pen and camera they range through Colombia, Peru, Ecuador and Bolivia, pin- 
pointing and relating significant elements in the social, political and religious life of 
the disparate communities on the Altiplano and in the low-lying valleys. Among the 
mafy remarkable photographs, astonishing examples of Indian festival regalia show 
how the men of the Andes live their superstitions. (918) 


BRAZILIAN INTERIOR. Kenneth Matthews. Peter Davies, 15s. 1956. 
20°§ cm. 254 pages. 12 photographs. Map. 
The B.B.C. sent Mr. Matthews to Brazil to cover the Congressional elections after 
the death of Vargas. This gay and sprightly book is a welcome by-product. The first 
half touches amusingly on the contemporary topics of the ‘civilised’ scene in Rio and 
Sado Paulo: the negro situation, immigrants, airports, architecture, football, favelas, 
Colonel Fawcett, linguistics, night-life and the student theatre movement. The 
author becomes more absorbed and convincing when he penetrates the Matto Grosso 
and observes the Brazilian Air Force and the Indian Protection Service co-operating 
in opening up the interior and keeping the Indian from ‘civilising’ influences. (918-1) 


RETURN TO GLORY. John Laffin. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, 
and London), A16s.: 13s.6d. 1956. 23 cm. 124 pages. Illustrations. 
Here are descriptions and reminiscences of past and present Papua and New Guinea, 
told by a soldier who has seen active service in the Territory. An attempt has been 
made to give the reader a clear picture of the different lives led by whites in the 
islands. The author is in a good position to judge the rate and extent of the Territory's 
progress since the war towards a high degree of prosperity and self-government. 
He is mindful of what has been done towards the attainment of these goals, but 
shows that there is still a great task ahead, particularly in the light of the Territory's 
strategic importance to Australia. (919°5) 


Biography 
TESTIMONY TO HILAIRE BELLOC. Eleanor and Reginald Jebb. 
Methuen, 16s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 182 pages. 9 illustrations. Index. 
The place to be assigned finally to Hilaire Belloc in English literature is unlikely to 
be determined until the generation that knew him has passed. This volume written 
by his daughter and her husband is a tribute of personal devotion and admiration 
preliminary to the full biography by another writer which is in preparation. Mr. 
Jebb, who contributes the first and longer part of the book, deals with Belloc’s 
rsonality, religion and works, and gives some account of the public controversies 
* rincipally the Marconi affair) in which he participated. Mrs. Jebb’s account of her 
lon is an affectionate child’s-eye view recollected from the family’s early days in 
Chelsea and Sussex and on holidays in France. (92) 
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THE EMPEROR CHARLES THE FIFTH. Royall Tyler. Allen & 
Unwin, 32s. 1956. 24°5 cm. 376 pages. 39 illustrations (1 in colour). 3 endpaper 
maps (1 in colour). 3 genealogical tables. Chronology. Bibliography. Index. 

Although for much of his working life the author was engaged in administrative 

duties for the League of Nations, the International Bank of Reconstruction, etc., he 

never forsook his early interest in historical studies. Between 1913 and the time of his 
death in 1953 he edited for the British Government five volumes of the calendar of 
state papers relating to the negotiations between England and Spain. This work gave 
him an unrivalled knowledge of European history in the 16th century. His study of 
the Emperor is the fruit of many years of research and is a model of scholarship. It is 
very readable, and is admirably produced, with attractive illustrations. There have 
been several earlier biographies, all for one reason or another open to criticism. 
Mr. Tyler’s study takes its place with them as an up-to-date example of the best 
modern research. (92) 


MY FAMILY AND OTHER ANIMALS. Gerald Durrell. Hart-Davis, 16s. 
1956. 22 cm. 256 pages. 
When the author was ten, his eldest brother Lawrence, the poet, persuaded the 
family to quit the sea-mists of Bournemouth for Corfu. The present book describes 
their five years’ stay. Even at this age the author was an ardent collector of fauna, and 
zoology and entomolgy seem to have pushed most other schooling aside. We are 
introduced to many of his pets, doubtless more charming to read about than to live 
with, toads, geckoes, owls, spider-crabs; but for once it is the human cast which 
dominates this book, with the Durrell ménage, a family of born eccentrics, happily 
pursuing their private ambitions in an idyllic Mediterranean setting. (02) 


MRS. GLADSTONE: THE PORTRAIT OF A MARRIAGE. 
Georgina Battiscombe. Constable, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 264 pages. 2 illustrations 
(1 in colour). Genealogical table. Index. 
The sub-title is well chosen: the book is an entirely personal account of a daughter, 
wife and mother, which would have been just as interesting had Catherine Gladstone’s 
husband been a country squire or a business man instead of a Prime Minister. It is her 
warm and admirable family relationships, her gaicty, her eccentricities, her very 
individual philanthropy, the private family language she used so vividly, that make 
this book delightful. Little new light is thrown on the character of Gladstone, and 
= events and movements appear only in their effect on this family circle. This 

ook should be set against Edmund Gosse and Augustus Hare to demonstrate that 

Victorian family life at its best could be eminently happy and healthy. (92) 


ONE MAN ...MANY PARTS. Lord Gorell. Odhams Press, 25s. 1956. 
23 cm. 320 pages. 18 illustrations. 4 facsimiles. Genealogical table. Index. 
A very interesting autobiography, told with great charm. The title is apt, for Lord 
Gorell has been soldier, author, publisher, educationist, Minister of the Crown, and 
sportsman. In the course of his full life, he has come in contact with many great 
names of the past half century—Lloyd George, Stanley Baldwin, Ramsay Macdonald, 
Lord Northcliffe, Lord Milner, Sir Winston Churchill, to mention only a few—and 
has much to say of them. There is a wealth of anecdote and shrewd observation in this 
book and there emerges from it a picture of an able man, kindly, shrewd, sincere and 


full of humour. (92) 
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MAZZINI AND THE SECRET SOCIETIES. The Making of a Myth 
E. E. Y. Hales. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 30s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 226 pages. 13 illustrations, 
3 maps. Bibliography. Index. 
The need for a fresh study of Mazzini and the revolutionary movement he inspired 
has long been felt. The life known to English readers by Bolton King appeared as 
long ago as 1902, and since then much has been revealed from the Italian sources. 
Since 1905 an Italian National Commission has been editing Mazzini’s writings, and 
has published a hundred volumes with more to come. The mass of his letters—he 
probably wrote some 50,000 of which some 10,000 have been found—make possible 
a more complete knowledge of his activities than was possible earlier. Mr. Hales, 
whose life of Pius IX showed his powers as a historian, has limited himself to the 
earlier years of Mazzini’s life down to the beginning of his exile in London. It was the 
creative period, when he found his faith, and was actively engaged in organising his 
secret socictics. It is a great story, and in this concise book it is well told. (92) 


SUNSHINE AND SHADOW. Mary Pickford. Foreword by Cecil B. de 
Mille. Heinemann, 21s. 1956. 215 cm. 382 pages. 109 illustrations. 
The greatest feminine name in silent pictures, Mary Pickford, robbed of childhood by 
financial necessity, lived it at second-hand in the child roles on the screen that en- 
deared her to millions. This is her personal story, telling us of her early struggles and 
outstanding success; her marriages, the second to another great star of silent films, 
Douglas Fairbanks; the affection and acclaim that greeted them everywhere; and 
her final happiness with her third husband. She writes modestly and plainly, revealing 
a practical yet thoughtful woman who has certainly known ‘sunshine and shadow’ 
and whose life is an interesting record of the early fabulous days of motion pictures. 
(92) 
THE SKY AND THE STARS. The Memoirs of Albert Préjcan. Translated 
from the French by Virginia Graham. Harvill Press, 18s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 224 pages. 
13 illustrations. 
Albert Préjean has had a long and highly successful career as a film star in France, 
starting in the days of the silent film. His early life was a hard one, and it took 
considerable time and persistence before he established himsclf in the studios. His 
autobiography reveals little about film-making as such, and makes no real contribution 
to film history. It is concerned solely to entertain through the descriptions of the 
extraordinary personalities Préjean has met. He is at his best in describing his early 
life in Paris when he was trying to become an actor. His book makes quick and witty 


reading, and admirably reflects the simple, gay, vital and amorous personality of the 
writer. (92) 


VATICAN ASSIGNMENT. Sir Alec Randall. Heinemann, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 
222 pages. 9 illustrations. Notes. Index. 
Between the time of Queen Elizabeth and the First World War Britain had no 
regular accredited representative at the Vatican. After the war the advantages of 
continuous representation at the Holy See became obvious and a permanent Legation 
was formed to which Sir Alec Randall was appointed Second Secretary. Although 
the years Sir Alec spent in Rome included the rise of Mussolini to power and the 
settlement of the Lateran Treaty, the author does not confine himself to these aspects 
of his diplomatic life. He discusses some outstanding personalities, explains the 
organisation of the Curia and describes many Papal ceremonies and places of interest 
in Rome. Sir Alec is himself a Catholic and later became H.M. Ambassador to 
Denmark. (92) 
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RESERVED JUDGEMENT. Some Reflections and Recollections. His 
Honour J. Tudor Rees. Muller, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 260 pages. 8 illustrations. Index. 
The late Judge Tudor Recs was a magistrate for thirty-four years, a county court 
judge for sixteen and a divorce commissioner for over ten years, as well as being 
Chairman of Quarter Sessions for twenty-two years. He had, therefore, a very wide 
range of experience in civil and criminal courts. He has set down what he describes 
as some random recollections and reflections on his intimate association with the law. 
The Judge had a great reputation as a most humane man, and this humanity was very 
evident in his work. Chapters deal with his early career as a solicitor, his membership 
of parliament, and then cover different aspects of his administration of the law, such as 
trials for murder, experiences in court, divorce and, finally, a chapter of obiter dicta. (92) 


RAYMOND AND I. Elizabeth Robins. Hogarth Press, 21s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 
344 pages. 21 illustrations. Map. 
When Elizabeth Robins died in 1952 aged ninety she left the manuscript of this 
book, written more than twenty years before but withheld from publication until 
the death of her brother Raymond in 1955. Its American-born author lived long in 
retirement and out of the public mind, though while an actress she had introduced 
Ibsen to English audiences and as author of The Magnetic North and other stories 
had been a popular and respected novelist. Raymond Robins was well set to become 
a prosperous lawyer before he joined the 1897 Klondike gold rush, only to abandon 
the prospect of wealth in order to become a Christian missionary there. Raymond 
and | is the story of Elizabeth’s voyage to Alaska to join her brother and of the strange 
life of contrasting religion and vice in which they found themselves enmeshed. (92) 


PAUL SCOFIELD. J. C. Trewin. Rockliff, 15s. 1956. 22 cm. 102 pages. $5 
photographs. Chronology. (Theatre World Monograph, No. 6) 
Paul Scofield is a fortunate young actor. His arrival at Stratford-on-Avon, after 
considerable acting experience at Birmingham, coincided with the rise of the theatre’s 
fortunes. An early West End appearance was in the star role and seven years later he 
had a London season with producer Peter Brook. He gained the C.B.E. (Commander 
Order of the British Empire), headed the first British company since the Revolution 
to visit Russia, and now, after sixteen years on the stage, his biography has been 
published. The actor’s many admirers will certainly want to read this book, though 
even they may consider it somewhat one-sided. (92) 


HOME AND ABROAD. Lord Strang. Deutsch, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 320 pages. 
7 illustrations. Index. 
Lord Strang joined the Foreign Office and Diplomatic Service in 1919 and of his 
subsequent thirty-four years of service twenty-five were spent at the Forcign Office, 
the last five as Permanent Under-Secretary. The author, believing that diplomatic 
memoirs are of limited interest and that autobiographies should be posthumous, has 
written neither. Instead he has given us accounts of certain events on which he can 
contribute either new details or a fresh point of view. Of particular intcrest is the 
chapter on the Moscow trial in 1933 of the employees of the Metropolitan-Vickers 
Electrical Company. There is also much interesting material on the organisation of 
the various departments of the Foreign Office. (92) 


AS IT WAS and WORLD WITHOUT END. Helen Thomas. Reprinted 
in one volume. Faber, 12s.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 184 pages. 

Helen Thomas is the widow of Edward Thomas, the poet of the English countryside, 

whose career of great promise was cut short by the First World War. In these two 


755 








memoirs, now reprinted, she recounts her meeting and years of marriage with the 
poet. It is a tale of struggle and devotion, for recognition came slowly and Thomas 
never knew much financial security, while their marriage, a love-match, finally 
estranged both their families. But the story is most moving forthe innocence and frank- 
ness of its telling, a mood it would be difficult to match in the world of today. (92) 


GILBERT WHITE IN HIS VILLAGE. Cecil S. Emden. Oxford University 
Press, 158. 1956. 19° cm. 156 pages. Illustrations by Lynton Lamb. Endpaper map. 
Chronology. Index. 

This character sketch sets Gilbert White firmly against the Selborne background; 

and the great naturalist is shown as a good neighbour and kindly master who not 

only seemed like a clerical squire but was rea ly to collaborate with villagers in his 
intensive study of a locality. A patient observer of nature, he was also a good country- 
man who could draw out the best in simple minds. The author—a Fellow of Oriel 

College, like White himself—has written a lucid and valuable portrait that will extend 

general understanding of White’s character. (92) 


THE WALLED GARDEN. Hugh Ross Williamson. Michael Joseph, 15s. 
1956. 20°§ cm. 232 pages. 14 photographs. Index. 
The author is the son of a Nonconformist minister who, after varied experiences as 
editor, playwright, novelist and politician, entered the ministry of the Church of 
England and became a pronounced Anglo-Catholic. When the Church of England 
recognised the ‘orders’ of the Church of South India, he joined the Church of Rome. 
It is clear, however, that he had long yearned for the security of the walled garden 
and that he was certainly a dissenting Anglican. The book contains interesting side- 
lights on a many-sided career and Mr. Ross Williamson knows how to entertain his 
readers. (92) 


THE HEART HAS ITS REASONS. The Memoirs of the Duchess of 
Windsor. Michael Joseph, 30s. 1956. 23-5 cm. 382 pages. §2 illustrations. Index. 
Readers of the serialised version of these Memoirs in the Sunday press may well be 
surprised at the unsensational tone of the book itself. In a quiet, easy style, the story 
of the gradual development of a flattering acquaintanceship with Royalty into 
friendship and romantic love is skilfully unfolded; and the aftermath of the resulting 
constitutional crisis and the abdication of the King is described with dignity and 
restraint. The Duchess does not provide answers to every question which may 
suggest itself, but her book is an interesting complement to A King’s Story, already 
published by H.R.H. the Duke of Windsor, and a valuable addition to the record of 
a stormy passage in the history of the British monarchy. (92) 


SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN. Glorney Bolton. Hutchinson, 10s.6d. 1956. 
19 cm. 192 pages. Frontispiece. (The Stratford Library) 

Glorney Bolton’s biography of the greatest figure in English architecture is first-class 

journalism. It is intended for the intelligent general reader, but the scholar will find 

little to criticise in this straight-forward, lively and, on the whole, accurate account of 

‘a myriad-minded genius’. (92) 

CONQUEST OF DISABILITY. Inspiring accounts of courage, fortitude 
and adaptability in conquering grave physical handicaps. Edited by Sir Ian Fraser. 
Odhams Press, 15s. 1956. 21°5 cm. 224 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 


These are the stories of men and women from many walks of life who have succeeded 
in overcoming severe physical disabilities. All are true. They are told without any 
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conscious attempt at heroics, but there is a sense of achievement about them that 
warms the heart. Those who tell the stories, or are told about in them, include 
sportsmen and sportswomen; soldiers; sailors; airmen; journalists, a statesman, a 
publisher and others. For them, blindness, paralysis, the loss of limbs, meant the start 
of a new life rather than the end of everything. This book is an object lesson in the 
power of courage and the will to win. To those who are fit, it will come as a revela- 
tion; to those who are less fortunate, it will be a tremendous encouragement. 


(920) 


THE LEADERS OF MALAYA AND WHO’S WHO 10956. Edited 
by J. V. Morais. J. V. Morais (8, Lornie Road, Kuala Lumpur, Malaya), $15. 1956. 
27°5 cm. 412 pages. Numerous illustrations. 

This is the first edition of an extremely useful biographical directory of residents in 

Malaya. Preliminary biographies of rulers of the Malay States, leading figures in 

politics and government, and other prominent men of Malaya, are on a more 

extended scale than the main body of the book, which gives brief details on the lines 
of the British Who’s Who. This section occupies nearly three hundred pages and the 
volume concludes with lists of officials of government and commercial organisations. 


(920) 


CANADA’S V.C.’S. The Story of Canadians who have been Awarded 
the Victoria Cross. A Century Memorial. Compiled and with notes by Lieutenant- 
Colonel George C. Machum. McClelland & Stewart (Toronto, Canada), $12.50. 
1956. 28-5 cm. 208 pages. Frontispiece. 94 portrait drawings. Index. 

This is the first record in book form of Canadians who have been awarded the Victoria 

Cross. The ninety-four holders, whose portraits and biographies make up the main 

body of the book, are those listed by the Department of National Defence. Not 

included in the main group are those men who earned the award in the armed forces 
of another country and who later became Canadian citizens. These, however, are 
listed in an appendix. The arrangement is chronological beginning with the first 

Canadian V.C., Alexander Robert Dunn who won his Cross October 25th, 1854, at 

Balaclava in “The Charge of the Light Brigade’. In this book is also found the official 

citation which appeared in the London Gazette at the time of the award. —_ (923-55) 


Ancient Civilisations 


NARROW PASS, BLACK MOUNTAIN. The Discovery of the 
Hittite Empire. C. W. Ceram. Translated from the German by Richard and 
Clara Winston. Gollancz in association with Sidgwick & Jackson, 25s. 1956. 22*5 cm. 
304 pages. Numerous photographs. Drawings in text. 2 plans. 3 maps. Chronology. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The author’s Gods, Graves and Scholars was a best-seller in several languages. The 
present work, though more limited in theme, has the same qualities of popular 
appeal, exciting presentation, and boundless enthusiasm for its subject. While its 
stylistic raciness may alienate some readers, the book gives a full and accurate account 
of the discovery of the remarkable Hittite remains in Anatolia and Syria, the gradual 
piecing together and deciphering of numerous inscriptions, and thus the historical 
resurrection of a people unknown to the Greeks and Romans. Besides numerous 
line-drawings, the book contains 48 remarkable plates, and a full bibliography. 


(939) 
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Europe 
THE AGINCOURT WAR. A Military History of the Latter Part of the 
Hundred Years War from 1369 to 1453. Alfred H. Burne. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
358. 1956. 22 cm. 360 pages. Illustration. 13 maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
Colonel Burne’s first study of the military history of the Hundred Years War began 
with a volume called The Crécy War. It covered the years 1337 to the Peace of 
Bretigny in 1360. The second phase began in 1369 and lasted, with some intervening 
truces until 1453, and it is this second phase which is dealt with in this volume. The 
dominant battle was, undoubtedly, Agincourt, but there were several others of 
considerable military intcrest, and the author does full justice to them in these careful 
studics. A fresh study, of value for all students of military affairs. (940-1) 


World War I 


UNDERTONES OF WAR. Edmund Blunden. Reprint, with a new 
preface by the author. Oxford University Press, 6s. 1956. 15°5 cm. 382 pages. 
(World’s Classics) 

This book has taken rank, together with Graves’, Sassoon’s, and T. E. Lawrence’s, 

among the very few autobiographies of the First World War which have stood the 

test of time. The horrors of trench or gas warfare are not shirked, but they do not 

dominate Mr. Blunden’s narrative, as they did so many others. Instead there is a 

delight in the nature and scenery of the French countryside, which no amount of 

devastation could numb, and a warm curiosity in the human preoccupations of the 
soldier. It is a book of deep feeling and an innocence far removed from illusion. 


World War II (94048) 


WING LEADER. ‘Johnnie’ Johnson (Group Captain J. E. Johnson, D.S.O., 
D.F.C.). Foreword by Group Captain Douglas Bader. Chatto & Windus, 15s. 
1956. 20°5 cm. 320 pages. 35 illustrations. Index. 

Although the author ended World War Il as the top-scoring Allied pilot, he had 

difficulty in entering the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve before the war, but he 

was accepted in time to fly in the Battle of Britain. He flew with Bader, who writes 
the foreword and disagrees with the summing-up of that battle, and was flying 
alongside him when he was shot down. Johnson himself was fortunate and, except 
for a six months’ rest, served continuously in fighter squadrons, ending as a Group 

Captain commanding a wing of Spitfires. This record is splendidly written and its 

narrative of thrills and achievement discloses a thoughtful and sympathetic character 

ready to pay tribute to those with whom he flew. It should appeal to all classes of 
reader and especially to the young airmen of today. (940°544) 


THE LAST ENEMY. Richard Hillary. Reprint. Pan Books, 2s. 1956. 
18 cm. 184 pages. Paper covers. 

This famous book was written by a young fighter pilot shot down in the Battle of 
Britain and badly burned. Later Hillary was killed while night flying. He writes of 
his own experiences and his book is almost certainly the best piece of writing that has 
emerged from the literature so far published on the last war. (940°548) 
Britain 

THE CHATHAM ADMINISTRATION, 1766-1768. John Brooke. 


Macmillan, 36s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 414 pages. Index. (England in the Age of the American 
Revolution) 


This book needs a word of explanation. Twenty-five years ago Professor Namier 
published the first volume of a very influential work to which he gave the general 
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title England in the Age of the American Revolution. He does not expect to complete it 
now, and he has planned a continuation by some younger historians who have been 
working under his direction, in a series of monographs which will cover the period 
1754-1784. His own volume, when rewritten, will be called Newcastle and Pitt. 
Mr. Brooke’s volume is the first to appear. It studies the nature and composition of 
political groups at the time when partics were just beginning to appear. (942-07) 


THE FIRST FOUR GEORGES. J. H. Plumb. Batsford, 21s. 1956. 23 cm. 
188 pages. 35 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
The first four Georges reigned in Britain from 1714 to 1830, a period of development 
in parliamentary monarchy, cabinct government and the two-party system. Dr. 
Plumb here re-cxamines, and removes long-standing misconceptions of, the contribu- 
tion of these monarchs to these political changes. He describes their characters, 
abilities and aims, their public and family life, emphasising the necessity of secing 
them in their contemporary sctting with the monarchy the mainspring of political 
life. The carcers of the great ministers, colonial and foreign policies, economic as 
well as political changes, and reform movements emerge within this setting. Vivid 
and scholarly, this important book will recommend itself to all readers. (942-07) 


Germany 
THE GERMAN SCENE (Social, Political, Cultural) 1890 to the Present 
Day. Edmond Vermeil. Translated from the French by L. J. Ludovici. Harrap, 25s. 
1956. 21°5 cm. 288 pages. 3 maps. Bibliography. Index. 
In this translation of L’ Allemagne Contemporaine the period 1890-1918, considered in 
the first French volume, is presented only as a summarised Introduction. The book 
therefore consists essentially of a detailed study of the Weimar Republic and the 
Third Reich. Professor Vermeil’s thesis is that the latter was no adventitious episode 
in German history, but the culmination of a continuous development since the fall 
of Bismarck. Analysing the various interacting forces, political, economic, military 
and diplomatic, which led to the catastrophes of 1918 and 1945, he sces the industrial 
magnates as conspiring to guide Germany’s evolution for the furtherance of their 
own interests. Professor Vermcil is an eminent expert on German political ideas, and 
his survey of German reactionary and chauvinistic thought is illuminating, but his 
account of historical events, partly owing to a defective translation and oversights in 
proof-reading, leaves a sketchy impression. (943-08) 


France 


A HISTORY OF FRANCE. André Maurois. Translated from the French 
by Henry L. Binsse. Additional chapters translated by Gerard Hopkins. 2nd 
edition, revised and enlarged. Cape, 25s. 1956. 22°5 cm. $60 pages. Index. 

Of the many short accounts of French history which have appeared in recent years, 

this book by a distinguished Frenchman won instant favour in England. Four 

impressions were issued between 1949 and 1953, and now the publishers have thought 
it worth a second edition. The author has added a preface and some extra chapters 
bringing the story to 1956. These are purely statements of fact and not, as the author 
assures us, a formulation of judgments: but they are observations on contemporary 
France by a shrewd observer, and they are well worth reading. (944) 


Switzerland 


NATIONALISM AND LIBERTY. The Swiss Example. Hans Kohn. 
Allen & Unwin, 13s.6d. 1956. 22°5 cm. 134 pages. Index. 
Nationalism has for a long time been the special interest of Professor Kohn, and he 
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has already devoted several studies intended to lead to a comprehensive book on the 
age of nationalism. In this essay, devoted to the development and character of Swiss 
nationalism, he examines an interesting theme: how has it come about that a country 
comprising different ethnic groups, speaking German, French, and Italian, has 
managed to develop a system of democratic nationalism similar to that of Britain and 
the United States, a nationalism rooted in an insistence on individual liberty and a 
respect for diversity. This is an admirable survey of Swiss history, and a stimulating 
contribution to modern political thought. (949-4) 


Greece 


ATHENS. Photographs by Martin Hiirlimann. Introductory text by Rex 
Warner. Thames & Hudson, 25s. 1956. 25+5 cm. 118 pages of text. 79 photographs 
(s in colour). Plan. Notes. 

This presentation of Athens is designed for the general reader. The photographs 

show, with admirable discrimination, the masterpieces of architecture, sculpture and 

ceramics produced between the sixth and fourth centuries B.C. with a few Byzantine 
and modern buildings besides, while in a dozen pages Rex Warner gives a broad 
outline of Athens’ spiritual greatness and her architectural history. The quality of the 
photogravure illustrations is altogether outstanding and the panoramic views of the 
city are particularly original. The notes are thoroughly up to date and several recent 
museum acquisitions are included. (949°5) 


Asia 
OUT OF THE GUN. Denis Warner. Hutchinson, 18s. 1956. 22 cm. 
240 pages. 26 illustrations. Endpaper map. Index. 

Taking his title from Mao Tse-tung’s Problems of War and Strategy, the author, Daily 
Telegraph correspondent in the Far East since 1944, traces the growth of Communist 
military power in Asia. Always in the thick of violent, significant events, he observes 
and writes with realism, firm judgment and courage, convincingly developing the 
argument that Japanese warlords had made possible a Communist conquest of the 
empire they had dreamed of. Saipan in the Pacific led inevitably to Dien Bien Phu 
in Indo-China—Mr. Warner gives a remarkably vivid and dramatic account of both 
these decisive battles—and Dien Bien Phu, as he sees it, could be the prelude to 
Communist control of the newly-independent countries in Asia, with disastrous 
consequences to a complacent West. (950) 


Middle East 


THE ARAB-ISRAELI WAR, 1948. Edgar O’Ballance. Faber, 25s. 1956. 
22° cm. 220 pages. 16 maps. Index. 
Hostilities between the Arabs and Jews began in November 1947 and, at the end of 
the British Mandate in May 1948, the armies of the Arab States and Israel were in 
conflict, interrupted by uneasy truces, till the armistice at the end of the year. Major 
O’Ballance has given an account, based on local knowledge and documents, of the 
phases and actions of the war and an appraisal of the success and failures of these 
inexperienced armies. It is a sound military appreciation, objective and fair in 
judgment. The Palestine problem lies at the root of all the unrest in the Middle East 
and no book on the subject will escape hostile criticism, but this volume gives facts 


which should be studied. (956-94) 
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BEDOUIN COMMAND. With the Arab Legion 1953-1956. Peter Young. 
Foreword by Lt.-General Sir John Glubb. Kimber, 21s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 204 pages. 
24 photographs. Endpaper maps. Bibliography. 

Lt.-Col. Young was in command of the 9th Regiment of the Legion and at times 

of a brigade. He gives an account of the training and exercises, and of action on the 

Jerusalem front and in mob quelling on the West and East Banks, and writes with 

understanding of his officers, N.C.O’s and men. Although his book is mainly military, 

he reflects on the fruitful field of propaganda among the refugees and the outlook 
and loyalties of the Arab soldier. The chapters which will appeal to the general reader 
are those dealing with the riots of December, 1955 and January, 1956, culminating in 
the dismissal of Lt.-General Sir John Glubb on March 1st, of himself and of his 
fellow officers. (956-95) 


United States of America 


AMERICA AND THE BRITISH LEFT. From Bright to Bevan. Henry 
Pelling. Black, 18s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 184 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Pelling, Fellow of the Queen’s College, Oxford, and author of The Challenge of 
Socialism and The Origins of the Labour Party, undertook much of the research for this 
work while holding a Fellowship awarded by the American Government under the 
Smith-Mundt Act. The book, while of general interest, is important to historians as 
the first serious attempt to portray and explain the varying attitudes to America 
shown by successive generations of British Liberals, Radicals and Socialists since the 
time of the American Civil War, in political and social concerns as well as in the field 


of diplomacy. (973) 


FICTION 
General 


STEPHEN’S LIGHT. E. M. Almedingen. Hutchinson, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 
264 pages. 
Stephen’s Light is a great merchant’s house in an unnamed German town at the time 
of the Renaissance, where Sabina, the rather lifeless heroine of this story, consoles her- 
self for a faithless lover by taking over the management of the family cloth trade. 
The book’s real interest, however, is not among the burghers of the town but in the 
great convent which admits only nuns of noble descent and from which a nun flees 
with Sabina’s betrothed. From abbess to scullion, the characters of the convent are 


memorable. They, and the lovingly described details of fifteenth century life, bring 
this book to life. 


THE STRANGE ENCHANTMENT. Geoffrey Cotterell. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, 18s. 1956. 19°5 cm. $10 pages. 
We expect to hear of youthful talent winning its way to success, but this book has an 
unusual theme—outstanding musical gifts that never come to full fruition. Circum- 
stances are against Isabel Rowland, but is her temperament also responsible: What is 
the strange enchantment? A study of the Rowland family from Isabel’s childhood 
in an English seaside town at the turn of the century to her nephew’s visit to her in 
Germany in the nineteen-thirties reveals the influences at work in her life and 


provides a rich variety of character and incident described with Mr. Cotterell’s 
customary skill. 
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THE SIDE OF THE ANGELS. Jean-Louis Curtis. Translated from the 

French by Humphrey Hare. Secker & Warburg, 18s. 1956. 20 cm. 416 pages. 
This long novel, which opens on the night of the liberation of Paris and works its 
way, with various flashbacks, from the late ‘thirties to the early ’fifties, belongs to the 
tradition of Romains and Dos Passos. It is a ‘contemporary’ historical novel in which 
characterisation seems to be dominated less by individual motives than by the pressure 
of public events. The central characters are representative young men and women in 
an historic crisis of French life. From them we learn much of the mental climate of 
France over two decades, but their personal histories inevitably have something of a 
contrived air. 


MEMOIRS FROM THE HOUSE OF THE DEAD. F. M. Dostoevsky, 
Translated from the Russian by Jessie Coulson. Oxford University Press, 12s.6d, 
1956. 19 cm. 306 pages. 

Dostoevsky’s famous record of prison life tells the story of the four years’ penal 

servitude in Siberia to which he was sentenced at the age of twenty-eight. In an age 

when such memorials of horror have become far more common, this book remains 

a model of its kind for its astonishing detachment and for the author’s capacity to 

draw lessons of human understanding from his own misfortunes. Mrs. Coulson has 

been remarkably successful in rendering Dostoevsky’s somewhat tortuous prose into 
an English which is both natural and eloquent. 


PINCHER MARTIN. William Golding. Faber, 15s. 1956. 19°5 cm. 
208 pages. 

Mr. Golding’s greatest gift is his ability to explore the most terrifying and complex 
areas of human experience with language that is at once hypnotic and lucid. To say 
that Pincher Martin shows this gift with as compelling an effect as in his two previous 
novels will be recommendation enough to anyone familiar with his work. Pincher 
Martin is the story of a naval lieutenant who is drowning in the North Aclantic when, 
miraculously, he is washed up on to a guano-covered rock-tooth that is merely a 
name on the weather charts. His fight for survival on this rock and the brief flashes of 
memory that come to him during his struggle add up to a total pattern of terrible 
impact. This novel establishes Mr. Golding as a first-rate writer and cannot be too 
highly recommended. 


MODERN ENGLISH SHORT STORIES. Second series. Selected, 
with an introduction, by Derek Hudson. Oxford University Press, 6s. 1956. 15-5 cm. 
376 pages. (World’s Classics) 

The stories which comprise this collection date from 1930 to the present day and 

therefore exclude such comparatively recent masters as D. H. Lawrence, Katherine 

Mansfield and even Aldous Huxley. Being confined to English authors, it likewise 

omits American or Commonwealth writers and also the regional stories of Scotland 

and Wales. Established figures such as Somerset Maugham, Graham Greene and 

Elizabeth Bowen are well represented, and the editor has made some interesting 

choices among far less well known writers. The stories by Christopher Sykes and 

Frances Towers are outstanding among these. One misses, however, such names as 

James Hanley, T. O. Beachcroft or Denton Welch. 


THE INTRUDER. Storm Jameson. Macmillan, 13s.6d. 1956. 19°5 cm. 
240 pages. 

Miss Jameson’s latest novel is written with characteristic mastery. Archaeological work 

in Provence forms the background to the story, but interest centres on the enigmatic 
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character of Daniel Hanel and his power over people. We see how his cousin Nicholas, 
in whose life he has been an intruder since their childhood, has become obsessed by 
him. The brilliant descriptions of the pitiless heat of a southern summer are a fitting 
accompaniment to the climax in their relationship which occurs when Nicholas 
comes to see his ailing archaeologist father under whom Daniel and his wife (whom 
Nicholas lxad wished to marry) are working. 


ANDERSONVILLE. MacKinlay Kantor. W. H. Allen, 20s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 
768 pages. Map. Bibliography. 

Hailed by critics in America as ‘greater than Gone with the Wind’, Andersonville is a 
novel on the epic scale about the American Civil War. Unlike Gone with the Wind 
it stresses the more sordid and unromantic side. Most of the action takes place in a 
prison camp and this part of the story, which is based on fact—there actually was 
a prison called Andersonville, and the author gives a map—is grimly impressive. 
MacKinlay Kantor, who wrote the book from which the film The Best Years of Our 
Lives was made, has turned what might have been a mere costume piece into a study 
of what war in general, and a badly run war prison in particular, can do to human 
nature. 


FERGUSON. Rayne Kruger. Longmans, 13s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 254 pages. 
Ferguson is an adventurous, slightly eccentric Englishman who throws up a well-paid 


job in London in order to find ‘freedom’. His quest for self-liberation leads him into 


all kinds of odd situations in Europe and Africa; and, incidentally, it gives the author 
an opportunity to maintain the pace of his narrative. Though Mr. Kruger’s theme— 
the longing to escape from the restrictions of conventional life—is hardly original, he 
writes with such power and sincerity that one comes to believe fully in his main 
character. He also has considerable descriptive ability, as is shown, for example, in 
his evocation of the Mediterranean scene. 


ROMAN TALES. Alberto Moravia. Selected and translated from the 

Italian by Angus Davidson. Secker & Warburg, 12s.6d. 1956. 20-5 cm. 230 pages. 
Both the form and the content of these tales are unlike anything in Signor Moravia’s 
other books. His subjects here are the crowded slums of Trastevere, the packed 
beaches of Ostia and their inhabitants, the lorry-drivers, waiters or shop-girls of 
Rome, while the stories themselves are much shorter and more concentrated. The 
realism of his dialogue is impressive and the simpler treatment is appropriate for the 
direct emotions and uninhibited behaviour of his characters. The impression remains, 
however, that more elaborate themes display his talents to better advantage. 


THE LOVELY CREW. Daniel Nash. Cape, 13s.6d. 1956. 19°5 cm. 
190 pages. 

The setting of this novel is an old Greek merchant ship on a wartime voyage from 
Britain to Canada and back. Owing to the ship’s age and lack of reasonable amenities, 
the captain is forced to accept as crew a number of incompetent and troublesome men 
of different nationalities. He also has great difficulty in recruiting properly qualified 
officers. He signs on a new deck officer, named Vassilis, who appears to have a good 
record. This man, however, for all his show of efficiency is by no means what he 
pretends to be. Mr. Nash has written a novel with enough dramatic incident and 
clash of character to hold the reader’s interest all the way through. 
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THE LAST HURRAH. Edwin O’Connor. Reinhardt, 18s. 1956. 20°5 cm, 
380 pages. 

In an American city largely Catholic by Faith, Democrat by Party and Irish by 
descent, Frank Skeffington has ruled for half his life more like a tribal chief than a 
mayor. But unobserved by him or by his enemies, a new generation of voters has 
been growing up, and Skeffington’s last political campaign has an outcome that 
astonishes everybody. In Skeffington, Edwin O’Connor has created a corrupt but 
sympathetic character of immense vitality. This book won an Atlantic Award in 
America. 


REMEMBER THE HOUSE. Santha Rama Rau. Gollancz, 13s.6d. 1956, 
19 cm. 256 pages. 
This novel deals with the recurrent problem of the impact of Western values on the 
traditions of the East. The narrator is Baba, an Indian girl, educated in England, who 
lives with her father in Bombay. Already restive, her association with an American 
girl further unsettles her, but her quest for freedom and excitement ends in disillusion 
and she finally makes a conventional marriage. The author, writing with obvious 
sympathy and understanding, draws the Indian scene in the early months of 1947 
with consummate skill and accurate detail, and makes living people of her characters, 


GUYS AND DOLLS. Twenty Stories by Damon Runyon. Bibliographical 
preface by Michael Sadleir. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 284 pages. Paper 
covers. 

These stories contain some of the very best of Damon Runyon and the characters 
that move through them on their peculiar paths—mobsters, chorus girls, race-track 
men, racketeers and the other habitués of Mindy’s restaurant—are real people as well 
as types. Damon Runyon’s story-telling technique was superb and his handling of 
language, especially in the form that his characters employ it, well-nigh defies 
imitation. These twenty stories are by turn tough, pathetic, moving, warming, and 
very, very, funny. 


TRAIN TO PAKISTAN. Khushwant Singh. Chatto & Windus, 12s.6d. 
1956. 19°5 cm. 208 pages. 

This novel, based on the religious and social differences in the Punjab, is set against 
the background of rioting and pointless bloodshed between Sikh and Muslim which 
followed immediately after the withdrawal of the British in 1947. Mano Majra, on 
the bank of the Sutlej, is a typical Punjab village where different religious communities, 
untouched by great historic events, have always lived happily together. From the 
moment a train full of dead Sikhs arrives at an unusual hour, the tempo quickens, 
violence breaks out and we see people under stress and strain, torn by conflicting 
loyalties. The story is well told. The character studies are brilliantly drawn and the 
book abounds with fine descriptive passages of the Punjab landscape and the village 
scene. 


LADY IN WAITING. Rosemary Sutcliff. Hodder & Stoughton, 13s.6d. 
1956. 20 cm. 254 pages. 

Sir Walter Raleigh married Bess Throckmorton when she was a lady-in-waiting to 

Queen Elizabeth and he a striking figure in the court. This novel is the story of 

Raleigh’s domestic life, public career, and the shifting historical scenes as observed 

and experienced by his wife. The great national figures are its characters and its plot 

is Raleigh’s obsession to forestall Spain in the colonisation of the New World. The 
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fictional scenes and characters are typically authentic, but it is the remarkably skilful 
use of the wealth of historical characters and events that gives the story its vivid 
reality. Readers puzzled by the enigmatic Raleigh of the objective biographies should 
turn to this admirable novel. 


THE GOOD YEOMEN. Jay Williams. Macdonald, 15s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
286 pages. 

Jay Williams is an American writer with a growing reputation as a specialist in the 
historical novel. Here he finds inspiration in the legend of Robin Hood, England’s 
most popular folk-hero. The story is set in the reign of Edward II in which the 
original Robin—if he existed at all—may have lived. Mr. Williams shows how Little 
John, a blacksmith of radical ideas, joins Robin, a dispossessed landowner. The con- 
trast in attitude and manners between the two men, who work so well together as 
outlaws, is skilfully developed; and Mr. Williams has obviously taken great pains to 
ensure accuracy of detail. 


THE SACRIFICE. Adele Wiseman. Gollancz, 16s. 1956. 20 cm. 316 pages. 
This is a long and dramatic account of the fortunes of a Jewish family after their escape 
to Canada from a pogrom in the Ukraine. Abraham and Sarah (who remind us of 
their biblical prototypes) centre all their hopes on their surviving son, Isaac. Their 
efforts to build a new life prosper at first and then disaster comes. Abraham has to 
bear the death of his wife and son and has a bitter quarrel with his daughter-in-law 
which is the prelude to a startling and vividly described climax. A first novel of merit 
by an author still in her twenties. 


THE SEEDS OF TIME. John Wyndham. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 1956. 
19°§ cm. 254 pages. 

Mr. Wyndham’s reputation as one of the most competent writers of science fiction 
today will be enhanced by this collection of short stories. There is ample variety, 
from satire of racial discrimination to stark tragedy and light relief. When so much 
of the present output of science fiction is little more than the standard gangster 
adventure set somewhere in space, it is refreshing to find Mr. Wyndham experiment- 
ing with other patterns. All science fiction readers should welcome this collection, 
which is also likely to give the reader who professes to dislike the genre more enjoy- 
ment than he may be willing to confess to. 


Crime, ‘Detection and Mystery 
INTENT TO KILL. Michael Bryan. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 10s.6d. 1956. 
19 cm. 190 pages. 

The president of a South American country is in a Canadian hospital for an operation. 
Outside three men wait to kill him if the operation succeeds. A promising young 
doctor in the hospital—embroiled in domestic trouble that he is afraid will threaten 
his job—interferes with their plans and puts himself in danger. Exciting and suspense- 
ful, the story has plausibility, a good pace, and characters skilfully conceived to win 
or alienate the reader’s sympathy. 


Reprints 
END OF THE LINE. Stanley Wade Baron. Reprint. Penguin Books, 
2s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 272 pages. Paper covers. 
While political intrigue and espionage are the main concern of the story, this exciting 
American novel (first published in 1951) is more essentially a portrayal of disillusion- 
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ment and escapism in an uprooted postwar generation. Two officials of the American 
embassy in Paris and their wives become inextricably involved in a drama staged by a 
young communist who has become an embarrassment to his party. The two women, 
in their separate ways, have strayed so far on the road to self-destruction that their 
doom is as certain as is that of the political assassin faced with retribution. 


KING SOLOMON’S MINES. H. Rider Haggard. Reprint. Macdonald, 
10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 240 pages. 7 illustrations by Hookway Cowles. 

Allan Quatermain, a seasoned South African trader and elephant hunter, fortuitously 
meets Sir Henry Curtis and Captain Goode. They join forces to find tracks of Curtis's 
brother, apparently lost when searching for King Solomon’s Mines, the Old 
Testament Ophir in central South Africa. Their adventures, leading them eventually 
to the legendary source of King Solomon’s wealth, make a stirring story that, since 
its first publication in 1885, has appealed to readers of all ages. 


THE CRUEL SEA. Nicholas Monsarrat. Reprint. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 
1956. 18 cm. 446 pages. Map. Paper covers. 

A reprint of a novel which became a best-seller when it first appeared in 1951. 
An exciting, tense and grim tale, it deals with life in the escort ships attached to the 
Atlantic convoys during the war. The author had already published accounts of his 
experiences in ships of this type. If, to some, the characters appear too typical to be 
convincing, there is no denying the authenticity of the actual episodes of ship routine 
interrupted by the horrors and excitements of the submarine war. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
THE STRANGE STORY OF PIPPIN WOOD. Irene Byers. Max 
Parrish, 9s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 188 pages. § illustrations by Mary Shillabeer. 
THE PATCHWORK QUILT. Barbara Sleigh. Max Parrish, 9s.6d. 1956. 
19 cm. 158 pages. Illustrations by Mary Shillabeer. 
These are both adventure stories, by experienced writers, for children between 12 
and 16. In the first, a lonely boy on a bicycling holiday finds an abandoned theatre in 
a wood. As a result of his discovery, he makes friends with three other children, with 
whose help he solves the mystery of an old crime, and realises his life’s ambition by 
becoming apprenticed to a famous puppet-master. The plot of The Patchwork Quilt 
also contains a mystery, one concerned not with crime but with buried treasure. 
The family of four children who solve it have to outwit several grown-ups in the 
process, but young and old alike benefit from their discovery. 


ANOTHER DAY. Marie Hall Ets. Faber, 7s.6d. 1956. 25-5 cm. 40 pages. 
Illustrations by the author. 

This is a very simple story, told in pictures and with a minimum of text, about a little 

boy who goes into the forest and meets the animals who have come together to show 

what each can do and to decide which is best. They all do their best tricks but agree, 

in the end, that the little boy wins because he can laugh, which is something no 

animal can do. A pleasant little book, suitable for the very youngest children. 


PERKIN THE PEDLAR. Eleanor Farjeon. New edition. Oxford University 
Press, 8s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 182 pages. 66 new drawings by Dodie Masterman. 

Miss Farjeon, now 75, has been writing stories for children for many years, and her 

work has recently been crowned by the award of the Hans Christian Andersen 
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International Prize and the (British) Carnegie Medal to The Little Bookroom (reviewed 
in British Book News, January, 1956). The Oxford University Press is now reissuing 
earlier books which were out of print. Perkin was first published in 1932. There are 
twenty-six children in the book, whose names run through the alphabet from Anna 
and Bertie to Yvonne and Zebediah. Perkin takes each of them on his knee in turn 
and tells them stories, followed by poems, about twenty-six English places, ranging 
from Appledore to Zeal Monachorum. The book combines a folk-tale quality with 
Miss Farjeon’s characteristic and delightful humour. For children of all ages. 


THE NEW PET. Marjorie Flack. Bodley Head, 8s.6d. 1956. 25°5 cm. 
32 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) by the author. 
udy and Dick want a new pet, but they cannot have one until Judy learns to look 
after herself. When she has learned to dress herself and cross the road, they are 
promised a new pet as a surprise. They prepare for a rabbit, a fish or a bird, but the 
surprise turns out to be a new baby. This is a very pleasantly written tale for children 
of 4-6, full of sensible advice about learning to grow up, help in the house and welcome 
anew baby. The moral lessons are agreeably conveyed and the drawings are charming. 


FISH HEAD. Jean Fritz. Faber, 10s.6d. 1956. 25°5 cm. 40 pages. Illustrations 
(some in colour) by Marc Simont. 

Fish Head was a scraggy, dishevelled cat who lived along an island waterfront, where 
he managed to make a nuisance of himself in a variety of ways. One day, when chasing 
a large rat, he found himself on a boat and, before he knew where he really was, he 
was on his way to sea. This is the story of how Fish Head fared on the voyage and 
found new friends and a new life in the process. It is an exciting little tale, amply 
illustrated, and suitable for children of 5-8. 


LUCINDA AND THE PAINTED BELL. Rosalie K. Fry. Dent, 9s.6d. 
1956. 19 cm. 96 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour) by the author. 

An attractive little tale of a happy holiday, which paints the Austrian Tyrol in the 
rosiest of lights. Lucinda, eight years old, goes there with her parents and is enchanted 
by all she sees. She makes friends with the children of the chalet in which they are 
staying and accompanies them into the mountains on hay cutting expeditions. It is her 
idea that saves a favourite calf from being sold. This charming little story with its 
equally charming illustrations is certain to please the younger child. 


THE FAIRY DOLL. Rumer Godden. Macmillan, 9s.6d. 1956. 23 cm. 
64 pages. Illustrations in colour by Adrienne Adams. 

A charming little story for small girls about Elizabeth, the youngest of a family of 

four children, who is always being scolded or told what to do by her brother and 

sisters until she is given the Fairy Doll off the Christmas tree who helps her to become 

self-reliant. The illustrations are as charming as the story, which is told with engaging 

simplicity and real perception. 


TALES FROM THE ARABIAN NIGHTS. Retold by Shirley Goulden. 
W. H. Allen, 10s.6d. 1956. 34 cm. $6 pages. Illustrations in colour by Benvenuti. 
(Splendour Books Il) 

This wholly delightful book for children contains three of the best-known and loved 

tales—Aladdin and his Wonderful Lamp; Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves; The Magic 

Carpet of the Sultan. It is beautifully produced and magnificently illustrated, and the 

type is clear and easily readable. The vocabulary range is somewhat wide, but this 
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is not a drawback, and the ten-year-old should have little difficulty with it. The other 
two books so far produced in this series—Pinoccio and Tales from Hans Andersen—are 
on the same high level of production and illustration. All three can be highly 
recommended. 


STARS OF FORTUNE. Cynthia Harnett. Methuen, 15s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 

232 pages. Illustrations by the author. Endpaper diagram. Genealogical table. 
Miss Harnett’s fourth historical story for children in their teens is in every way 
worthy of its predecessors—one of which, The Woolpack, won the Carnegie Medal 
as the outstanding children’s book of 1951. Her hero and heroine are two of the ten 
children of Lawrence Washington of Sulgrave Manor, a 16th century ancestor of 
George Washington. The plot is based on an old ballad according to which the young 
Princess Elizabeth was hidden in a dark niche at Sulgrave while Queen Mary’s men 
hunted for her downstairs. Miss Harnett blends fact with conjecture excitingly to 
show how this legendary incident might really have happened. Her wide knowledge 
of the period provides an unobtrusive but instructive background to the children’s 
adventures. 


SUSAN’S RIDING SCHOOL. Veronica Heath. Chatto & Windus, 

8s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 144 pages. Frontispiece. (Mary Dunn Career Novels) 
Teen-age girls hoping to take up riding as a career and others interested in horses will 
enioy this story of Susan Hunter’s progress from unpaid apprentice at her local riding 
stables to partnership in a riding school for children. Success comes to her perhaps 
more quickly than is likely in real life, but the account of her experiences in a pony 
stud, at a riding college studying for the British Horse Society’s examination, and 
later equipping, organising and managing her own establishment is full of authentic 
detail. 


FAIRY TALES FROM MANY LANDS. Edited by H. Herda. Thames 

& Hudson, 25s. 1956. 26 cm. 202 pages. Numerous illustrations in colour. 
A collection of delightful, lesser-known fairy-tales from Europe and Africa, including 
tales from Hungary, Italy, Britain, Germany and Greece. There is the original 
English story of Jack and Jill, a Finnish version of Tom Thumb, the Russian Swan 
Princess and a charming African fable about Brother Hare and the Lion. It is a rich 
and varied storehouse of folk-lore, told in true fairy-tale style, simply, economically 
and dramatically. The illustrations are delicate and imaginative. This book is very good 
value. It is suitable for children of 6-12. 


TIMOTHY, MINIKIN AND ALL. Mary D. Hillyard. Dent, 9s.6d. 
1956. 19 cm. 126 pages. Drawings (1 in colour) by A. H. Watson. 

Timothy is a boy of five, who lives in the country. He and his friends make friends 

with Minikin, a girl of seven, and her friends. In the summer holidays, the children 

have an adventurous time, visiting a gipsy camp, digging for treasure, and finding 

a lost bracelet, acting plays, picnicking and having birthday parties. The episodes are 

brief—ten minutes’ reading time—and are written with charm and liveliness. This is 

one of a series of Minikin books, notable for the author’s skill in writing from the 

young child’s point of view. 

THE BLUENOSE PIRATE. Frank Knight. Macmillan, 12s.6d. 1956. 
20°$ cm. 264 pages. Illustrations by Patrick Jobson. 

News of his father’s death at sea, brought to Tommy Glover and his mother by a 

villainous-looking sailor by the name of Batt, determines Tommy’s mother to sell 
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their shop and go to relations in America. Their terrible voyage across the Atlantic 
in the 1830’s—with Batt as one of the crew—ends in shipwreck off Novia Scotia. 
They are made so welcome by the people who rescue them that they decide to settle 
there, and it is there that Batt makes his last evil move. Captain Knight's considerable 
narrative power is very evident in this rousing tale, which will keep young readers of 
twelve and over engrossed to the last. 


THE MARVELLOUS KINGDOM. Pierre Labat. Translated from the 
French by Maurice Michael. Odhams Press, 15s. 1956. 22 cm. 256 pages. 24 photo- 
graphs. 

This is the true story, told in novel form, of the first group of French Boy Scout 

frogmen, and their adventures free-diving in the Mediterranean. It starts with the 

early experiments of a few boys (using a gas-mask and an old hot-water bottle) and 
follows their progress to the point where they emerge as competent divers using 
aqualung equipment. Their exploration of ‘the marvellous kingdom’ under the sea, 
with its sunken ships, its dangers and its beauty, makes very good reading. Pierre 

Labat, who trained and led the boys until his untimely death on a diving expedition 

in 1955, has told his story well. It will appeal to all young people of twelve and over 

who love enterprise and adventure. 


THE BOOKSHOP ON THE QUAY. Patricia Lynch. Dent, 11s.6d. 
1956. 19°§ cm. 192 pages. Frontispiece in colour and 40 drawings by Peggy 
Fortnum. 

Shane Maddon, fourteen years old and an orphan, is so unhappy in his country home 

that he runs away to Dublin to look for his Uncle Tim, and by good fortune he finds 

work in a second-hand bookshop on a Dublin quay. He lives with the bookseller’s 
family, and many entertaining things happen to them before Uncle Tim appears. 

Although this is not perhaps the author of The Turf-cutter’s Donkey at her best it is 

an amusing, engaging tale, with less fantasy than usual but no less skill and Irish 

charm in the telling. For readers aged about 8-12. 


THE WELL AT THE WORLD’S END. Folk Tales of Scotland retold 
by Norah and William Montgomerie. Hogarth Press, 13s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
166 pages. Drawings by the authors. Glossary. 

An excellent collection, for children of 12-16, of little-known folk tales from Scotland 
and Orkney, told with simplicity and dignity and delightfully illustrated. The authors 
are scholars with a passion for preserving songs and tales long since forgotten or left 
in oral tradition. The stories come from all over Scotland, from Fife to Shetland; 
many of them have been translated from the Gaelic, but the flavour of the original 
is still preserved. They range over magic, folk-lore, fairy-tale and epic battles, many 
of them related to the mythology common to all Europe, and they include some 
famous rhymes and ballads. 


ELLE KARI. Pictures by Anna Riwken-Brick. Text by Elly Jannes. Methuen, 
78.6d. 1956. 21-5 cm. 46 pages. 41 photographs. 

The very charming photographs (one to a page), helped out with brief captions, 

build up a picture of life in Lapland as seen through the eyes of four-year-old Elle 

Kari who, with her goat, reindeer and dog, is likely to captivate much older readers 

than the five to seven-year-olds for whom, presumably, this excellently produced 

picture book, printed in Sweden, is intended. 
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SIX AND TWENTY TALES. Peggy Stack. Faber, 8s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 
72 pages. Illustrations by the author. 
A very useful collection of very short, five-minute stories for young children of 4-6. 
Each story is about an animal, The Adventurous Antelope, The Boastful Butterfly, 
and so on, following the alphabet through from A to Z. They are delightfully written, 
full of humour and fantasy, without being coy or whimsical. The author has the gift of 
talking about animals in human terms, without artificiality. The stories are neatly and 
simply told, and contain just as much material as a young child can assimilate at once. 


THE TURKISH TWINS. Cahit Uguk. Translated from the Turkish by 
Dorothy Blatter. Introduction by Rhoda Power. Cape, 8s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
192 pages. Illustrations by Sabiha Bozcali. 

The Twins series, for long well-known in the United States, is becoming equally 

popular in Europe for children between eight and twelve. This addition to it is set 

in Eastern Turkey and weaves a simple story round the lives of two peasant children, 

Parlak and Durak. Pursuits and customs characteristic of rural Turkey, but now fast 

disappearing, are well described and something of the authentic atmosphere of Turkey 

breathes from the book. Rhoda Power’s introduction gives a general account of the 

Twins series. 


BOB MORAN AND THE PIRATES OF THE AIR. BOB MORAN 
AND THE FAWCETT MYSTERY. Henry Verne. Phoenix House, 
7s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 160:158 pages. 3:4 illustrations. 

Two stories suitable for boys of 11-14. The central figure in both is Bob Moran, 

ex-Spitfire ace, whose love of adventure leads him into many dangerous and exciting 

situations. The first story concerns the destruction, one after another, of Britain’s 
latest jet airliners and the activities of a gang of opium smugglers. After many close 
shaves on the ground and in the air, the gang is caught and the mystery of the crashes 
solved. The second story relates Bob Moran’s adventures in search of the legendary 
city which Colonel Fawcett was secking when he disappeared into the interior of 

Brazil in 1925. The true story of the Fawcett mystery, so far as it is known, is told in 

an appendix. Both tales are full of exciting incident and stirring action. They should 

prove popular with a large number of young readers. 


GOODBODY’S PUPPET SHOW. Ursula Moray Williams. Hamish 
Hamilton, 8s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 128 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) by the 
author. (Reindeer Books) 

Goodbody is an old soldier who has lost the use of his legs. He makes a puppet show, 

operates it from his invalid carriage and earns money entertaining the children at the 

seaside in summer and at parties in the winter. He has various adventures, trailing a 

line full of fish accidentally behind his chair and being followed by hundreds of cats, 

getting stranded in the snow and finally going to America to teach other disabled 
ex-servicemen how to make puppet shows. This is a well-told tale, with well-defined 
characters and a sound moral basis, designed for children of 7-10 to read for themselves. 


THE CANADIAN TWINS. Eva-Lis Wuorio. Cape, 8s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
156 pages. Illustrations by Biro. 


The “Twins’ series was written originally by Lucy Fitch Perkins; since her death it has 
been continued by other authors and the present volume maintains the policy of 
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reflecting life in various countries through the eyes of two children. David and Diana 
travel from their home in British Columbia across Canada and finally reach Ottawa. 
Their journey is related with accuracy and humour, and the narrative is enhanced by 
Biro’s delightful drawings. Children of 12-16 will gain a vivid picture of Canada 
from this book. 


Non-Fiction 
THE STORY OF ARCHAEOLOGY. Agnes Allen. Faber, 15s. 1956. 
20°5 cm. 246 pages. 83 illustrations by Jack Allen. Index. 

Agnes Allen, who has already simplified for children a remarkable range of subjects, 
now tackles archaeology. Although so much exercise in this kind of writing has given 
her a stereotyped brightness of style, the work of compilation has been very well 
done. Many more pretentious books are less accurate than this one. An account of 
discoveries in Britain and the light they have thrown on successive prehistoric periods 
is followed by excursions to Egypt, Sumeria, Troy and all the famous scenes of 
archaeological triumph. The final chapters return to Britain in Roman and Saxon 
times. A book that should appeal to children of about 12-15. 


THE F.A. BOOK FOR BOYS. No. 9. Heinemann in association with 
the Naldrett Press, 12s.6d. 1956. 24 cm. 192 pages. Numerous illustrations (some in 
colour). Tables. 

Produced in close collaboration with the Football Association’s Coaching Department, 

and containing contributions by famous International soccer players, sporting journa- 

lists and other experts, this is an annual full of interest and entertainment. Lavishly 
illustrated, it is suitable for boys (and girls) of 10-16, and is one of the best of popular 
annuals for young people. 


TOTEM, TIPI AND TUMPLINE. Stories of Canadian Indians. Olive 
M. Fisher and Clara L. Tyner. Dent (Toronto, Canada, and London), 15s. 1956. 
22°5 cm. 276 pages. Illustrations by Annora Brown. Bibliography. 

This book gives in the form of stories, plays, poems and songs, a very detailed picture 
of life among the Canadian Indians before the white men came. It is full of information 
about building houses and boats, making clothes, hunting, fishing, customs and 
festivals. It also includes accounts of Indians in various jobs in Canada today. The 
drawings are clear and instructive, the stories more notable for the information they 
give than for narrative power. Some of the technical terms are difficult for young 
children. Suitable for 9-12 year-olds. 


MARY KINGSLEY IN AFRICA. Her Travels in Nigeria and Equatorial 
Africa told largely in her own words. Rosemary Glynn. Harrap, 7s.6d. 1956. 
19 cm. 138 pages. Illustrations by Anthony Brown. Map. 

Mary Kingsley was a Victorian young lady who became a famous explorer. Miss 

Glynn tells her story, so far as possible, in her own words. This has the disadvantage 

of making the book rather difficult for younger readers, who might otherwise have 

enjoyed its adventures. Children over twelve, however, should have no difficulty in 
understanding the occasionally rather stilted nineteenth-century style, and will 
appreciate the gaicty, humour and high spirits of this brave and remarkable woman. 

The illustrations, which include a map of West Africa, are genuinely helpful to an 

understanding of the text. 
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CAPTAIN OF THE DISCOVERY. The Story of Captain George 
Vancouver. Roderick Haigh-Brown. Macmillan, 11s.6d. 1956. 21-5 cm. 192 pages, 
Illustrations by Robert Banks. Endpaper map. (Great Stories of Canada) 

George Vancouver (1758-98), born in the same year as Nelson, was trained as an 

explorer under Captain Cook. He made his name as a captain in the Navy by his 

survey of the south-west of Australia, part of New Zealand, and the Pacific Coast of 

North America. He sailed round Vancouver Island, now called after him, in 1792-4 

and in his life of forty years added much to geographical knowledge. His story has 

been well told by Mr. Haigh-Brown, who is a Canadian, in a book which should 

appeal to young people of 10-14. 


SCIENCE FOR FUN. Philip Heafferd. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 
166 pages. (Hutchinson’s Educational Quiz books) 

This entertaining little book, which contains 500 questions selected almost entirely 
from the fields of physics and chemistry, will appeal to scientifically-minded children 
of eleven and over. The author, a lecturer in the Department of Education in the 
University of Oxford, has managed to compress a surprising amount of useful 
information into the answers, each of which is restricted in length to some fifty words. 
One statement, however, needs correction: the ‘Rocket’ is not still in Darlington 
station, as stated on page 77, but is in the Science Museum, South Kensington, where 
it has been since 1862. 


GRANNIE GRAY. Children’s Plays and Games. Eleanor Farjeon. New 
edition. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 144 pages. 36 new drawings 
by Peggy Fortnum. Music for the songs and the singing games by Eleanor Farjeon. 

There are five short plays and five ‘singing games’ in this collection, which was first 

published in 1939. Some are a mixture of verse and prose, some are in rhyming verse 

throughout. They combine the tunefulness, the sense of the stage, the lively invention 
and the effervescent humour which have made the author’s musical comedies so 
successful in London theatres and her stories for children so much loved. They will be 

a boon to producers of children’s plays who are looking for something fresh and 

distinctive for audiences and/or players aged about 6-10. 


DAUGHTER OF THE DESERT. The Story of Gertrude Bell. Josephine 
Kamm. Bodley Head, 10s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 192 pages. 10 illustrations. Map. 
Bibliography. 

Gertrude Bell, one of the greatest and most remarkable women of the twentieth 

century, was born in the mid-Victorian period. In this well-written biography for 

young people (especially girls) over 15, Miss Kamm shows her first in her happy 

Yorkshire childhood, next as a properly obedient and submissive, though exception- 

ally brilliant, young Victorian lady, then as a fearless traveller in the deserts of Arabia, 

and lastly as the respected friend and adviser of Arab leaders and British statesmen. 

The book includes numerous quotations from Miss Bell’s own letters and other 

writings, and has a preface by Sir John Glubb. 


THE GILBERT HARDING QUESTION BOOK. Devised by W. H. 
Mason. Benn, 12s.6d. 1956. 25°5 cm. 128 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) by 
Stanley Smith. 

A collection of questions and answers on a thousand and one topics from literature 

and general science to nature and the arts. It is amply illustrated and will interest most 

inquisitive boys and girls from ten onwards. For the grown-ups it provides all the 
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material necessary for an almost infinite number of quiz games. As Mr. Harding 
points out in his Foreword, so much entertainment is available today at the turn of a 
switch that young and old are in danger of losing the inclination—and the ability— 
to entertain themselves. This quizz book should help to counteract this tendency and, 
at the same time, provide both pleasure and profit. 


MOTOR-CARS TO-DAY. H. E. Milburn. Oxford University Press, 15s. 
1956. 22 cm. 308 pages. Numerous illustrations. Index. (Pageant of Progress Series) 
This is an entirely new book replacing the earlier volume in the series. It provides 
an account of the way in which a modern car functions—construction, engine, petrol 
and electrical systems, transmission, steering, brakes, etc.—in sufficient detail to 
satisfy the most ardent, technically-minded, youth. It is also the kind of book that 
will help the average motoring parent when he is asked those questions which 
normally call for pencil, paper and much preliminary thought. The illustrations 
include excellent photographs, sectional drawings and exploded views. The book is 
not likely to appeal to the non-technically-minded, but it will be of considerable 
interest and value to all youths who want to know, in detail, how and why the 

modern motor-car works. 


OXFORD JUNIOR ENCYCLOPAEDIA. INDEX AND READY 
REFERENCE VOLUME. General Editors: Laura E. Salt and Robert 
Sinclair. Illustrations Editor: Helen Mary Petter. Oxford University Press, 30s. 
1956. 25*5 cm. 284 pages. Numerous illustrations (some in colour). Tables. Index. 

The index to the twelve previous volumes of this encyclopaedia takes up the last 
113 pages of this final volume. The first half consists of short articles, charts, diagrams, 
maps, drawings and photographs, intended to draw together and summarise infor- 
mation scattered through the other volumes. They are, however, themselves so 
interesting, informative and well produced, that it will be perfectly possible for 
children who do not possess the other volumes to enjoy this one; though references, 
throughout the text as well as the index, to other volumes will make encyclopaedia- 
minded young readers want to start collecting them all. Encyclopaedia-~mindedness, 
it should be added, usually starts about the age of eleven, though it may begin even 
earlier, and continues through school-life. 


THE BOLD HEART. The Story of Father Lacombe. Josephine Phelan. 
Macmillan, 11s.6d. 1956. 21-5 cm. 192 pages. Illustrations by Jerry Lazare. Endpaper 
map. (Great Stories of Canada) 

Albert Lacombe (1827-1916) was an Oblate Missionary to the North-West Territory 

of Canada and in his long life he won a unique position amongst the Indians, the half- 

breed Métis, and the workers on the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway, to 
whom he acted as chaplain. This story of his life from 1853 describes the many 
exciting and dangerous adventures of the pioneer missionary and also shows how he 
championed the Indian and the Métis as well as acting as peacemaker between rival 

Indian tribes and between Indians and the Government. The writing and the illust- 

rations reach a consistently high standard and maintain the level of excellence of the 

earlier volumes in this series. Suitable for children of twelve and over. 


MAPPING THE WORLD. Erwin Raisz. Abelard-Schuman, 12s.6d. 1956. 
24 cm. 112 pages. 71 illustrations (including maps). Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Raisz, known as a cartographer of imagination and skill, has written an attractive 

outline of the development of map-making, illustrated with explanatory drawings 


773 








and diagrams of his own. The book is intended for children, from about fourteen years 
of age, but older readers will without doubt find it of interest as a first sketch of the 
subject. The book is a little uneven. The chapters on field work—the progress of a 
triangulation party, or the technique of air survey—are reasonably detailed and clear, 
Others, those dealing with old maps for example, are often rather perfunctory, 
Having been written for young Americans, the book contains an entertaining account 
of the evolution of the map of America, and for the same reason, no doubt, British 
work receives relatively little attention. 


GREAT MEN OF SUSSEX. Philip Rush, GREAT MEN OF 
DERBYSHIRE. Crichton Porteous. Bodley Head, 8s.6d. each. 1956. 19 cm. 
128 pages, 6 illustrations, and map in each. (Men of the Counties, 7 and 10) 

These volumes are of sufficiently wide interest to appeal to others than mere local 

patriots, and every biography is told in such a way as to illuminate the period to 

which it belongs. The Sussex volume ranges through time from St. Richard of 

Chichester (born 1197) to Rudyard Kipling (died 1936), and includes also Shelley and 

his friend Trelawney, Phoebe Hessel who fought, disguised as a man, in the British 

army, and the cricketer Lillywhite. The Derbyshire lives include, besides those of 

‘Building Bess’ of Hardwick, Sir Francis Chantrey and Sir James Outram, three which 

will be of interest to young scientists as well as young historians—those of Flamsteed, 

Brindley and Spencer. For children of 12-16. 


THE CINEMA TO-DAY. D. A. Spencer and H. D. Waley. 2nd edition. 
Oxford University Press, 128.6d. 1956. 22°5 cm. 212 pages. 25 plates (1 in colour). 
Illustrations in text. Bibliography. Index. (Pageant of Progress Series) 

First published in 1939, this book has now been virtually rewritten to bring it into 

line with contemporary developments in cinematography. With the aid of copious 

diagrams and photographs, the origins of motion picture photography during the 
nineteenth century are outlined, and the principles of camerawork, sound recording, 
projection, etc. explained. The book then describes the organisation of film pro- 
duction in its several branches, and some of the technical devices in common use. 

Other chapters deal with such subjects as stereoscopy, the film and science, colour and 

widescreen. Although some chapters suffer from being too sketchy, the technical 

exposition, which is the book’s main object, is exceptionally clear and thorough. 

A useful introduction for the older reader. 
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which, viewed through the spectacles 
provided with each book, give an 
illusion of movement. In addition, five 
3-D photographs illustrate special 
positions, and a glossary of ballet terms 
is included. A really valuable book 

for students of the ballet. 10/6 net. 
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Some of the many attractive children’s books to come from 
The Bodley Head in 1956 are: 


THE LAST BATTLE (Illus. 9s. 6d.) by C. S. Lewis, the final 
volume in the well-loved Narnia series; THE VILLAGE THAT 
TOOK TO THE AIR (Illus. 9s. 6d.) by M. J. Lory, an intriguing 
aeronautical escapade; THE STORY OF OUR ANCESTORS (Illus. 
12s. 6d.) by May Edel, a companion volume to THE STORY 
OF PEOPLE, the only two books on anthropology for children 
in this country; ALL ABOUT LANGUAGE (12s. 6d.) by Mario 
Pei, a book to set young people thinking more deeply about 
the spoken word: DAUGHTER OF THE DESERT (Illus. 10s. 6d.) 
by Josephine Kamm, a life of Gertrude Bell, which is recom- 
mended by The Book Society; and A DOCTOR ALONE (Illus. 
10s. 6d.) by Peggy Chambers, the inspiring biography of 
Elizabeth Blackwell, the first woman doctor. 


from 
The Bodley Head 
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